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GENERAL STUDIES I
Indian Heritage and Culture,
History and Geography of
World and Society

Join the dots!

A current affairs series for UPSC Examination
750th Birth Anniversary of Sri Vedanta Desika
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Vedanta desika) + Mains (GS I Indian heritage culture)
What’s the NEWS
•

Vice President Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu released a postage
stamp in New Delhi to commemorate 750th birth anniversary
of Sri Vedanta Desikan and his great philosopher’s life and
highly valued work.

•

Releasing commemorative postage stamps is an initiative to
pay tribute to great contributions of visionaries like Sri Vedanta
Desikan but it also aims to inspire our younger generation to
follow in their footsteps.

Know! the objective of this organisation
•

It emphasizes that children must internalize and practice lofty
ideals of humanism, peace and compassion propagated by the
great saint and spiritual icon.

Sri Vedanta Desikan
•

He is one of most prominent preceptors in ‘Sri Vaishnava’
tradition post Ramanuja period.

•

He had authored brilliant poems, prose, drama, epics, commentaries, scientific texts and philosophical treatises
in many languages, mainly Sanskrit, Tamil, Prakrit and Manipravalam.

•

He was a multi-faceted personality which included philosopher, master-teacher (desikan), spiritual
teacher,scientist, logician, poet, mathematician, literary genius, linguist, military strategist etc.

•

The most essential features of his philosophy is the ‘aspect of inclusion’ which means anyone, irrespective of any
caste or creed could join Sri Vaishnava fold.

•

This was a truly democratizing movement in eradication caste distinctions. He truly worked towards shaping
our Bharat into a “Jnana Bhoomi”.

Extremely Severe Cyclone Fani reached Odisha Coast
Relevance IN – Prelims (about cyclones and about Fani) + Mains (GS I important
geophysical phenomena)
What’s the NEWS
•

Cyclonic Storm ‘Fani’ reached
Odisha Coast between Gopalpur
and Chandbali around Puri on
May 03, 2019 with maximum
sustained wind speed of 170-180
kmph gusting to 200 kmph.

•

The cyclone Fani is being
tracked by Doppler Weather
Radars Vishakhapatnam and
Machilipatnam.
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Know! some facts about Cyclone Fani
•

Cyclone Fani is a massive cyclonic formation over the south of Bay of Bengal. The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) informed that Fani’s speeds ranging up to 180 kilometres per hour causing heavy rainfall in
the coastal districts of the State.

•

IMD also warned of storm surge of about 1.5 meter height which may inundate low lying coastal areas of
Ganjam, Khurda, Puri and Jagatsinghpur districts of Odisha at the time of landfall.

•

Indian Coast Guard and the Navy have deployed ships and helicopters for relief and rescue operations. Army
and Air Force units in the three States have also been put on standby.

•

NDRF has deployed 12 teams in Andhra Pradesh, 28 teams in Odisha and 6 teams in West Bengal. Additionally
32 teams have been kept on standby. The teams are equipped with boats, tree cutters, telecom equipment etc.

Know! about the name Fani
•

The name of the Cyclone ‘Fani’, pronounced as ‘Foni’ was suggested by Bangladesh. It means ‘Snake’ or ‘hood of
snake’.

•

The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) has devised a mechanism where countries submit a list of names
from time to time. Names of cyclones are chosen from this pool.

•

India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan and Thailand send names of tropical
cyclones development in the North Indian Ocean to the regional committee.

•

Presently, each country has suggested eight names for cyclones occurring in future.

•

The name ‘Fani’ was decided from a list containing 64 names.

Geological Survey of India Report Arunachal has India’s 35% graphite deposits
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the GSI report on graphite deposits) + Mains (GS I
(distribution of key natural resources)
What’s the NEWS
•

A recent report published by Geological Survey of India (GSI) reveals 35% of country’s graphite deposits are
found in Arunachal Pradesh. It is largest amount of graphite found in India at one place.

Know! more about the findings of the report
•

Since 35% of India’s Graphite deposits found in Arunachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh could now be developed
as leading producer of graphite in country thus helping in meeting its future needs.

•

Report reveals that China is undertaking huge graphite mining activities across the border in Tibet Autonomous
Region.

•

Indian road and infrastructure development towards Indo-China border should act as a advantage for exploration
and extraction of mineral at the same time meeting India needs and reducing imports.

•

India shares total 3,488 km border with China while Arunachal Pradesh shares 1,126 kilometers of border.

•

GSI report suggested that the survey and drilling activities of GSI should be moved towards India-China
international Border.

Know! about Geological Survey of India (GSI)
•

GSI organisation was formed in 1851 with the sole aim to locate coal for the railways.

•

The main functions of GSI relate to creation and updation of national geoscientific information and mineral
resource assessment.

•

GSI, headquartered at Kolkata, has six Regional offices located at Lucknow, Jaipur, Nagpur, Hyderabad,
Shillong and Kolkata and State Unit offices in almost all States of the country. Presently, Geological Survey of
India is an attached office to the Ministry of Mines.

Know! about Graphite
•

Graphite is a naturally-occurring form of crystalline carbon. It is a native element mineral found in metamorphic
and igneous rocks.

•

Graphite is a mineral of extremes. It is extremely soft, cleaves with very light pressure, and has a very low
specific gravity. It is the only non-metal element which is a good conductor of electricity.

Join the dots! – May 2019
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PM Modi pays tribute to Veer Savarkar on his Jayanti
Relevance IN – Prelims (facts about Veer Savarkar) + Mains (GS I Indian national movement)
What’s the NEWS
•

Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute
to patriot and freedom fighter Veer Savarkar
on his birth anniversary.

Know! about Veer Savarkar
•

Born on May 28, 1883, Vinayak Savarkar
was an Indian independence activist,
politician, lawyer, writer, and the formulator
of the Hindutva philosophy.

•

It was reportedly Savarkar, who popularized
the term ‘Hindutva’ after he joined the
Hindu Mahasabha, to create a collective
“Hindu” identity, in response to the rightwing Muslim league. The term was originally coined by Chandranath Basu.

•

Savarkar was also an ardent practitioner of Hindu Philosophy. He spoke out in favour of validating religious
myths and blind faith against the rationalisation of modern science. He was also was a rationalist and reformer.

•

While he was studying in India and England, he was associated with the revolutionary group- India House and
founded student societies including Abhinav Bharat Society and the Free India Society, as well as publications
promoting the cause of complete Indian independence.

•

He also published ‘the Indian War of Independence’, which was about the 1857 revolt that was banned by the
British authorities.

•

His revolutionary activities led to his arrest in 1910 and he was sentenced to two life terms of imprisonment,
which total led 50 years, and was moved to the Cellular Jail in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

•

He was, however, released in 1921 under restrictions after signing a plea for clemency, on the condition that he
would renounce revolutionary activities.

•

During his prison sentence, Savarkar wrote the work describing Hindutva, advocating what it means to be a
Hindu. Besides that, his work described what Hindu pride was and he defined all the people who descended
from Hindu culture as being part of Hindutva, including Buddhists, Jains and Sikhs.

Opposition to Quit India movement, INC, India’s partition and Mahatma Gandhi
•

Savarkar was a fierce critic of the Indian National Congress and its acceptance of India’s partition.

•

He had opposed the 1942 Quit India movement, calling it a “Quit India but keep your army” movement.

•

He also vehemently opposed the partition of India and creation of an independent Muslim state.
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GENERAL STUDIES II
Governance, Constitution,
Polity, Social Justice and
International relations

Iran warns to shut down the strategic Hormuz Strait
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Hormuz strait)
What’s the NEWS
•

Iran’s top general Mohammad Bagheri has warned that Tehran could close down the strategic Hormuz Strait
tension rises further. Recently, USA has imposed some sanctions and lifted off Significant Reduction Exceptions
(SREs) waivers.

•

The Strait of Hormuz, a vital shipping route linking Middle East oil producers to markets in Asia, Europe,
North America and beyond, has been at the heart of regional tensions for decades.

Know! more about Hormuz Strait
•

The waterway separates Iran and Oman, linking the
Gulf to the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea. The Strait
is 21 miles (33 km) wide at its narrowest point, but the
shipping lane is just two miles (three km) wide in either
direction.

•

Most crude exported from Saudi Arabia, Iran, the United
Arab Emirates, Kuwait and Iraq — all members of the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries — is
shipped through the waterway.

•

It is also the route used for nearly all the liquefied
natural gas (LNG) produced by the world’s biggest LNG
exporter, Qatar.

