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CHOLA EMPIRE : PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
MODI ADDRESSED THE AADI THIRUVATHIRAI
FESTIVAL AT GANGAIKONDA CHOLAPURAM
TEMPLE IN TAMIL NADU

Context

e Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the Aadi Thiruvathirai Festival at Gangaikonda
Cholapuram temple in Tamil Nadu. Bowing to the almighty Lord Shiva, reflecting on the
profound spiritual energy experienced through the divine Shiva Darshan in the holy land of
Raja Raja Chola, accompanied by the music of Shri Ilaiyaraaja and the sacred chanting of the
Odhuvars, Shri Modi remarked that the spiritual atmosphere deeply moved the soul.
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o Noting the significance of the holy month of Sawan and the historic occasion marking 1,000
years since the construction of the Brihadeeswarar Shiva Temple, Shri Modi expressed his
privilege in being present at the feet of Lord Brihadeeswarar Shiva during such an
extraordinary moment and performing worship at the revered temple. He prayed at the historic
Brihadeeswarar Shiva Temple for the welfare of 140 crore Indians and the continued progress
of the nation and expressed his wish that Lord Shiva’s blessings reach everyone, invoking the
sacred chant of Lord Shiva.
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Celebrating Birth Anniversary of Rajendra Chola-1,

commemoration of 1000 Years of his Maritime Expedition
in South East Asia and Commencement of Construction
of Gangaikonda Cholapuram Temple

Aadi Thiruvathirai Festival

Shri Narendra Modi

Hon'ble Prime Min
¥ 27" July 2025 1 12:00
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Chola Empire Overview

1. Rise of the Chola Empire: After the decline of the Sangam period, the Cholas became
feudatories in Uraiyur. They rose to prominence in the 9t century and later established an
empire, with their capital at Tanjore.

2. Imperial Cholas: The Chola rulers are known as the Imperial Cholas, who expanded the
empire across South India, Sri Lanka, and parts of the Malay Peninsula.

3. Vijayalaya: Founder of the Imperial Chola line. He captured Tanjore in 815 AD and built a
temple for Durga.

Aditya I: His son, Aditya I, defeated the Pallavas and annexed Tondaimandalam.

Parantaka I: Known for his temple building contributions, he suffered a defeat at the
Takkolam battle but was a key figure in early Chola history.

6. Rajaraja I: Rajaraja I was one of the most significant Chola rulers, whose reign marked the
zenith of the Chola Empire’s power.

7. Rajaraja I's Military Achievements:

e Defeated the Chera king Bhaskararavivarman.

e Conquered Pandya kingdom, Gangavadi, Tadigaipadi, and Nolambapadi.
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10.

e Expanded the Chola Empire’s influence to Sri Lanka, capturing the northern part of the
island.

e Victorious over the Western Chalukyas at the Raichur Doab and Banavasi.
e Restored the Vengi throne to Saktivarman and Vimaladitya.
e Conquered the Maldive Islands and Polanaruva.

Gangaikonda Cholapuram: Rajaraja I established the city of Gangaikonda Cholapuram after
his successful conquest of Gangavadi.

Rajaraja I's Devotion to Shaivism: Rajaraja was a devout Shaivite and constructed the
Brihadeeswara Temple (Rajarajeswara Temple) at Tanjore in 1010 AD.

Rajaraja I's Legacy: He was known as Mummidi Chola, Jayankonda, and Sivapadasekara.
His reign marked a period of great architectural, cultural, and military achievements.

Rajendra I’s Expansion

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Rajendra I: The son of Rajaraja I, Rajendra I expanded the empire to its greatest extent.
Rajendra I's Conquests:

e Defeated Mahinda V of Sri Lanka, expanding Chola control over the entire island.
e Reasserted Chola authority over the Cheras and Pandyas.

e Defeated Jayasimha II, the Western Chalukya king, and extended Chola rule over Raichur
Doab and Banavasi.

Northern Expedition: Rajendra I led a military campaign to North India, crossing the
Ganges, and defeated Mahipala I of Bengal. This victory led to the founding of
Gangaikondacholapuram, where the Rajesvaram temple was constructed.

