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National: 
 
India successfully test-fires Agni-II ballistic missile 
India has successfully test-fired nuclear capable intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM) Agni-II from 
Wheeler's Island off Odisha coast. The 20-metre long Agni-II is a solid-propelled ballistic missile, with a 
launch weight of 16 tonnes. The surface-to-surface missile can carry a payload of 1,000 kg. The 2500-km 
range missile was first tested on April 11, 1999, from a converted rail carriage that slides open to allow it to 
be raised to the vertical for launch by two large hydraulic pistons. The missile was inducted in the armed 
forces in 2004. The missile is equipped with a state-of-the-art navigation system with modern techniques for 
propelling it towards the designated target with accuracy. It takes only 15 minutes to bring the missile into 
ready-to-fire mode. Agni-II missile is part of the Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme ( 
IGMDP). Other missiles in series include 700-km range Agni-I, 3000-km range Agni-III, 3500-km range Agni-
IV and 5000-km range Agni-V. While Agni-I and Agni-II have been inducted into the forces, the other three 
are in developmental trial stages. 
 
UP next only to Gujarat in JNNURM-I 
In the first comparative study by Government of India between different states where Jawaharlal Nehru 
National Urban renewal Mission (JNNURM) is being implemented, UP has shown outstanding progress and 
stands second to Gujarat in terms of reforms implemented since 2008 under the national mission. While 
Gujarat is leading with 90% completion of e-governance projects, UP is close at 87%. But while UP scores in 
reforms, it has shown sluggish improvement in infrastructure development. JNNURM was launched in 2008 
with the objective to implement wide-ranging urban sector reforms across various cities and towns of the 
country under two schemes- Urban Infrastructure and Governance (UIG) and Urban Infrastructure 
Development Scheme for Small & Medium Towns (UIDSSMT). In UP, seven cities were selected under UIG 
scheme with population above 10 million, including Agra, Lucknow, Kanpur, Varanasi, Allahabad, Meerut and 
Mathura while 22 smaller towns were identified for UIDSSMT. 
 
Rajasthan launches free diagnosis scheme  
A free diagnosis scheme which had been on a trial run since April 1,2013 would be launched throughout 
Rajasthan in a phased manner on the eve of the World Health Day. Under the scheme, patients can undergo 
57 free diagnostic tests at government hospitals linked to medical colleges. Another 44 tests would be 
offered free of cost at district and satellite hospitals. The scheme's second phase would start from the 
Doctors' Day on July 1, when 25 essential diagnostic tests would be available free for patients in government 
community health centres. In the third and final phase to be launched on Independence Day, the scheme 
would cover all primary health centres and dispensaries where patients can undergo 15 basic diagnostic 
tests free of cost. Rajasthan had earlier become the first state to launch a free medicine distribution scheme 
in October 2011. Besides this, the state offers free doctors' consultations along with emergency ambulance 
services. Under the scheme, a woman who delivers a girl child at government centres is granted Rs 2,100 
cash. The government has promised Rs 2,100 for vaccination. Once the girl turns five, the state would 
provide the final 'encouragement' amount of Rs 3,100 for education.  
 

Health insurance award for U.P. 
Uttar Pradesh has been adjudged by the Centre as best among the States which have shown improvement 
in the implementation of National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS). On behalf of the State Government, 
scheme’s CEO in U.P. Alok Kumar received the award from Union Labour Minister Mallikarjun Kharge. The 
award comes as a recognition to State’s dedicated efforts towards ensuring reach of the scheme’s benefits to 
its target population of BPL people. The release added that Barabanki District Magistrate Minishthi S. will 
also be honoured for the wholesome work initiated in her district under the scheme. 
 
Orissa government to give free laptops to students 
Taking a cue from Akhilesh Yadav's SP govt in UP, the Naveen Patnaik government in Orissa would now give 
laptops to poor meritorious students with a special focus on women, tribal and Dalit categories. Free data 
cards too will be given to such students. Besides, scholarship of Rs 40,000 will be given to BPL girls to study 
in private technical institutions. A number of departments like those of SC/ST welfare and higher education 
will execute the laptop distribution programme this financial year.  
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International: 
 
Ban Ki-moon calls Malala 'daughter of the United Nations' 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has called Pakistani education activist Malala Yousufzai 'a 
daughter of the United Nations' when he spoke to her to mark the 1,000-day milestone in the run-up to a 
Millennium Development Goal to reduce poverty by the end of 2015.  
 
US diplomat killed in Taliban suicide attack in Afghanistan 
A young US diplomat was killed in a suicide car attack in southern Afghanistan was an up-and-coming public 
servant who loved working directly with the Afghan people. Anne Smedinghoff, a 25-year-old foreign service 
officer, died when the group she was travelling with was struck by an explosion in southern Zabul province. 
They were travelling to donate textbooks to students. A civilian employee with the US Defense Department 
and three US soldiers were also killed in the attack. The Chicago-area woman is the first American diplomat 
to die on the job since last year's attack on the US diplomatic installation in Benghazi, Libya.  
 