What would be the Impact
•

Crude oil prices can be surged due to supply concerns
and unsettled stock markets. The closure may also have
serious geopolitical repercussions as United States
Navy’s Central Command is located in the Persian Gulf.

•

Any confrontation between the US and Iran may escalate and will have larger security implications in the whole
region.

International Labour Day 2019
Relevance IN – Prelims (about labour day 2019)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Labour Day is celebrated to
commemorate
the
happenings
of
May 4, 1886, the Haymarket affair
(Haymarket
Massacre)
in
the
Chicago.

•

In India, the first celebration of the
Labour Day was organised in Madras
(now Chennai) by the Labour Kisan
Party of Hindustan on May 1, 1923.

Know! more about labour day
•

The Labour Day was observed across the
world on May 1, 2019. The day is also
known as International Worker’s Day and
May Day.

•

The day is celebrated by the working
classes and is promoted by the international labour movement, socialists and communists.

•

Over 90 countries, including North Korea, celebrate Labour Day on May 1 as a national holiday.
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Know! about the Haymarket affair (Haymarket Massacre)
•

It was a big event as workers were on the general strike for their eight-hour workday and police were doing their
job of dispersing the general public from the crowd.

•

Suddenly, a bomb was thrown over the crowd and police started firing over the workers and four demonstrators
were killed.

•

It was due to the sacrifice of these workers that eight-hours were declared as the legal time for the workers in
the National Convention at Chicago in 1884 by the American Federation of Labor.

•

To commemorate this event, the Second International, a pan-national organisation of socialist and communist
political parties, marked 1 May as the Labour Day in 1891.

US President Trump announces to withdraw from UN Arms Trade Treaty
Relevance IN – Prelims (about UN Arms trade treaty)
What’s the NEWS
•

President Donald Trump rejected the United Nations’ 2013 Arms Trade Treaty aimed at regulating the global
arms trade.

•

Trump said that the US Senate never ratified the 2013 Arms Trade Treaty despite his predecessor Barack
Obama having endorsed it. The US President also made it clear that he will never ratify the treaty.

Know! all about the 2013 Arms Trade Treaty
•

The 2013 Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) came into effect in December 2014 after over 65 countries of the world
signed it on June 3, 2013.

•

The treaty was discussed at the global conference from in July 2012 in New York, however, no agreement was
reached at that time.

•

Finally, on April 2, 2013, the Arms Trade Treaty was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly.

•

The UN General Assembly endorsed the Arms Trade Treaty on a vote of 154 to 3. While some countries were
absent, the only nations opposed to the ATT were Iran, North Korea, and Syria.

•

The treaty seeks to regulate the flow of weapons into conflicted zones. It requires member countries to keep
records of international transfers of weapons and to prohibit cross-border shipments that can be used in human
rights violations or attacks on civilians.

•

So far, while 130 countries have originally signed the treaty, only 101 ratified and joined it.

•

The world’s largest arms traders including the United States, China and Russia have not joined the treaty.

Objective of Arms Trade Treaty
•

The treaty creates requirements for all the countries to review the cross-border contracts in order to make sure
that these weapons would not be used for the illegal purposes such as organised crimes, human rights abuses,
violation of humanitarian law as well as terrorism.

Sanctions imposed under Immigration and Nationality Act
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the US Immigration and Nationality Act)
What’s the NEWS
•

•
•

•

With these sanctions, Pakistan is the latest to join the list of 10 nations imposed with sanctions under the US
Immigration and Nationality Act according to which countries refusing to take back deportees and visa
over-stayers will be denied American visas.
Ghana and Pakistan have been included in the list this year. The other countries include Guyana in 2001;
Gambia in 2016; Cambodia, Eritrea, Guinea, and Sierra Leone in 2017; Burma and Laos in 2018.
Under Section 243 (d) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, the US Secretary of State is required to discontinue
with the granting of immigration or non-immigrant visas to a nation upon receiving notice that the country has
denied or is delaying accepting citizen, subject or resident of that country.
The section 243 (d) of the Immigration and Nationality Act was used only twice before 2017; however, after coming to
power, the Trump Administration has been effectively using this provision on many countries, including Pakistan.

Join the dots! – May 2019

Page: 10

•

For some countries, sanctions began by targeting officials who work in the ministries responsible for accepting
the return of that country’s nationals and then sanctions escalated to other categories of applicants if initial
move did not prove effective at encouraging cooperation from the targeted government.

UN designates Masood Azhar as Global Terrorist
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the concept of global terrorist and about 1267 Al-Qaida
Sanctions Committee)
What’s the NEWS
•

The 1267 Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee of the United Nations Security Council on May 1, 2019 designated
Pakistan’s Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) chief Masood Azhar as a Global Terrorist.

What would be the impact
•

With the addition of Azhar to the Al‑Qaida Sanctions List, he will be subject to the assets freeze, travel ban
and arms embargo. The Sanctions List currently contains the names of 262 individuals and 83 entities.

Role of china
•

The move came after China lifted its hold on a proposal to blacklist Azhar. China in March 2019 had for the
fourth time blocked a bid in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to designate Azhar as a global terrorist.

Reasons for listing Azhar as a global terrorist
•

Azhar was listed for being associated with Al-Qaeda for participating in financing, planning, facilitating,
preparing acts in conjunction with, under the name of, on behalf of, or in support of JeM; for supplying, or
transferring arms and related materials; for recruiting for terrorist organisation; and for other acts or activities
indicating association with JeM.

•

However, the reasons for listing did not mention the Pulwama terror attack of February 14, 2019 in India for
which the JeM had claimed responsibility.

Fourth proposal to designate Masood Azhar as “global terrorist”
•

The decision of the United Nations came on the proposal
that was moved by P3 countries (France, United
Kingdom and United States) on February 27, 2019 to
the 1267 Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee in wake of
Pulwama terror attack by Pakistan-based terror group
JeM that killed over 40 CRPF personnel in India.

•

This proposal was the fourth such bid at the UNSC in
the last 10 years to list Azhar.

•

The members of the Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee
were given a time limit of 10 working days to raise
any objections to the proposal.

•

If there is no objection to the proposal by the end of the noobjection period, the decision is deemed to be adopted.

•

The no-objection period deadline was scheduled to
end on March 14, 2019 (Indian Time). However, just
before the deadline, China blocked the proposal with a
‘technical hold’ and asked for “more time to examine”
the proposal.

•

The technical hold is valid for up to six months and it
can be extended by three months thereafter.

Know! about Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee
•

The Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee is one of three UNSC committees dealing with counter-terrorism. The other
two are - Counter-Terrorism Committee, and the Security Council Committee.

•

The 1267 Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee aims to impose strictures against individuals and entities associated
with Al-Qaida and the Islamic State.
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•

The committee makes its decisions by consensus of its members.

What would be the outcome of listing of Azhar as a terrorist?
•

The listing of Azhar as a terrorist would be a significant diplomatic victory for India and would have resulted in
restrictions on his travel and freezing of his assets.

•

All member states freeze the funds and other financial assets and resources of designated individuals and
entities without delay.

•

The travel ban prevents the designated individuals from entering into or passing by all states through their
territories.

•

All states are required to prevent the direct or indirect supply, sale and transfer of the arms and weapons from
their territories to the designated individuals and entities.

The 14th edition of the annual Sino-Indian border trade
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the border trade and trade routes)
What’s the NEWS
•

The 14th edition of the annual Sino-Indian border
trade opened at Nathu La in Sikkim

•

Officials and traders of both the countries were
present at the border to mark the commencement of
the border trade

Know! more about the 14th edition of the trade
•

The 14th edition of the annual Sino-Indian border
trade opened at Nathu La, the frontier post at
SinoIndian border in Sikkim.

•

Every year bilateral border trade between two
countries is organised four days a week for period
of six months, between May 1 and November 30.

•

After a gap of 44 years, cross border trade was resumed on 6th, July 2006. Its reopening not only enhanced
benefits of trade, but has also increased tourism in Sikkim and provided a means of livelihood for people of this
region.

The three open trading border posts between India and China are
1.

Nathu La in Sikkim Share

2.

Shipkila in Himachal Pradesh

3.

Lipulekh (or Lipulech) in Uttarakhand

Russian President Vladimir Putin signs controversial internet bill into law
Relevance IN – (Prelims – about the sovereign internet bill)
What’s the NEWS
•

President Vladimir Putin on May 1, 2019 signed a new measure into law that will allow Russian authorities to
isolate the country’s internet from the rest of the world and create a new national network.