Naval Expedition: Rajendra I led a famous naval expedition to Kadaram (Sri Vijaya) and
earned the title Kadaramkondan.

Gangaikondacholapuram: Rajendra I established this city as the new Chola capital and made
extensive contributions to the temple of Shiva.

Religious Tolerance: Despite his strong adherence to Shaivism, Rajendra I was tolerant of
other religious practices, including Vaishnavism and Buddhism.

Rajendra I's Titles: He assumed several titles such as Mudikondan, Gangaikondan, Kadaram
Kondan, and Pandita Cholan.

Legacy: Rajendra I's reign is marked by expansion and consolidation of Chola power across
the Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia.

Cultural and Administrative Contributions

19.

Chola Administration:
e Centralized and efficient administration with a well-organized bureaucracy.

e Revenue collection was managed through efficient taxation and land distribution
systems.
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20.

e Decentralized local governance through councils, most notably through the Uttiramerur
Inscription, which gave a detailed account of village administration under the Cholas.

Cultural Contributions:

e Art and Architecture: The Cholas were patrons of art, culture, and temple architecture,
with the Brihadeeswara Temple being the most significant architectural achievement.

o Literature: Chola kings encouraged Tamil literature and Shaiva Bhakti poetry.
Nayanmars and Alwars were part of this cultural renaissance.

e Shaiva Philosophy: The Chola rulers, particularly Rajaraja I and Rajendra I, were devout
followers of Shaivism, contributing to the religious and cultural fabric of Tamil Nadu.

Environmental and Strategic Importance

21.

Strategic Importance: The Chola navy was one of the most powerful in the world, securing
maritime trade routes across the Indian Ocean.

22. Water Management: Rajendra I's rule emphasized water management, with the construction

23.

of irrigation tanks like Cholagangam and Ponneri Lake, exemplifying their advanced
understanding of hydrology and environmental management.

Trade and Economy: The Chola Empire thrived through extensive maritime trade, especially
in spices, textiles, and precious metals with Southeast Asia, China, and Arab traders.

Chola Influence on Modern India

24.

25.

26.

Legacy of Governance: The Chola administration’s efficient governance, decentralized
systems, and tax policies remain a model for modern democratic and administrative reforms
in India.

Cultural Diplomacy: Chola maritime diplomacy paved the way for India’s cultural
diplomacy in modern times, especially with the Southeast Asian nations.

Resurgence of Shaivism: The Chola kings’ dedication to Shaivism continues to inspire
religious, cultural, and spiritual practices in India.

Relevance to Modern India

27.

28.

29.

30.

Modern India and Chola Legacy: India’s democratic traditions, especially those regarding
public participation and local governance, find a resonance with the practices of the Chola
Empire, such as the Kudavolai Amaippu system.

Environmental and Water Management: The Chola Empire’s advancements in water
management can guide India’s sustainable development practices, especially in agriculture
and irrigation.

Chola Navy’s Model: The naval strength of the Chola Empire can inform India’s current
maritime strategy to safeguard Indian Ocean trade routes.

Cultural Integration: The Chola era’s cultural integration serves as an example for modern
India to reinforce national unity and cultural pride.
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Chola Administration

31. Central Government:

The king was at the top of the administration.
Tanjore and Gangaikondacholapuram served as capitals.

The Chola monarch was supported by a strong administrative machinery, including
officials like perundanam and sirudanam.

32. Revenue System:

Land revenue system called Puravuvarithinaikkalam.

Land was carefully surveyed and classified for tax assessment.
Exemptions were provided to temple lands and residential villages.
Taxes were levied on tolls, customs, professional dues, and judicial fines.

During tough times, taxes were remitted, and Kulottunga I earned the title Sungam
Tavirtta Cholan for abolishing tolls.

33. Military Administration:

The Chola Empire maintained a standing army including elephants, cavalry, infantry, and
a strong navy.

Naval supremacy was one of the key features of the empire.

The royal troops were called Kaikkolaperumpadai, with a personal troop for the king’s
protection known as Velaikkarar.

