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ALL THAT YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE CET

What is CET ?
· CET stands for “Common Entrance Test” – conducted by the Directorate of Technical Education, Maharashtra.

· In case you need to pursue an MBA Degree course from any of the affiliated universities in Maharashtra, you need to take this test.

· The Universities affiliated to this exam, the number of seats etc. are as follows:

	University
	No. of

Institutes
	No. of Seats
	Degree offered
	FEES

Free Seats
	FEES

Payment Seats

	Mumbai
	17
	1200
	MMS
	Rs. 8000
	Rs.18000

	Pune
	25
	1950
	MBA
	Rs.5000
	Rs.15000

	Nagpur
	16
	940
	MBA
	Rs.5000
	Rs.15000

	Amravati
	3
	160
	MBA
	Rs.5000
	Rs.15000

	North Maharashtra
	2
	180
	MBA
	Rs.5000
	Rs.15000

	Shivaji
	13
	900
	MBA
	Rs.5000
	Rs.15000

	Marathwada
	3
	180
	MBA
	Rs.5000
	Rs.15000

	Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
	3
	150
	MBA
	Rs.5000
	Rs.15000

	SNDT Womens University
	1
	60
	MMS
	Rs. 8000
	Rs.18000

	TOTAL
	83
	5720
	
	
	


Who is eligible to appear for the CET ?
· The candidate should either be a graduate with minimum 45% marks or in the final year graduation.

· In case he/she is in the final year graduation, he/she should be in a position to submit his final mark sheet by the September of the year of the CET.

When is CET held ?
· Every year CET is held on the last Sunday of May or the first Sunday of June. This year, it was held on the first Sunday of February. 

What is the marks distribution in CET?

The CET is made up of 5 components :

1. The Written Test :

· The written test comprises of 200 marks, divided in the following areas :

Verbal Reasoning

-
Approx. 50 marks

Quantitative Reasoning

-
Approx. 50 marks

Logical Reasoning

-
Approx. 100 marks

· The written test has to be completed in 2.5 hours

* It must be noted that the CET is not divided into any sections. All the questions are spread across the entire paper randomly.

2. Group Discussion (GD) :

· The GD comprises of 17 marks

· There are usually 10 members in a team and is evaluated by a panel of 3.

· A typical CET GD lasts for 20–30 min.

3. Personal Interview (PI) :

· The Personal Interview comprises of 17 marks

· The interview is usually conducted by a panel of 2.

· The PI usually lasts for 20-30 min.

4. Academics :

· Marks for SSC or 10th Standard

2 marks if you have more than 75%

1 mark if you have between 60% to 75%

· Marks for HSC or 12th Standard

2 marks if you have more than 75%

1 mark if you have between 60% to 75%

5. Work Experience:

· 2 marks if you have more than 3 years of Work Experience

· 1 mark if you have 1 to 3 years of Work Experience

· The Experience should satisfy the following 3 conditions : 

(a) It should be had after Graduation

(b) It should be full-time

(c) It should be in a listed company

So, totally CET comprises of 240 marks. Every student gets his score out of 240 marks and based on the marks each candidate gets a unique merit rank.

You may wonder, if two candidates are tied at the same score, how can they get a unique merit rank. This is so because there are many tie - breakers. In case two candidates have the same score out of 240, the candidate having higher marks in the written test is given the preference. In case even this is the same, the person having higher marks in graduation is given preference. Then comes the HSC marks, the SSC marks and so on.  At the end of it all, every candidate gets a unique merit rank, based on which the centralised admissions take place.  

What does the Written Test comprise of ?

The following are the question types which are asked in CET (in the order of importance):

(a) Logical Reasoning :

· Visual Reasoning

· Syllogism (Assumption & Conclusion based)

· Eligibility Criteria

· Logical Puzzles

· Logical Data Interpretation

(b) Verbal Reasoning :

· Error Spotting

· Paragraph Construction (Close Test)

· Sentence Correction

· Sentence Completion

· Sentence Connection

· Jumbled Sentences

· Analogy

· Synonyms/Antonyms

· Spellings

(c) Quantitative Reasoning :

· Data Interpretation

· Data Sufficiency

· Mathematical Puzzles

· Pure Math questions

*NOTE : Over the last two years, the component of Pure Math questions in CET has been marginal, to the extent that only 8 questions were asked in the CET-1999 and 11 in the CET-2000.

In case I have given my CAT what should I concentrate on in order to crack the CET ?

The following are the areas which are important for the CET and not common to CAT :

(a) Visual Reasoning


-
35 marks

(b) Eligibility Criteria


-
10 marks


(c) Logical / Mathematical Puzzles
-
20 marks

(d) Syllogism



-
10 marks

(e) Paragraph Construction

-
10 marks

(e) Error Spotting


-
 5 marks

(f)  Sentence Connection

-
 5 marks

Which are the Top-Ranked Institutes affiliated to the CET ?

1. Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of Management Studies (JBIMS) – Mumbai University

2. Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies (NMIMS) – Mumbai University

3. Symbiosis Institute of Business Management (SIBM) – Pune University

4. Somaiya Institute of Management Studies and Research (SIMSR) – Mumbai University

5. Sydhnem Institute of Management Studies and Research (SIMSREE) – Mumbai Univ.

6. P. N. Wellingkar’s Institute of Management Studies – Mumbai University

7. Chetana’s Institute of Management Studies – Mumbai University

8. S. I. E. S. College of Mangement Studies (SIESCOMS) – Mumbai University

9. I. E. S. College of Management Studies – Mumbai University

10. M.E.T. College of Management Studies – Mumbai University  

What are the different categories under which seats are distributed under the CET ?

The number of seats given above are the total number of seats allocated to each university. These seats are allocated under the following categories :

· NRI Seats : If one of the parents of a candidate is a NRI, 15% of the seats in every institute is reserved for such a candidate.

· Outside Maharashtra Candidate : If a candidate has passed his graduation / appearing for graduation from a university outside Maharashra, 10% of the seats in every institute is reserved for such a candidate.

· Outside Home University Candidate : If a candidate has passed his graduation / appearing for graduation from a university within Maharashtra, but not from the university to which a particular institute is affiliated to, 15% of the seats in such a institute is reserved for that candidate.

· Home University Candidate : The remaining 60% of the seats in a institute is given to the candidates who have passed their graduation from the same university to which the said college is affiliated to.

Other Reservations :

· Reserved Class : 50% of the seats distributed under Home University Category (i.e. 30% effectively) in every institute is reserved for candidates who belong to SC/ST/NT/OBC etc.

· Linguistic Minority Quota : Not all institutes have this reservation. Some institutes have 50% of the seats in them distributed under the Home University Category reserved for candidates who belong to a particular sect. This reservation is as follows :

1. NMIMS


    :   Seats reserved for Gujarati speaking community

2. SIMSR


    :   Seats reserved for Gujarati speaking community

3. SIESCOMS 

    :   Seats reserved for South Indian’s

4. Lala Lajpathrai (Mumbai Univ.) : Seats reserved for Punjabi’s

5. Rizvi (Mumbai Univ.)
    : Seats reserved for Muslim community

*NOTE : All the above institutes have a separate written exam and admission procedure in case a candidate needs to apply through the above category. But appearing for the CET is a must.


Sample Calculation (University wise break up of seats)

Number of Seats in Mumbai University 


=
1300

Seats under NRI Category (15%)



=
  195

Seats under Outside Maharashtra Category (10%) 

=
  130

Seats under Outside Home University Category (15%)
= 
  195

Seats under Home University – Reserved Category (30%)
=
  390

Seats under Home University – General Category (30%)
=
  390

Sample Calculation (Institute wise break up of seats – without linguistic minority quota)

Number of seats in JBIMS




=
  120

Seats under NRI Category (15%)



=
    18

Seats under Outside Maharashtra Category (10%) 

=
    12 

Seats under Outside Home University Category (15%)
= 
    18

Seats under Home University – Linguistic Minority (30%)
=
    36

Seats under Home University – General Category (30%)
=
    36

Sample Calculation (Institute wise break up of seats – with linguistic minority quota)

Number of seats in NMIMS




=
  120

Seats under NRI Category (15%)



=
    18

Seats under Outside Maharashtra Category (10%) 

=
    12 

Seats under Outside Home University Category (15%)
= 
    18

Seats under Home University – Linguistic Minority (30%)
=
    36

Seats under Home University – Reserved Category (15%)
=
    18

Seats under Home University – General Category (15%)
=
    18

APPROXIMATE MARKS DISTRIBUTION IN CET

Verbal Ability

Error Spotting





10

Paragraph Construction




10

Sentence Correction




  5

Sentence Connection




  5

Sentence Completion


  

  5

Jumbled Sentences





  5

Vocabulary / Spellings




15

Quantitative Ability

Pure Math Questions




15

Data Interpretation





20

Data Sufficiency





10

Logical Ability
Visual Reasoning





35

Syllogisms (Conclusions / Assumptions/Arguments)

15

Logical Data Interpretation




15

Eligibility Criteria





10

Logical Puzzles





25

The selection process for admission to all management courses in Maharahtra begins under a common umbrella in the form of a

Common Entrance Test, which is held sometime between February and May. The CET tests the candidates for their analytical, mathematical and verbal skills along with their comprehension and critical reasoning abilities. Candidates scoring above a specified score are then required to undergo a rigorous final selection procedure involving group discussions and interviews. 

Credits are also given for past academic performance and work experience. A total score is then computed and a merit list is prepared. Students are then offered admissions according to the existing rules and regulations prepared by the concerned authorities. Please refer to the DTE brochure for further information.