Know! more about the sovereign internet bill
•

The ‘sovereign internet’ bill aims to expand government control over the Internet. Russian lawmakers
insist the new law is necessary to ensure the security of Russia’s online networks, while critics argue that the
vaguely worded bill gives new censorship powers to government monitors.

•

The new law aims to protect Russia from foreign online restrictions by creating a “sustainable, secure and fully
functioning” local internet.

•

The key measures of the bill include creating technology to monitor internet routing and steering Russian
internet traffic away from foreign servers allegedly to prevent a foreign country from shutting it down.

Join the dots! – May 2019
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•

As per the authors of the initiative, Russia must ensure the security of its networks after US President Donald
Trump unveiled a new American cybersecurity strategy in 2018 that said that Russia had carried out cyber
attacks with impunity.

Relative of victim can lodge complaint of dowry harassment: SC
Rashmi Chopra vs. State of UP case

Relevance IN – Prelims (about the case and about In- house panel)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Supreme Court of India in a landmark judgement ruled that any relative of a woman, who is undergoing
cruelty and dowry harassment by her husband or in laws, can file a complaint against them.

Know! more about the judgement
•

The judgement was delivered by a bench comprising SC Justices Ashok Bhushan and Justice KM Joseph.

•

The bench stated that Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code, which deals with matrimonial cruelty against
women, does not contemplate that complaint should be filed only by women, who is subjected to cruelty by
husband or his relative.

Know! about Section 498A of IPC
•

The section 498A of the Indian Penal Code was passed by the Indian Parliament in 1983. It was introduced to
protect married women from being subjected to matrimonial cruelty.

•

It is a criminal law that states that “Husband or relative of husband of a woman subjecting her to cruelty–
Whoever, being the husband or the relative of the husband of a woman, subjects such woman to cruelty shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years and shall also be liable to fine.

Know! the highlights of The Judgement and its impact
•

The bench observed that there is nothing in Section 498A, which may indicate that when a woman is subjected
to cruelty, a complaint has to be filed necessarily by the women so subjected.

•

As per the order, any relative can lodge a complaint on behalf of the victim, which will be deemed to be maintainable.

•

The landmark judgement will help the women victims, who are unable to lodge a complaint against her husband
and in-laws.

CJI meets SC in-house panel on sexual harassment allegations
Relevance IN - Prelims (about SC in house panel and about the committee constituted)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi had a meeting with the three-member in-house Supreme Court
committee that was looking into the allegations of sexual harassment levelled against him by a former woman
employee of the court.

Know! more about the in house meeting
•

The meeting took place in response to a letter of request, which was issued to the CJI asking him to meet the
committee on the issue.

•

The move comes after the complainant on April 30 decided to boycott the proceedings of the in-house panel set
up by the apex court to inquire into the charges.

•

The complainant declined to participate in the proceedings saying that she felt “nervous” and “intimidated” by
the panel and felt that she “won’t get any justice” from it.

Know! the previous developments
•

The woman’s case had been referred to the three-judge panel with the CJI himself sitting on the judicial side on
a court non-working day to clarify his position on the issue.

•

In the full court sitting, Justice SA Bobde, who is the senior-most judge in the Supreme Court after the CJI, was
asked to create a mechanism to look into the sexual harassment allegations.

•

Justice SA Bobde named two other Justices to be a part of the panel besides him, among whom Justice N V
Ramana recused himself due to his close relations with the CJI.
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•

He was replaced by Justice Indu Malhotra. The third member of the panel is another woman judge, Justice
Indira Banerjee.

World Press Freedom Day-2019
Relevance IN – Prelims (about World press freedom day)
What’s the NEWS
•

The 26th celebration of World Press Freedom Day is jointly organized by UNESCO, the African Union
Commission and the Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

•

The main event has taken place in Addis Ababa, on May 03, 2019 at the African Union Headquarters.

•

This year’s theme is - “Media for Democracy: Journalism and Elections in Times of Disinformation”- discusses
current challenges faced by media in elections, along with the media’s potential in supporting peace and
reconciliation processes.

•

The overall theme of the event is the role of media in elections and democracy. A wide range of sessions (plenaries,
debates, lightning talks, etc.) addressed different aspects of the overall theme.

Know! more about World Press Freedom day
•

World Press Freedom Day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in December 1993, following the
recommendation of UNESCO’s General Conference. Since then, 3 May, the anniversary of the Declaration of
Windhoek is celebrated worldwide as World Press Freedom Day.

•

It is an opportunity to celebrate the fundamental principles of press freedom; assess the state of press freedom
throughout the world; defend the media from attacks on their independence; and pay tribute to journalists who
have lost their lives in the line of duty.

Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize
•

UNESCO marks World Press Freedom Day by conferring the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom
Prize on a deserving individual, organisation or institution that has made an outstanding contribution to the
defence and/or promotion of press freedom anywhere in the world, especially when this has been achieved in the
face of danger.

•

Created in 1997, the prize is awarded on the recommendation of an independent jury of 14 news professionals.

•

It is named in honour of Guillermo Cano Isaza, a Colombian journalist who was assassinated in front of the
offices of his newspaper El Espectador in Bogotá, Colombia on 17 December 1986.

e-Governance Services and IIT-Kanpur agreement to upscale Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan
Relevance IN – Prelims (about unnat bharat abhiyaan) + Mains (GS II issues relating to
development and management of social sector like human resources)
What’s the NEWS
•

e-Governance Services India Limited, an initiative of Common Service Centre’s (CSC), a special purpose vehicle
under the Ministry of Electronics & IT, has tied up with Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur to upscale
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan.

Know! about Unnat Bharat Abhiyan
•

It is an initiative of the Ministry of HRD. It aims to find solutions to accelerate sustainable growth in rural
India.

•

Under the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, IIT-Kanpur has brought together 15 leading higher education institutions
from Uttar Pradesh.

Know! more about the scheme
•

IIT Kanpur has adopted five villages Baikanthpur, Hridayapur, Pratappur Hari, Ishwariganj, and Saxupurva
situated on the outskirts of Kanpur for its overall development.

•

About fifteen affiliated educational institutions under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan will adopt gram panchayats and
equip them with all citizen centric services through CSCs.
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•

These institutions will train village level entrepreneurs (VLEs) who run CSCs as part of the village development
plan.

•

The VLEs will also be skilled about the use of solar energy, cleanliness and use of modern technologies through
interventions of IIT-Kanpur.

Know! about Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA)
•

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) is an initiative of the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD). Its
second edition was launched in the year 2018.

•

The Mission of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is to enable higher educational institutions to work with the people of
rural India in identifying development challenges and evolving appropriate solutions for accelerating sustainable
growth.

•

It also aims to create a virtuous cycle between society and an inclusive academic system by providing knowledge
and practices for emerging professions.

•

One of its goal is to build an understanding of the development agenda within institutes of Higher Education
and an institutional capacity and training relevant to national needs, especially those of rural India.

Zero pendency court project by Delhi high court

Relevance IN – Prelims (about the pilot project by Delhi high court and about Zero
pendency court case) + Mains (GS II structure organisation and functioning of judiciary)
What’s the NEWS
•

A Delhi High Court’s pilot project report on the backlog of cases has said the Capital needed 43 more judges
above the current strength of 143 to clear all the pending cases in one year.

•

The ‘Zero Pendency Courts Project’ is a one-of-its-kind project in India aimed to study the life cycle of cases to
come up with optimal timelines for cases.

Know! More about the project
•

The primary goal of the project was to study the flow of cases in the absence of backlog.

•

The conclusions from this project would help in identifying benchmarks for different types of cases time lines,
number of judges, case flow management rules and a host of other relevant factors.

•

Further, the project would not only provide information on the judicial time required to dispose a case but also
gather stage wise details in each case.

•

The various data analyses presented in the report have been done diligently keeping in view the different types of
cases that judges handle and comparison between courts that handle similar types of cases have been carried out.
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Objectives of the Zero Pendency Courts Project
•

To study the actual, real-time ‘Flow of Cases’ from the date of institution till final disposal.

•

To identify the variables responsible for delays in disposal of cases.

•

To assess realistic time lines needed for the final disposal of newly instituted cases relating to different
jurisdictions.

•

To stipulate norms designating the acceptable or tolerable time schedules for disposal of different types of cases.

•

To assess the realistic time lines required for various stages of the ‘flow of cases’ in different jurisdictions.

•

To appreciate the institution patterns and mapping the nature of litigation in different jurisdictions in different
District Courts.

Know! more about the report (findings of pilot project)
•

All the 11 pilot courts entered details under the Daily Work done template between January 2017 and December 2017.