34. Provincial Administration:

The empire was divided into mandalams, valanadus, and nadus, with royal princes or
officers in charge.

Villages had significant autonomy, with councils (sabhas) handling local administration.

35. Village Administration:

Uttiramerur inscriptions provided details of village councils and qualifications for
membership.

The council system was well-organized, ensuring efficient local governance.

Socio-Economic Life

36. Caste System:

The caste system was prevalent during the Chola period.

Brahmins and Kshatriyas held special privileges, while Valangai and Idangai were two
major caste divisions.

37. Religious and Social Practices:

Saivism and Vaishnavism flourished during the Chola period.
Devadasi system (dancing girls in temples) emerged.

Sati was practiced among royal families, but it did not improve the position of women.
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38. Economic Life:

e Agriculture flourished due to the reclamation of forest lands and construction of irrigation
tanks.

e Silk weaving at Kanchi, metalworks, and a brisk trade network contributed to the empire’s
prosperity.

e The Cholas issued gold, silver, and copper coins and were involved in extensive trade
with China, Sumatra, Java, and Arabia.

39. Tamil Literature:
e Tamil literature reached its zenith during the Chola period.

e Notable works include Sivakasintamani, Kamban’s Ramayana, Tiruttondarpuranam by
Sekkilar, and Kalingattupparani by Jayankondar.

Art and Architecture

40. Temple Architecture:
e The Cholas perfected the Dravidian style of temple architecture.
e Brihadeeswara Temple at Tanjore, built by Rajaraja I, is a masterpiece.

e Siva temples at Gangaikondacholapuram, Airavathesvara Temple, and Kampaharesvara
Temple are other notable structures.

41. Chola Sculptures:

e The Chola period is known for bronze sculptures, particularly the Nataraja (dancing
Shiva) statues.

e Bronze icons are famous worldwide for their artistic excellence.
42. Chola Paintings:

e Chola paintings were found on the walls of temples such as Narthamalai and Tanjore
temples.

Cultural and Historical Importance

43. Cultural Unity:

e Chola rulers played a pivotal role in the cultural unification of India, especially in the Tamil
region.

e Shaivism was a central part of the Chola identity and cultural unity.
44. Water Management:

e Chola rulers like Rajaraja I and Rajendra I invested heavily in water management systems
such as irrigation tanks and canals to support agricultural growth.

Expansion and Military Conquests

45. Rajaraja I's Military Campaigns:
e Conquered Sri Lanka, defeated the Cheras, Pandyas, and Western Chalukyas, and
expanded the empire to the Tungabhadra River.
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Conducted naval expeditions and strengthened Chola rule over the Maldive Islands.

46. Rajendra I's Military Achievements:

Legacy

Rajendra I continued his father’s expansionist policy by conquering Sri Lanka, Bengal, and
Kadaram (present-day Malaysia).

Gangaikondacholapuram was established as a new capital to commemorate his northern
campaign and victory over Mahipala I of Bengal.

His famous naval expedition to the Sri Vijaya Empire (Kadaram) brought temporary
Chola control over Southeast Asia.

47. Political and Administrative Systems:

Chola rulers established an efficient administrative system, creating a model for modern
governance.

The Kudavolai system of local governance and village autonomy were precursors to
modern decentralized governance.

48. Cultural Diplomacy:

The Chola Empire’s maritime diplomacy with Southeast Asia contributed to India’s
cultural influence in the region.

49. Chola Influence on Modern India:

Chola navy and their strategic maritime importance remain relevant to India’s modern
maritime and security policies.

Chola Empire’s Contribution to Modern India

50. Cultural Pride:

The Chola legacy inspires modern India to protect its cultural heritage while striving for
socio-economic development.

The Chola Empire’s historical contributions serve as a cultural anchor for India’s
national identity.

Key Points for UPSC GS Paper | (Indian Heritage and Culture)

51. Historical and Cultural Significance of the Chola Dynasty:

Rajendra Chola I (1014-1044 CE) was one of the most visionary rulers in Indian history,
greatly expanding the Chola Empire’s influence across South and Southeast Asia.