Myanmar to open museum in late UN chief's house 
A home that once belonged to a former United Nations secretary-general, the late U Thant, is being restored 
and will open as a new museum in Yangon, Myanmar's largest city. A two-story yellow villa built in the 1920s 
and where he lived in the 1950s before serving as the UN chief. From 1957 to 1961, U Thant served as 
Myanmar's representative to the United Nations, before serving as UN secretary-general from 1961 to 1971. 
  

Business & Economy: 
 
FinMin mulls new intel wing to check service tax evasion 
Concerned over mounting cases of service tax evasion, the Government is mulling to create a separate 
intelligence unit to check the menace and stop leakage of revenue. The proposed Directorate of Anti Evasion 
to check service tax evasion is likely to be set up by the Finance Ministry close on the lines of two other 
intelligence agencies under its Directorate General of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) and Directorate General of 
Central Excise Intelligence (DGCEI). The Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) has detected 
service tax evasion of Rs 9,800 crore during April-December 2012-13 against Rs 5,000-6,000 crore in the 
same period of 2011-12. At present, DGCEI is entrusted with the responsibilities for collecting intelligence 
and acting against both the central excise and service tax evaders. Whereas, the DRI is mandated to check 
customs duty evasion and collection of intelligence about smuggling of contraband goods, narcotics and 
under-invoicing among others.  
 
Vijay Mallya gets Rs1.5 cr pay from US, UK firms 
Liquor baron Vijay Mallya has got a total remuneration of about Rs1.5 crore from two overseas companies 
for the year 2012. The total remuneration of $263,700 (about Rs1.47 crore) for 2012 included $1,20,000 for 
services rendered as Chairman of a company called Mendocino Brewing Company. Besides, Mallya was 
paid 89,600 British pounds (about $143,700) by Mendocino’s wholly-owned subsidiary, United Breweries 
International (UK) Ltd for promoting its “products in the foreign territory outside the United Kingdom”. The 
company operates in the US, Canada and various European markets and has Mallya as its Chairman. Its 
main shareholder UB Holdings Ltd (UBHL) is the holding company of all the listed entities of Mallya-led UB 
group in India. 
 
State Bank of India to discontinue free accident cover for loan customers 
In a notification to its customers, country's largest bank State Bank of India (SBI) said the complimentary 
group personal accident insurance cover (death only) for home and car loan customers will be discontinued 
on the expiry of current Master Policy on July 1, 2013. Currently, SBI General Insurance Company Limited is 
offering an Accident Insurance cover of Rs 4 lakh for SBI's savings bank account holders for an annual 
premium of Rs 100. SBI General Insurance Company is a joint venture between the State Bank of India and 
Australia's leading general insurance provider Insurance Australia Group. 
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Sport: 
 

Wade Ormsby wins maiden title 
Seldom has a player led in each of the rounds to win a professional title at the Delhi Golf Club course. 
Seldom has a front-runner triple-bogeyed a hole and yet stayed in control to win with a short, par-putt on the 
final hole! Australia’s Wade Ormsby did all this and more on way to his maiden title in 13 seasons as a 
professional. Ormsby, 33, attained his breakthrough title by beating back the challenge of veteran Thai 
Boochu Ruangkit in the closing stages of the $300,000 Panasonic Open golf championship in New Delhi. 
 
Clark named junior National coach 
Hockey India has named South African Gregg Clark as the chief coach of the junior men’s national team. 
Clark, who coached the South African senior men’s team for seven years including the 2008 and 2012 
Olympics, was also in charge of the title-winning Ranchi Rhinos in the inaugural edition of the Hockey India 
League (HIL). Clark has initially been appointed for a period of one year though the contract can be 
renewed. The appointment has been made specifically with the junior World Cup in mind, which will be held 
in India in December 2013. 
 
Rupesh Shah becomes Asian Billiards champion 
Reigning world champion Rupesh Shah added another feather in his cap by clinching the 12th Asian Billiards 
championship with win over compatriot Alok Kumar. After winning the lag, Alok asked Rupesh to start with 
white and after small ifs and but, Rupesh registered first game win in best of 11 final match. Alok recovered 
from that in the second game and leveled the match 1-1 but Rupesh rebounded by producing 67 points 
break and advanced 2-1. This is India's 10th Asian Billiards title and Rupesh is new entrant in this elite club. 
He follows previous champions Geet Sethi, Ashok Shandilya, Devendra Joshi, Pankaj Advani and Alok 
Kumar. 
 