•

It contained information on time spent on hearings and flow of cases through different stages.

•

The report noted that the number of criminal cases in Delhi is far more than the number of civil cases. As on
March 20, 2019, there were 5.5 lakh criminal cases and 1.8 lakh civil cases pending in subordinate courts in Delhi.

•

It said the highest amount of time per hearing on average was spent on the final arguments stage followed by
the final order or judgment.

•

A considerable amount of time is taken on dictation, researching on case laws etc. before pronouncing the final
judgment. Thus, a lot of time is spent on each of the hearings, it said.

Reason for delays
•

The reason for delays, the report said was the absence of witnesses. Evidence stage forms an important of a case.

•

Absence of witnesses during the evidence stage causes a serious impediment to the progress of the case.

•

Also, unnecessary adjournments sought by the advocates or the parties at various stages in a case delay the
proceedings, thus prolonging the case life. Additionally, there is a delay in the service of summons, especially to
outstation parties.

How to rectify this
•

It suggested bumping up the current strength of judges from 143 to an “ideal” 186 judges to clear all the pending
cases in one year.

•

Delhi needs 43 more Judges above the current strength of 143 to clear all pending cases in one year.

•

As on March 2019, there were 5.5 lakh criminal cases and 1.8 lakh civil cases pending in subordinate courts in
Delhi.

India re-elected as Observer to ‘Arctic Council’
Relevance IN – Prelims (about arctic council) + Mains (GS II important international
organisations + GS III environment conservation)
What’s the NEWS
•

India re-elected as Observer to the
Arctic Council, an intergovernmental
forum. The decision was taken during
the 11th Arctic Council ministerial
meeting at Rovaniemi, Finland.

•

The Council also appointed the
International Maritime Organisation
(IMO) as a new Observer.

Know! more about it
•

India successfully got the Observer
status in 2013 during the Kiruna
Ministerial meeting held in Sweden.
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•

India has its Arctic research station ‘Himadri’ in Svalbard, Norway since 2008. Located at the International
Arctic Research base, the research station was set up by India’s National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research,
an institute under the Ministry of Earth Sciences.

•

The station works on the mass balance of glaciers, studies the effect of the global warming on the water bodies,
and observes the formation of clouds and precipitation.

Know! about Arctic Council
•

The Arctic Council is the leading intergovernmental forum that “promotes cooperation and interaction among
the Arctic States, Arctic indigenous communities and inhabitants of Arctic region on issues pertaining to
sustainable development and environmental protection”.

•

The Members of the Arctic Council are - the United States, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia,
and Sweden.

Observer Status
•

The Arctic Council also consists of Observers. This position is open to all non-Arctic states, inter-governmental
organisations, non-governmental organisations, global and regional organisations. The Observers engage at the
level of Working Groups in the Council.

•

So far, 13 Non-arctic States have been accredited as Observers to the Council.

These are:
•

France Japan Poland Singapore United Kingdom Germany The Netherlands India Spain Italy China Korea
Switzerland

Honey Mission initiative
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Honey Mission) + Mains (GS II welfare schemes for the
vulnerable sections of the population)

What’s the NEWS
•

The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) distributed more than one lakh bee-boxes among farmers
and unemployed youths across India in less than two years under its ‘Honey Mission’ initiative.

•

This is the first time such mass scale distribution of honey bee boxes has taken place in country.

Know! about Honey Mission
•

It was launched in August 2017 in line with PM Narendra Modi’s call for ‘Sweet Revolution’ (revolution in
production of honey to increase its production)

Under this mission KVIC provides beekeepers
•

Practical training about examination of honeybee colonies.

•

Acquaintance with apicultural equipments.

•

Identification and management of bee enemies and diseases.

•

Honey extraction and wax purification.

•

KVIC would provide loans for setting up processing units, packaging units and labelling units for honey.
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Earlier World record
•

Earlier on 21 May 2018 on occasion of World Honey Bee Day, KVIC distributed 1,000 bee-boxes among 100
Mishing tribe in Kaziranga forest area in Assam and created a new world record of distributing maximum
number of bee boxes in a single day.

Know! about Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC)
•

It is a statutory body formed under ‘Khadi and Village Industries Commission Act of 1956’ by Government of India.

•

It is an apex organisation under Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME).

•

It is nodal implementation agency of Prime Minister Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) at national
level.

•

PMEGP is a major credit-linked subsidy programme being implemented by MSME Ministry since 2008-09 and
will Continue till 2019-20. It aims to generate employment in India’s rural and urban areas.

Home Ministry terminates Black List of Indian-origin people
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the black list of Indian origin people + about restricted
area) + Mains (GS II internal security)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Home Ministry has decided to discard its ‘Black List’ of Indian-origin people.

•

The list mostly comprised the names of people belonging to the Sikh Community, who have taken asylum
abroad under the plea of alleged persecution in India.

•

As per officials from the Home Ministry, all those presently in the blacklist will be given regular visa as well as
Overseas Citizen of India cards.

Know! all about Black List
•

The Black List was maintained by Indian missions and posts abroad.

•

The Indian-origin people who took asylum abroad under the plea of alleged persecution in India are included in
the list.

•

Those who are in the Black list are denied visa services by Indian missions and posts.

•

With the decision to do away with the list, such asylum seekers along with their family will be granted visa and
consular services at par with foreigners of the country in which they are living.

•

The asylum seekers, who are mostly Sikhs, can also obtain Overseas Citizen of India cards if they have held
normal Indian visas for at least two years.

Foreigners to be granted permits to visit restricted areas
•

The Home Ministry has asked the state governments and Foreigners Regional Registration Officers (FRROs) to
grant permits to foreigners to visit protected and restricted areas in the country.

•

With the order, the state governments and FRROs can now grant such permits even for non-tourism purposes
and even in areas not open for tourism purposes.

•

Few areas in the northeastern states, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and a few islands in the
Andamans have been declared as protected and restricted areas.

•

Foreign tourists are required to take special permission to visit such places.

NIOS, NHMPH sign pact to provide quality training to multipurpose health
workers
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the objective of the MoU) + GS II issues relating to
development and management of social services like health care)
What’s the NEWS
•

The National Institute of Open Schooling under the Ministry of Human Resources Development signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Maharashtra state government’s National Health Mission of Public
Health Department.
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Know! the Objective
•

The agreement aims to provide vocational programmes to the health service providers of the providers of the
National Health Mission (NHM) through National Institute of Open Schooling.

•

The key objective is to impart uniform structured and quality training to multipurpose health workers class lll,
male health workers and community health workers followed by their assessment, evaluation and certification.

•

The MoU will also enable certification of Secondary, Senior Secondary Vocational Education and Community
Health Workers for ASHAs.

Know! about National Institute of Open Schooling
•

The National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) was established in November 1989 as an autonomous
organisation by the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development.

•

The institute provides a number of vocational, life enrichment and community oriented courses besides general
and academic courses at the secondary and senior secondary level. It also offers Elementary level Courses
through its Open Basic Education Programmes (OBE).

•

The key aim of the institute is to enable sustainable inclusive learning with universal and flexible access to
quality school education and skill development.

SC grants time extension for mediation in Ayodhya case till August 15
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the mediation panel) + Mains (GS II structure organisation
and functioning of judiciary
What’s the NEWS
•

The Supreme Court of India extended
the time given to the mediation panel
to come up with an amicable solution
in the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
land dispute case till August 15, 2019.

•

The decision was taken by a five-judge
constitution bench comprising CJI
Ranjan Gogoi, Justices S A Bobde,
Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan and
Abdul Nazeer.

•

It came after the three-member
mediation panel submitted its interim
report on the issue, in a sealed cover on
May 9.

Know! more about the mediation panel
•

The time extension was granted following a request by the Chairman of the mediation panel, Retired SC
judge, Justice F M Khalifullah.

•

Besides Justice F M Khalifullah, the other two members of the panel include spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi
Sankar and senior advocate Sriram Panchu.

•

The top court had formed the three-member panel to find a solution to the long-standing dispute, which is
acceptable by all parties.

•

The panel was constituted after the court observed the lack of consensus between the parties in the matter.

•

The mediation proceedings were held confidentially and the court had banned the media from reporting it.

•

The proceedings were directed to be held in Faizabad, newly renamed as Ayodhya, where the disputed site is
located.

•

The status report of the hearings was to be submitted to the court within the time of four weeks.

Know! about the background
•

The Supreme Court had on March 8, 2019 decided to refer the Ayodhya-Babri Masjid title dispute case for
mediation.
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•

The apex court formed a panel of mediators to resolve the issue and asked them to conduct in-camera proceedings
and complete the mediation within a period of eight weeks.