Rajendra Chola’s maritime expedition to Southeast Asia (1,000 years ago) highlighted the
global influence of the Chola Empire, particularly in trade and culture.

Rajendra Chola constructed the Gangaikonda Cholapuram Temple, an architectural
marvel and a testament to the Chola Empire’s legacy. The temple is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
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Aadi Thiruvathirai Festival commemorates the Shaiva Bhakti tradition supported by the
Cholas, immortalized by the 63 Nayanmars (Tamil Shaiva saint-poets).

52. Shaivite Traditions and Their Impact:

53. Architectural Heritage of the Cholas:

54. Role of Temples in Tamil Nadu:

The Shaivite tradition, particularly in Tamil Nadu, has played a vital role in shaping
India’s cultural identity. The festival emphasizes the rich Tamil Shaiva Bhakti tradition.

The Chola rulers” promotion of Shaivism contributed to the cultural development of the
region, shaping both social and spiritual spheres.

The Gangaikonda Cholapuram Temple built by Rajendra
Chola is known for its intricate sculptures, Chola bronzes, and
ancient inscriptions, showcasing the high point of Chola
architecture.

The legacy of Rajendra Chola is celebrated through the
installation of his statues in Tamil Nadu, which will serve as
pillars of historical consciousness.

The Gangaikonda Cholapuram temple is an important cultural
and historical site. Such temples reflect the historical role of
temples in governance, cultural exchange, and community life
in the Chola period.

The Sengol (Tamil ceremonial sceptre) symbolizes the transfer
of power from British rule to Indian independence and is now
installed in India’s new Parliament, reflecting the blend of
cultural traditions with modern governance.

Key Points for UPSC GS Paper Il (Governance, Constitution, Polity,
Social Justice)

55. Governance and Political Philosophy of the Chola Empire:

The Chola rulers, especially Rajendra Chola, were early proponents of democratic
practices, as seen in the Kudavolai Amaippu system. This was a form of democratic
election system that predates the famous Magna Carta by centuries.

Rajendra Chola’s reign demonstrated good governance through administrative reforms,
strengthening the local governance system and implementing a robust revenue structure.

56. Environmental and Sustainability Lessons from Ancient India:

The Chola Empire’s management of water resources (e.g., the transportation of Ganga
water to the South) is a prime example of early environmental management. Rajendra
Chola’s actions underscore India’s historical awareness of ecological preservation and
sustainable water use.
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Modern India continues to draw inspiration from such ancient practices, emphasizing
water conservation and environmental sustainability, as seen in the current efforts to
restore and preserve water systems.

57. National Unity and Integration:

The Prime Minister’s emphasis on the legacy of the Chola rulers highlights the cultural
unity that was fostered across regions of India. Programs like the Kashi Tamil Sangamam
and Saurashtra Tamil Sangamam are a continuation of the Chola Empire’s efforts to
maintain unity in cultural diversity.

The Matri Van Initiative and other urban development projects echo this vision of
national integration, linking the ancient wisdom of the Cholas with contemporary efforts
to create sustainable and unified governance structures.

58. International Relations and Diplomacy:

Rajendra Chola’s diplomatic and trade relations with countries like Sri Lanka, the
Maldives, and Southeast Asia reflect early examples of international diplomacy. These
historical precedents offer valuable lessons for modern India’s foreign policy strategies,
especially in fostering regional cooperation.

The Prime Minister’s visit to the Maldives and his reference to Indo-Australian
cooperation underline the significance of multilateral partnerships in addressing global
challenges.

59. Contemporary Governance and Leadership:

The Sengol and its installation in Parliament highlight the blend of tradition and
modernity in India’s governance system. The Prime Minister’s reference to the Sengol
symbolizes the core values of justice, righteousness, and ethical leadership, central to
India’s constitutional philosophy.

The Prime Minister’s call for “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat” aligns with the Chola
Empire’s spirit of unity, underscoring the importance of national identity and inclusive
governance in modern India.

Key Takeaways for UPSC Preparation

The legacy of the Chola dynasty, particularly the contributions of Rajendra Chola, offers
key insights into historical governance, democracy, cultural heritage, and environmental
sustainability, all of which are highly relevant to GS Paper I and II.

The Aadi Thiruvathirai Festival serves as a case study for understanding the intersection
of culture, tradition, governance, and modern policy in India’s ongoing development.

The Sengol and its symbolic installation in Parliament highlight the importance of cultural
heritage in the modernization of governance systems.

Programs like the Matri Van Initiative showcase India’s commitment to green
development and sustainable urban governance, providing relevant case studies for
urban planning and environmental policy.
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UPSC PRELIMS

UPSC Prelims Multiple Choice Questions

1. Which of the following statements regarding the Chola administration is/are correct?
1. The Chola Empire had a centralized administration with a highly structured bureaucracy.

2. The Cholas were the first to implement democratic elections at the village level through the
Kudavolai system.

3. The Chola Empire relied solely on a military government without any civilian oversight.

4. Revenue collection was managed through an efficient land revenue system known as
“Puravuvarithinaikkalam.”

Select the correct answer using codes given below:
(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1, 2, and 4 only

(c) 1,3, and 4 only

(d) 1,23, and 4

Page 11
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2. The Chola dynasty was particularly known for its achievements in the following areas. Which

of the statements are correct?

1. The Cholas were known for their architectural contributions, especially the Dravidian style
of temple architecture.

2. Rajaraja I constructed the Brihadeeswara Temple at Tanjore, which remains a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

3. The Cholas focused exclusively on inland architecture and ignored maritime structures.

4. The Cholas were pioneers in the art of bronze sculpture, particularly in making Nataraja
statues.

Select the correct answer using codes given below:
(@) 1,2, and 4 only (c) 3and 4 only
(b) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2, and 3 only

Which of the following statements about the Chola Empire’s military is/are correct?
The Chola military was composed of infantry, cavalry, elephants, and a powerful navy.
The Cholas had a standing navy that controlled the Bay of Bengal.

The Chola military was exclusively land-based and did not engage in naval expeditions.

Ll .

Rajendra I conducted a famous naval expedition to the Kadaram (Sri Vijaya Empire).

Select the correct answer using codes given below:
(@) 1and 2 only
(b) 3 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 4 only
(d) 2 and 3 only

Who among the following led a successful military campaign against the kingdom of Srivijaya,
the powerful maritime State, which ruled the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and the
neighbouring islands?

(a) Amoghavarsha (Rashtrakuta)
(b) Prataparudra (Kakatiya)

(c) Rajendra I (Chola)

(d) Vishnuvardhana (Hoysala)

5. With reference to medieval India, which ruler assumed the title ‘gangaikondachola’?
(a) Rajendra 1 (c) Rajaraja
(b) Vijayalaya (d) Narasimha explain
Page 12
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Answers

1. (b) 1,2, and 4 only

The Chola administration was highly centralized, and it used an efficient land revenue system
(Puravuvarithinaikkalam) for tax assessment. The Kudavolai system, used for village
elections, shows the Cholas’ commitment to decentralized governance. However, the Chola
administration was not purely military in nature, as it included civilian officials and a strong
bureaucracy.

2. (@) 1,2 and 4 only

The Cholas are renowned for their contributions to Dravidian temple architecture, and
Rajaraja I’s Brihadeeswara Temple is a masterpiece still admired globally. Additionally, the
Chola period saw great advancements in bronze sculpture, with the Nataraja statues being
particularly famous. The Cholas did not ignore maritime structures; they built extensive naval
fleets and engaged in trade.

3. (a)1and 2 only

The Chola military was highly organized and consisted of infantry, cavalry, elephants, and a
powerful navy, which controlled the Bay of Bengal. Rajendra I led a famous naval
expedition to Kadaram (modern-day Malaysia), which extended the empire’s influence
beyond India. The Cholas were not exclusively land-based in their military strategy and
placed great emphasis on their naval capabilities.

4. ()

Rajendra I, the son of Rajaraja I, led a successful naval expedition against the Srivijaya
Empire, a powerful maritime state that ruled over regions such as the Malay Peninsula,
Sumatra, Java, and surrounding islands. This expedition, which took place in the early 11th
century, was one of Rajendra I's significant military achievements.