•

The court also directed that the mediation proceedings should be conducted with the utmost confidentiality for
ensuring its success.

•

While the Muslim petitioners welcomed the apex court’s decision on mediation, Hindu bodies except for the
Nirmohi Akhara and the Uttar Pradesh government opposed the suggestion.

Why the decision of mediation was taken
•

The decision for mediation was taken while the apex court was hearing appeals against the verdict of Allahabad
High Court, delivered on September 30, 2010.

•

The high court verdict had then ordered a three-way division of the disputed Babri Masjid- Ayodhya land
between the Nirmohi Akhara sect, the Sunni Central Wakf Board, Uttar Pradesh and Ramlalla.

Will not extend deadline for finalisation of Assam NRC: Supreme Court
Relevance IN – Prelims (all about NRC developments) + Mains (GS II internal security
challenges)
Know! about the recent updates
•

The Assam government released
the final draft of NRC on July 30,
2018. The list incorporates names
of 2.89 crore people out of 3.29 crore
applicants.

•

The names of over 40 lakh people
have been left out. Resultantly, the
process of consideration of claims
for inclusion or exclusion of names
from the NRC began before the
final document get finalised.

Recent statement by SC
regarding NRC
•

The Supreme Court ruled that the
court will not extend the deadline for
finalisation of the Assam National
Register of Citizens (NRC). Hence,
the final Assam NRC should be
readied by July 31, 2019.

•

The final draft of NRC was
released on July 30, 2018. The list
incorporates names of 2.89 crore
people out of 3.29 crore applicants.
The names of over 40 lakh people
have been left out.

Know! the earlier ruling of the
Supreme Court
•

The Supreme Court on December 12, 2018 extended the deadline for the submission of claims and objections
by individuals excluded from the first draft of the Assam National Register of Citizens (NRC) to December 31,
2018. Earlier, the last date for submission was December 15.

•

A bench of Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and Justice Rohinton Nariman directed that the copies of the draft NRC
shall be made available for inspection to District Magistrate, Deputy Commissioner, Sub-Divisional Offices
(Civil), Circle Offices and Gram Panchayats to facilitate filing of objections against wrongful inclusions.

Know! all about National Register of Citizens of Assam
•

The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a list containing names of Indian citizens of Assam.
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•

Assam, which saw migratiion of people from Bangladesh since the early 20th century, is the only state having
an NRC, first prepared in 1951.

First Draft of NRC
•

The first draft of the NRC for Assam was published on December 31, 2017 and it incorporated the names of 1.9
crore people out of the total 3.29 crore applicants.

•

The top court had earlier said that the claims of those citizens, whose names do not figure in the draft NRC for
Assam published on December 31, 2017 would be examined and would be mentioned in the subsequent list, if
found genuine.

Final Draft of NRC
•

The Assam government on July 30, 2018 released the second and final draft of the state’s National Register of
Citizens (NRC).

•

As per the Draft, the total number of persons included in the list is 2,89,83,677 leaving a total of 40,70,707
as ineligible for inclusion. Of these 40,70,707 names, 37,59,630 names were rejected and remaining 2,48,077
names were kept on hold.

Chhattisgarh deploys anti Naxal women’s commando unit

Relevance IN – Prelims (about the women’s commando unit)
What’s the NEWS
•

Chhattisgarh Police have deployed anti Naxal women commandos for the first time in the country.

•

This team is inducted in District Reserve Guard (DRG) which is frontline of anti-Naxal force. Before joining
anti naxal squad, these women commandos were part of the security forces’ “short action teams” that eliminated
three Naxal commanders in the past one month.

Know! about ‘Danteshwari Ladake’
•

The specially-raised squad, is known as ‘Danteshwari Ladake’, or fighters of Goddess Danteshwari, was inducted
in the state’s Naxal-hit Dantewada district, around 400km from here.

Know! more about this newly raised squad
•

Recently built women commando team have been given three-month advanced in-house training in jungle
warfare tactics.

•

They are given trainings for motorcycle patrolling in the dense forests, map reading, understanding Naxal
profiles and counter ambush strategy.

•

All of them are local residents, including surrendered Naxals.
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•

All are well acquainted with the forested terrain and the local language. All these are key elements in the fight
against Naxals.

On Vietnam visit, Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu calls for building
a peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific region
Relevance IN – Prelims (about India – Vietnam relations) + GS (II bilateral relations)
What’s the NEWS
•

India and Vietnam reiterated their commitment to
build a peaceful Indo-pacific region, with respect to
each other’s national sovereignty and international
law.

Know! more about the highlights of the visit
•

India and Vietnam re-iterated their commitment
for an open, transparent and inclusive regional
architecture that enables citizens with freedom to
navigate and travel, and conduct unconstrained
economic activities.

•

Both the sides pressed for peaceful settlement of
disputes on the basis of the international law.

•

Naidu described Vietnam as a “strategic pillar of
India’s Act East Policy and our key interlocutor in
ASEAN”.

•

Both the sides showed their consent for further strengthening cooperation in various fields such as defence sector,
outer space, oil and gas, renewable energy, science and technology, infrastructure development, agriculture and
other sectors.

•

Naidu assured Vietnam of continuation of long-term and short duration scholarships and training programmes
provided by India under ITEC programme and by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations.

Know! more about Indo-Vietnam relations
•

The bilateral trade between India and Vietnam stood at around USD 14 billion in 2018. This figure nearly
doubled from USD 7.8 billion in 2015. Vice President Naidu expressed his belief in achieving bilateral trade
target of USD 15 billion by 2020 with Vietnam.

•

Moreover, India has been continuously providing training support to Vietnamese Armed Forces. India has also
undertaken USD 100 million Line of Credit for constructing the high speed patrol vessels for Vietnamese Border
Guards.

UN appoints actress Dia Mirza, Alibaba’s Jack Ma as new ‘SDG Advocates’
Relevance IN – Prelims (about SDG and SDG advocates)
What’s the NEWS
•

Indian actress Dia Mirza and Alibaba co-founder Jack Ma have been appointed by UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres as the new advocates for the UN’s ambitious Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

•

They will be among the new class of ‘SDG Advocates’, which includes 17 influential public figures

Know! the Role of SDG Advocates
•

The key role of the SDG advocates would be to raise awareness, inspire greater ambition, solidify global political
will and push for faster action on the Sustainable Development Goals.

•

The SDGs were adopted by the world leaders on September 25, 2015 as a part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

•

According to the United Nations, the new class of SDG advocates will be driven by the key principles of the
SDGs, which include peace, prosperity, people, planet, and partnerships.
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•

The advocates have been tasked with driving action, building ambition, solidifying global political will and
leveraging and building bridges between their audiences and work together to drive progress on achieving the
SDGs.

Know! more about SDG

•

In September 2015, the General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that includes
17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Building on the principle of “leaving no one behind”, the new Agenda
emphasizes a holistic approach to achieving sustainable development for all.

IMF Bails Out Cash-strapped Pakistan in Nick of Time, to Pay $6 Billion
Over Next 3 Years
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the IMF bail out provision) + Mains (GS II India and its
neighbourhood)
What’s the NEWS
•

Pakistan and the IMF have reached a new agreement securing a $6 billion bailout for the cash-strapped country,
following months of painstaking negotiations between the two sides.

•

The agreement marks Pakistan’s 22nd bailout with the Fund, as the country struggles to stave off a looming
balance-of-payments crisis while its economy teeters due to low growth, soaring inflation, and mounting debt.

Know! the key highlights of the bail package
•

Under the new loan deal, Pakistan will receive $6 billion from the IMF in addition to $2 to $3 billion from the
World Bank and Asian Development Bank over the next three years.

•

The loan deal aims to support Pakistan’s strategy to enable a more balanced growth by reducing the internal and
external imbalances, improving the business environment, increasing transparency, strengthening institutions
and protecting social spending.
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Current economic status of Pakistan
•

As per a government report published on May 10, Pakistan’s growth rate is set to hit an eight-year low, with the
country’s GDP rate likely to sink to 3.3 percent as against a projected target of 6.2 percent.

•

Since Pakistan joined the IMF in 1950, the nation has had 21 bailouts, with the last one worth $6.6 billion being
issued in 2013.

•

The country is facing a huge financial crunch after the United States cut $300 million worth military aid to the
nation.

•

Pakistan is also facing possible sanctions from the Financial Action Task Force, an anti money-laundering
monitor based in Paris, for failing to control terror financing.