5. (a)
The title ‘Gangaikondachola” was assumed by Rajendra I, the son of Rajaraja I, who was one
of the most powerful rulers of the Chola dynasty. Rajendra I is known for his military
conquests and his significant expansion of the Chola Empire.
o The title “Gangaikondachola’ translates to “The Chola who took the Ganges”. Rajendra I
assumed this title after his successful campaign in North India where he defeated the Pala
king Mahipala I and conquered the Ganges River region.

e After this victory, Rajendra I established a new capital called Gangaikondacholapuram to
commemorate his success and to symbolize the expansion of Chola power beyond South
India. The famous Rajesvaram Temple was also constructed in this new capital.
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UPSC MAINS

Al

UPSC Mains Basic Questions

1. Discuss the significance of the Chola Empire’s contributions to India’s cultural heritage
and governance. How do the lessons from the Chola era resonate in modern India’s
governance and policy initiatives?

(150 words)
Explanation:

e The Chola Empire, one of the longest-ruling dynasties in Indian history, made
monumental contributions to India’s cultural heritage and governance. At its peak, the
Chola Empire’s influence stretched across South and Southeast Asia, leaving a lasting

legacy in architecture, administration, and culture.

¢ Cultural Heritage: The Cholas were strong patrons of Shaivism, which profoundly shaped
India’s religious and spiritual landscape. The Gangaikonda Cholapuram Temple, built by
Rajendra Chola I, is a prime example of the dynasty’s architectural and artistic excellence.
The Chola period also saw the flourishing of Tamil literature, with the 63 Nayanmar saints
contributing immensely to the devotional poetry that continues to inspire Indian
spirituality today. Their support for the arts, especially in the form of temple sculptures,
Chola bronzes, and classical dance, enriched India’s cultural fabric.
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Governance: The Chola Empire is renowned for its efficient administrative systems.
Rajendra Chola’s introduction of decentralized governance through the empowerment of
local assemblies (like the Kudavolai Amaippu system) is an early example of democratic
practices in India. This system allowed local communities to elect their representatives and
participate in decision-making, an idea that resonates with modern India’s emphasis on
decentralization and grassroots democracy.

Modern Resonance: The principles of inclusive governance and administrative efficiency
practiced by the Cholas continue to influence modern India. For example, the Matri Van
Initiative in Gurugram, aimed at creating sustainable urban spaces, echoes the Chola
commitment to environmental sustainability. Similarly, the installation of the Sengol in
the Indian Parliament, symbolizing the transfer of power, draws inspiration from Chola-
era symbols of justice and moral governance.

In essence, the Chola Empire’s legacy of efficient governance, cultural patronage, and

environmental stewardship resonates strongly in modern India’s development agenda.

2.  Analyze the role of cultural heritage in shaping India’s identity and governance. Reflect
on the initiatives launched by the government to preserve and promote India’s cultural
and historical legacy, with a special focus on the Aadi Thiruvathirai Festival.

(150 words)
Explanation:

Cultural heritage plays a crucial role in shaping India’s national identity and governance
by grounding the nation in its rich history, traditions, and values. India’s identity is deeply
intertwined with its diverse cultural expressions, including religion, arts, architecture,
and literature. These elements reflect the nation’s shared history, fostering a sense of unity
despite the diversity of languages, religions, and customs across its regions. The
preservation and promotion of India’s cultural heritage are vital not only for maintaining a
connection with the past but also for shaping the future trajectory of the nation.

The Aadi Thiruvathirai Festival, celebrated in Tamil Nadu, is a prime example of how
cultural heritage plays a central role in governance and national unity. This festival
celebrates the Shaivite tradition, which is deeply rooted in India’s spiritual and cultural
history. It honors the Chola dynasty, particularly Rajendra Chola, whose rule promoted
the Shaivite tradition and Tamil literature. The festival not only highlights India’s
religious diversity but also showcases the country’s rich cultural heritage, which
continues to influence modern governance and policy.