•

The organization is expected to soon take a decision on whether to add Pakistan to a blacklist. If initiated, the
move would trigger automatic sanctions, which would further weaken Pakistan’s economy.

Additional financial support given by other nations to Pakistan
•

In international bailout efforts, the UAE, which is Pakistan’s largest trading partner in the Middle East, recently
offered $3 billion to support the nation’s dwindling economy.

•

Saudi Arabia also pledged $6 billion in funding and entered a 12-month deal with the nation during Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit to the kingdom in October 2018.

India hosts two-day WTO ministerial meeting
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the ministerial meeting) + Mains (GS II international
organisations)
What’s the NEWS
•

India is hosting a two-day ministerial meeting of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) from May 13-14, 2019 in
New Delhi.

•

Ministers from 16 developing nations and six least developed would be taking part in the meeting.

Know! more about the meeting objectives
•

Issues that are expected to be discussed during these two days include deadlock on the appointment of WTO’s
appellate body members and the way forward on reforms at the global trade body.

•

The meeting aims to bring together developing nations and the least developed nations on a common platform
to share their concerns on various issues affecting the trade organization and work together to address these
issues.

•

It is being held at a time when the multilateral rules-based trading system is facing serious and grave challenges.

•

During the meeting, the developing countries and the LDCs will be given an opportunity to build consensus on
the way forward regarding the WTO reforms, while preserving the fundamentals of the multilateral trading
system enshrined in the WTO.

•

The discussions will primarily focus on getting a direction on how to constructively engage on issues in the
WTO, both institutional and negotiating, in the run-up to the Twelfth Ministerial Conference of the WTO to be
held in Kazakhstan in June 2020.

•

The participants include Bangladesh, China, Malaysia, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Malawi, Brazil, Guatemala,
Barbados, Argentina, Benin, Chad, Guyana, Egypt, Jamaica, Central African Republic, Nigeria, Oman, Saudi
Arabia, Uganda, Turkey and South Africa.

•

All the participants together will aim to build consensus on how to move forward on the WTO reforms, while
preserving the fundamentals of the multilateral trading system.
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Sea phase of ADMM-Plus exercise concludes in Singapore
Relevance IN – Prelims (about ADMM -Plus exercise)
What’s the NEWS
•

The sea phase of the ASEAN Defense
Ministers’
Meeting
(ADMM)-Plus
Maritime Security Field Training Exercise
concluded in Singapore,

•

This is the fourth Maritime Security Field
Training Exercise conducted under the
ambit of the ADMM-Plus

Know! more about ADMM Plus
Maritime Security
•

The ADMM-Plus Maritime Security Field
Training Exercise, held from April 30 to
May 13, is co-organized by Singapore and
South Korea under their co-chairmanship
of the ADMM-Plus Experts’ Working
Group on Maritime Security.

•

The exercise commenced in Busan, South
Korea and concludes in Singapore.

•

During the exercise, participating navies conducted maritime security drills such as boarding operations and
protection of key installations, practiced the Code for Unplanned Encounters at Sea, shared information to
track vessels-of-interest, and conducted helicopter cross-deck landings and replenishment at sea drills as they
sailed.

•

The ADMM-Plus comprises total 18 nation participants which include ten Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) countries and other 8 includes the United States, Australia, New Zealand, South Korea,
Japan, Russia, China, and India.

India, Mongolia to ink pact for petrochemical unit

Relevance IN – Mains (GS II Bilateral relation between India and Mongolia)
What’s the NEWS
•

India and Mongolia are expected to sign an agreement for the construction of Mongolia’s first petrochemical
refinery that is expected to cut some of its dependence on Russian fuel.
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•

The project will be the largest being undertaken by the government of India under its Lines of Credit programme.
The line of credit will be implemented with Exim Bank funding.

Know! more about the agreement
•

The petrochemical refinery -- near Sainshand in southern Dornogovi province -- is to be built at an approximate
cost of $1.25 billion utilising the $1 billion line of credit announced during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
to Ulan Bator in 2015. It is expected to be completed by 2022.

•

Mongolia has its own oil fields producing enough crude for its requirements. However, almost all of its crude oil
is exported and all of its finished petrochemical products are imported.

•
•

The establishment of this refinery will be a significant step towards reduction of import dependence and will
ensure energy security for the country

Know! more about India – Mongolia relations (other projects)
•

Besides the petrochemical complex, India will also be taking up work for the construction of 27 kilometres of
railway line, 17.5 kilometres of road and 19 kilometres of power transmission line to connect the refinery to
existing networks. These are to be completed by September 2019

•

Ties between India and Mongolia date back centuries with Buddhism seen as a major binding factor between
the two countries.

•

India established diplomatic relations with Mongolia in December 1955, becoming the first non-Soviet Union
country to establish such ties.

•

In more recent times, the two countries have set up mechanisms like the India-Mongolia Joint Working Group
for Defence and the “India-Mongolia Joint Committee on Cooperation (IMJCC)” chaired at ministerial level
besides others to cement cooperation.

Steps taken by India to boost its relations with South Asian Countries
•

New Delhi’s attempts to boost cooperation with Mongolia come against the backdrop of China making inroads
into South Asia--Sri Lanka and Nepal besides Myanmar--considered India’s periphery.

•

In recent years, New Delhi has increased interaction with countries like South Korea, Japan and Vietnam--all
countries seen as on the periphery of China.

•

Analysts say India’s interaction with Mongolia gives New Delhi much needed diplomatic and strategic leverage
vis a vis the big countries in Mongolia’s neighbourhood.

•

Lately, both the countries have strengthened their relations through mechanisms like ‘India-Mongolia Joint
Working Group for Defence’ and ‘India-Mongolia Joint Committee on Cooperation (IMJCC)’.

US, France, Japan and Australia hold first combined naval drill in Asia
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Relevance IN – Prelims (about the first combined naval drill) + Mains (GS II bilateral ,
regional and global grouping)
What’s the NEWS
•

The warships from the United States, France, Japan and Australia conducted their first-ever combined naval
exercise in Asia.

•

The new show of force by the US and its allies in the Bay of Bengal comes as the trade war picks up pace
between the United States and China. The move could be aimed at undermining China’s growing power in the
region.

Know! more about the drill
•

The United States was represented by its guided-missile destroyer, USS William P Lawrence, while France was
represented by its aircraft carrier, FS Charles de Gaulle and its escorts.

•

The two naval ships were joined by four other naval vessels including a helicopter carrier from Japan and a
submarine from Australia.

Know! the Significance of this drill
•

The United States and Japan have been looking to strengthen their defence ties with other nations in the AsiaPacific region and nations like France and Britain to counter China’s increasing influence in the Indo-Pacific
region.

•

The South China Sea is strategically extremely significant for the region, as it facilitates the flow of a third of
the world’s maritime trade.

•

Recently, two US warships sailed near the islands in the South China Sea, prompting a protest from China that
claims almost all of the South China Sea.

•

China’s claim to the sea is opposed by other nations in the region including Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Taiwan, Vietnam and Brunei, which have competing claims to parts of the sea.

Nuclear test ban body offers India ‘observer’ status
Relevance IN – Prelims (about CTBT) + Mains (GS II bilateral , regional and global grouping)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organisation (CTBTO) has offered India an “Observer” status
and access to International Monitoring System (IMS) data.

•

The executive secretary of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO), has invited India to be
an observer in the CTBT.

What would be the benefits
•

India will get rights to data from the International Monitoring System - IMS, also to a network that includes
337 facilities (321 monitoring stations and 16 radionuclide labs) located in 89 countries.

•

This is an advance system that can be detected even small nuclear explosions using seismology, hydro-acoustics,
infrasound and radionuclide technology.

•

India will be able to access information of its neighbouring countries and their nuclear initiatives.

Know! about CTBT
•

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is an international treaty that is banning all nuclear
explosions - everywhere, by everyone.

•

The Treaty was negotiated at the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva and adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly. It opened for signature on 24 September 1996. Since then 182 countries have signed the
Treaty.

•

Last country to do so was Trinidad and Tobago on 8 October 2009 which also ratified the Treaty on 26 May 2010.

•

Total 154 countries have ratified the Treaty – most recently Ghana on 14 June 2011.

Know! more about the treaty
•

It curbs the development of new nuclear weapons and the improvement of existing nuclear weapon designs.
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•

When the Treaty enters into force it provides a legally binding norm against nuclear testing. The Treaty also
helps prevent human suffering and environmental damages caused by nuclear testing.

•

However, the treaty has yet to come into force as it is considered “discriminatory” by several countries including India.