In recent years, the government has launched several initiatives to preserve and promote
India’s cultural heritage. Programs like the Matri Van Initiative and the National Mission
on Monuments and Antiquities aim to protect India’s natural and cultural landmarks.
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The installation of the Sengol in Parliament in 2023, symbolizing justice and moral
governance, is an example of using historical symbols to reinforce modern democratic
values.

These efforts reflect the government’s commitment to integrating cultural heritage into
governance and national policy, promoting a holistic and inclusive identity for India in
the global context.

3. “Though the great Cholas are no more yet their name is still remembered with great pride
because of their highest achievements in the domain of art and architecture”. Comment.
(150 words)
Explanation:

The Chola Empire, one of the most illustrious dynasties in Indian history, is renowned for
its remarkable achievements in art, architecture, and administration. Despite their decline
over centuries, the legacy of the Cholas continues to resonate in India’s cultural
consciousness, especially through their unparalleled contributions to the arts.

In the realm of art and architecture, the Cholas reached their zenith, with the most
prominent being the Dravidian style of temple architecture. The Brihadeeswara Temple
at Tanjore, built by Rajaraja Chola I, is one of the finest examples of this style. This
monumental structure, with its towering vimana (spire) and intricate sculptures,
exemplifies the grandeur of Chola architecture and continues to inspire architects and
scholars worldwide. The Cholas also introduced bronze sculpture, particularly the iconic
Nataraja (dancing Shiva) statues, which are celebrated for their aesthetic and spiritual

significance. These works have become symbols of India’s cultural and religious identity.

The Cholas’ artistic achievements were not confined to architecture alone. The Chola
bronzes, renowned for their intricate craftsmanship and spiritual symbolism, remain
some of the most cherished works in Indian art. The Chola period also witnessed the
flourishing of Tamil literature, with masterpieces like Kamban’s Ramayana and
Tiruttondarpuranam, which have immortalized their cultural richness.

Through their patronage of the arts and temples, the Cholas not only advanced religious
devotion but also contributed to India’s cultural heritage. Their legacy endures as a
reminder of India’s ancient artistic achievements and continues to inspire contemporary
Indian culture and art. The pride in the Chola name, especially in terms of their artistic
and architectural contributions, remains a defining feature of India’s cultural heritage.
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UPSC INTERVIEW

UPSC Interview-Based Questions

1. The Chola Empire was a golden age of India. How do you think modern India can learn
from the governance practices of the Chola rulers?

Explanation:

e Modern India can learn from the Chola Empire’s efficient decentralized governance,
exemplified by the Kudavolai Amaippu system, which promoted local elections and
community participation in decision-making. The Cholas also demonstrated effective
administration with a strong focus on military strength, trade, and infrastructure, which
modern India can adapt to bolster its economic growth. The Chola period’s emphasis on
environmental sustainability, such as water management, provides valuable lessons for
sustainable development today. Additionally, their support for cultural unity and
innovation in governance could inspire inclusive policy-making in a diverse country like
India. Finally, the Chola Empire’s ability to blend tradition and progress offers a roadmap
for modern India’s cultural diplomacy and global leadership.
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2.  What role does cultural heritage play in modern foreign policy, and how should India
leverage its rich cultural history in global diplomacy?

Explanation:

e Cultural heritage plays a key role in modern foreign policy by enhancing soft power and
fostering global connections. India can leverage its rich cultural history, such as through
heritage diplomacy and initiatives like the Kashi Tamil Sangamam, to strengthen ties with
nations, especially in Southeast Asia. This approach promotes cultural understanding,
supports economic partnerships, and boosts India’s global standing.

3. The Sengol, a symbol of India’s cultural heritage, has been installed in Parliament. What
does this signify for the future of India’s democracy?

Explanation:

e The installation of the Sengol in Parliament symbolizes India’s commitment to justice,
righteous governance, and ethical leadership. It bridges India’s rich cultural heritage
with modern democratic values, reinforcing the rule of law and accountability. This act
embodies the nation’s resolve to honor its historical roots while strengthening its
democratic foundations.
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