•

India has not signed the treaty yet as it favours five nuclear weapon states -- China, US, Russia, France and
UK. India wants the treaty to have a clause on complete nuclear disarmament.

•

Although US and China have signed the treaty but they are yet to ratify it. Pakistan has also not signed the treaty as yet.

Government extends ban on Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
Relevance IN – Prelims (about LTTE and about unlawful activities (Prevention) Act, 1967)
+ Mains (GS III challenges to internal security)
What’s the NEWS
•

In its latest notification, the Union Home Ministry extended the ban imposed on the militant group, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) for its strong anti-India posture and the threat it poses to the nation.

•

According to the Indian Government, the LTTE has been covertly working towards the creation of Tamil Eelam,
a proposed independent state for Tamils, and has been undertaking fundraising activities for the same.

•

The Indian Government has banned as many as 41 terrorist outfits under the first schedule of the unlawful
activities (Prevention) Act, 1967.

•

The LTTE has been declared as a terrorist organisation by over 32 countries, including the European Union.

Know! about Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
•

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act aimed at effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India.
Its main objective was to make powers available for dealing with activities directed against the integrity and
sovereignty of India.

•

The National Integration Council appointed a Committee on National Integration and Regionalisation to look
into, the aspect of putting reasonable restrictions in the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India.

•

Pursuant to the acceptance of recommendations of the Committee, the Constitution (Sixteenth Amendment) Act, 1963
was enacted to impose, by law, reasonable restrictions in the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India. In order
to implement the provisions of 1963 Act, the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Bill was introduced in the Parliament.

Taiwan became the first country in Asia to legalise same-sex
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the passed legislation + about Taiwan)
What’s the NEWS
•

In a landmark decision, Taiwan became the first country in Asia to legalise same-sex marriage thus giving gay
couples the ‘Right to Marry’.

Know! more about it
•

The Taiwanese parliament took the historic step by passing a law in favour of same-sex couples and allowing
them to form ‘exclusive permanent unions’.

•

The bill was passed on 17 May which is celebrated annually as the ‘International Day Against Homophobia,
Transphobia and Biphobia’.

•

The law contains a clause that allows couples to apply for a ‘marriage registration’ with the government agencies.

Know! about Taiwan
•

It is officially called as Republic of China (ROC) and is a self-governing island nation in East Asia.

US approves missile sales to South Korea, Japan
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the sale of missiles) + Mains (GS III international relations)
What’s the NEWS
•

The United states approved more than $600 million worth air defence missile sale to South Korea and Japan,
in the wake of mounting tensions with North Korea.
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•

The US State Department has approved 94 SM-2 missiles used by ships against air threats, along with 12
guidance systems for a total cost of $313.9 million.

•

It approved the sale of 160 anti-air AMRAAM missiles and related guidance equipment to Japan for $317
million.

The USA North Korea tussle
•

The North Korea reportedly last week tested two-range missiles in its second launch in less than a week.

•

The missile tests come amid a standstill in negotiations between North Korea and the United States, where
President Donald Trump had promised of putting an end to the North’s missile tests.

•

The second summit between Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un ended in deadlock in February
2019, with the US side refusing demands to ease sanctions until Pyongyang takes major steps to end its nuclear
program.

Lokpal Website inaugurated by Chairperson Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose
Relevance IN – Prelims (about lokpal and lokayuktas) + Mains (GS II structure
organisation and functioning of executive and juduiciary)
What’s the NEWS
•

Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose, the Chairperson of the Lokpal, inaugurated the website of Lokpal. The Website
can be accessed at http://lokpal.gov.in.

•

The Website has been developed by National Informatics Centre (NIC). It provides the basic information with
respect to the working and functioning of the Lokpal.

Know! all about Lokpal
•

Established under the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, Lokpal is the first of its kind institution in India. It is
a multimember body with a Chairperson and Members.

•

The post of Chairperson can be filled-in by a person who is or has been a Chief Justice or Judge of the Supreme
Court. The Members can be individuals who are or have been Judges or Chief Justices of High Courts.

•

The Lokpal basically inquires and investigates into the corruption cases against the public servants who fall
within the scope of the Lokpal Act, including the Prime Minister and the Chief Ministers.

•

India got its first Lokpal on March 19, 2019 with the appointment of Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose as the
Chairperson of Lokpal, six years after the passage of Act

•

Ghose is currently also serving as a Member of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). Ghose retired
from the Supreme Court in May 2017.

•

The Lokpal has four Judicial and four non-Judicial Members.

Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013
•

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 calls for setting up Lokpal at the centre and Lokayuktas at the State
level.

•

The Lokpal is appointed by a high-level selection committee headed by Prime Minister. The Committee also
consists of Lok Sabha Speaker, Leader of Opposition Party (LoP), Chief Justice of India and an eminent jurist.

India delivers a pair of Mi-24 helicopters to Afghanistan
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the Mi – 24 helicopters and
about India -Afghan relations) + Mains (GS II bilateral
relations)
What’s the NEWS
•

India recently delivered the first pair of Mi-24 attack helicopters to
the Afghan Air Force, enabling the country to bolster its capabilities
in counter insurgency operations.
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•

The helicopters will also enhance the efficiency of the Afghan National Defence and Security Force in combating
terrorism.

•

The attack helicopters were handed over by Vinay Kumar, Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan, to Acting Defence
Minister Asadullah Khalid at the Kabul Air Force base.

Know! more about it
•

These Mi-24 helicopters were delivered as replacement against four attack helicopters previously gifted by
India to Afghanistan in 2015. These helicopters were purchased by India from Belarus.

•

For this purpose, India had signed a Tripartite Agreement to purchase the attack helicopters from Belarus and
supply them to Afghanistan. India needs to supply two more such helicopters to Afghanistan.

•

The supply of helicopters to Afghanistan comes at a crucial time when the country has been looking for funds
and weapons to sustain its defence forces following the announcement of the United States to withdraw its
troops from Afghanistan over the next three to five years.

Know! more aspects of the Indo- Afghan relations
•

India has been one of the largest donors to Afghanistan. Since 2001, India has committed USD 3 billion in aid
to the country.

•

India first handed over the Mi-24 helicopters to Afghanistan in December 2015, drawn from the inventory of the
Indian Air Force.

•

India had also gifted three Cheetal utility helicopters, manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL),
to Afghanistan.

Know! about Mi-24 Helicopter
•

The Mi-24 helicopter is a large gunship that is used for carrying out assault and transport missions.

•

It has been called “assault helicopter” because of its dual capabilities of firepower and troop-transport.

•

The helicopter is produced by the Mil Moscow Helicopter Plant, a Russian designer and producer of helicopters.

•

It has been in operations since 1972 by the then Soviet Air Force and over 30 other nations.

ISRO missions for next 10 years
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the upcoming missions of ISRO) + Mains (GS III awareness
in the field of space)
What’s the NEWS
•

Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) recently announced for its upcoming mission over next 10 years.
Apart from much awaited and ambitious Chadrayaan-2 some other mega missions will be conducted.

•

Among these seven mega missions ISRO has defined XPoSat and Aditya-L1 missions only. India’s second moon
mission, Chandrayaan-2, will be flight ready by May end. ISRO has recently declared that the spacecraft will be
launched in July 2019.

Know! more about the announcement made by ISRO
•

Apart from XPoSat and Aditya-L1 missions, other four undefined missions are Mangalyaan-2, Venus mission,
Lunar Polar Exploration and Exoworlds.

•

The XPoSat, or the X-ray Polarimeter Satellite, is a dedicated mission to study polarisation which is scheduled
for launch next year.

•

Xposat to study cosmic radiation in 2020, Aditya L1 to the Sun in 2021, Mars Orbiter Mission-2 in 2022, Lunar
Polar Exploration or Chandrayaan-3 in 2024 and Exoworlds, an exploration outside the solar system in 2028.

Know! more about XPoSat and Aditya-L1
•

Xposat payload was developed by Raman Research Institute. “The spacecraft will carry Polarimeter Instrument
in X-rays (POLIX) payload which will study the degree and angle of polarisation of bright X-ray sources in the
energy range 5-30 keV. The satellite has a mission life of five years.

•

Aditya L1, the Sun mission, may play a key role in understanding and predicting climate change on Earth. The
payloads will study the solar corona. The launch may happen by mid-2020 and will be placed in ‘libration orbit’,
which is about 1.5 million km from Earth.
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•

Xposat will be a five-year mission, carrying a polarimeter instrument made by Raman Research Institute to
measure cosmic radiation. The spacecraft will be placed in a circular 500-700km orbit.

•

Indian mission would land in South polar region on Moon, which is an unexplored place till date.

•

Chandrayaan-2 will carry 13 Indian payloads and one passive experiment from NASA.

•

Chandrayaan-2 costs about `800-crore. It’d orbit around the moon and perform the objectives of remote-sensing
the moon.

Singapore India Maritime Bilateral Exercise – SIMBEX-2019
Relevance IN – Prelims (about SIMBEX) + Mains (GS II bilateral relations)
What’s the NEWS
•

After completion of naval exercise IMDEX-19,
Indian Naval ships INS Kolkata and INS
Shakti would participate in annual bilateral
naval exercise between India and Singapore –
SIMBEX-2019. This naval exercise is scheduled
from May 16 to May 22, 2019.

•

Along with INS Kolkata and INS Shakti, Indian
long range maritime patrol aircraft Poseidon-8I
(P8I) will also participate in SIMBEX-19.

•

On the other side of Singapore, RSN ships
Steadfast and Valiant, maritime patrol aircraft
Fokker-50 (F-50) and F-16 fighter aircraft will
participate.

Know! more about SIMBEX 2019
•

It is aimed to extend the bridges of friendship
through cultural, economic and maritime interactions with countries of east and south-east Asia.

•

SIMBEX-19 will also relieve two month long deployment of INS Kolkata and INS Shakti in South and East
China Seas.

•

SIMBEX-19 will start with various warfare games/trainings, conferences, courtesy calls to dignitaries of RSN
navy, sporting events and deck reception onboard INS Kolkata.

•

It will include maritime combat exercises like firing on aerial/ surface targets, advanced aerial tracking,
coordinated targeting exercises and tactical exercises on surface/ air scenarios.

Know! the genesis of SIMBEX
•

SIMBEX was started from year 1993; it has grown in tactical and operational complexity. Over the time it has
grown from traditional anti-submarine exercises to more complex maritime exercises such as advanced air
defence operations, anti air/ surface practice firings, tactical exercises, etc.

•

Over the years SIMBEX has stood the test of time in demonstrating the nation’s commitment to enhance
maritime cooperation between the two navies and bolster bonds of friendship between the two countries.

Chagos Archipelago: UN General Assembly Gives UK a Six-month Deadline
to Stop Occupying Indian Ocean Archipelago
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Chagos Islands)
What’s the NEWS
•

The United Nations General Assembly overwhelmingly demanded that Britain give up control over the Chagos
Islands in the Indian Ocean within six months, dealing a diplomatic blow to Britain and the United States.

•

Britain, which has overseen the region since 1814, detached the Chagos islands in 1965 from Mauritius - a
colony that gained independence three years later - to create British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT). It is home
to a joint British and US airbase.

Page: 31

Join the dots! – May 2019

Know! more about the resolution
•

The UN resolution adopted backs a non-binding
advisory opinion issued by the International Court
of Justice (ICJ),which found Britain had acted
unlawfully in the decolonisation process and should
relinquish control.

•

The resolution won the support of 116 countries, while
56 abstained and only Australia, Hungary, Israel and
the Maldives joined Britain and the United States in
voting against it. Fifteen countries did not vote.

•

The UN General Assembly had requested the court’s
opinion in a resolution adopted in June 2017 with 94
votes in favour, 15 against and 65 abstentions. The
Hague-based institution is the top United Nations
court for inter-state disputes.

•

UN General Assembly resolutions are non-binding
but can carry political weight. Britain and the United
States had written to all UN members to ask them to
vote against the resolution.

Stand Taken by India
•

India was among 116 nations who voted in favour of resolution.

•

India supported draft resolution, submitted by Senegal on behalf of members of Group of African States and
voted in favour of it, as Mauritius is a fellow developing nation from Africa, with which India shares age-old
people-to-people bonds.

•

India for long has been supporter of all peoples striving for decolonization and has consistently supported
Mauritius since beginning its quest for restoration of its sovereignty over Chagos Archipelago.

Know! more about the island
•

Chagos Archipelago, a group of seven atolls comprises of more than 60 islands in Indian Ocean.

•

It is located about 500 km south of Maldives. Since 18th century when the French first settled in islands, it had
been part of Mauritius only. In 1801, all of the islands of French colonial territory in region were ceded to British.

•

Britain leased the Chagos archipelago’s biggest island, Diego Garcia, to the United States in 1966, paving the
way for construction of an airbase that required the forced removal of some 2,000 people.

•

As part of Britain’s 1965 separation agreement with Mauritius, it pledged to cede the islands when they were
no longer needed for defence purposes.

Eyeing commercial operations in Arctic, Russia launches first of three
nuclear icebreakers
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the
nuclear powered icebreaker, about
northern sea route and about arctic
region)
What’s the NEWS
•

Russia has launched a nuclear-powered
icebreaker, part of an ambitious program
to renew and expand its fleet of the
vessels in order to improve its ability to
tap the Arctic’s commercial potential.
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Know! more about Ural ship and Russia’s ambitions in Arctic region
•

The ship, dubbed the Ural and which was floated out from a dockyard in St. Petersburg, is one of a trio that,
when completed, will be the largest and most powerful icebreakers in the world.

•

Russia is building new infrastructure and overhauling its ports as, amid warmer climate cycles, it readies for
more traffic via what it calls the Northern Sea Route (NSR) which it envisages being navigable year-round.

•

The Ural is due to be handed over to Russia’s state-owned nuclear energy corporation Rosatom in 2022 after the
two other icebreakers in the same series, Arktika (Arctic) and Sibir (Siberia), enter service.

•

The Ural together with its sisters are central strategic project of opening the NSR to all-year activity

•

By 2035, Putin said Russia’s Arctic fleet would operate at least 13 heavy-duty icebreakers, nine of which will be
powered by nuclear reactors.

•

The Arctic holds oil and gas reserves equivalent to 412 billion barrels of oil, about 22 percent of the world’s
undiscovered oil and gas, the U.S. Geological Survey estimates.

•

Moscow hopes the route which runs from Murmansk to the Bering Strait near Alaska could take off as it cuts
sea transport times from Asia to Europe.

•

Designed to be crewed by 75 people, the Ural will be able to slice through ice up to around 3 meters thick.

Know! the Importance of Northern Sea Route (NSR)
•

According to a U.S. Geological Survey estimates, the Arctic region has about 22% of the world’s undiscovered oil
and gas and it probably holds oil and gas reserves equivalent to 412 billion barrels of oil.

•

The NSR runs from Murmansk to the Bering Strait near Alaska. Russia hopes that this NSR could take off as
it cuts sea transport times from Asia to Europe.
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Video game addiction is a mental health disorder, World Health
Organization says
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the decision of considering video game as mental disorder
and about ICD -11)
Highlights
•

The WHO calls gaming addiction “a pattern of persistent or recurrent gaming behavior” so severe it “takes
precedence over other life interests”.

What’s the NEWS

World Health Organisation (WHO) recently declared excessive mobile, video gaming as a
disorder.
•

Several mental and physical illness issues come up due to excessive gaming. “Gaming disorder” alongside
“gambling disorder” has officially placed in the 11th revision of the International Statistical Classification of
Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD-11) list of “disorders due to addictive behaviours”.

•

Games like PUBG, Loot Boxes and Blue Whale have a darker side that health professionals can no longer
ignore.

Know! about ICD
•

The International Classification of Diseases - ICD is a foundation for recognition of health issues and trends
globally and the international standard for reporting diseases and health problems.

•

It is used by medical experts around the globe to detect conditions and by researchers to categorize conditions.

Know! about gaming disorder
•

As per the WHO, Gaming disorder is defined in the 11th revision of the International Classification of Diseases
(ICD-11) as a model of gaming trend characterized by impaired control over gaming, rising priority given to
gaming over other activities to the extent that gaming takes precedence over other interests and daily activities,
and continuation or escalation of gaming despite the occurrence of negative consequences.

•

A decision on inclusion of gaming disorder in ICD-11 is based on reviews of available evidence and reflects a
consensus of experts from different disciplines and geographical regions that were involved in the process of
technical consultations undertaken by WHO in the process of ICD-11 development.

•

The inclusion of gaming disorder in ICD-11 follows the development of treatment programmes for people with
health conditions identical to those characteristic of gaming disorder in many parts of the world, and will result
in the increased attention of health professionals to the risks of development of this disorder and, accordingly,
to relevant prevention and treatment measures.
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Government invites BIMSTEC leaders for swearing-in ceremony
Relevance IN – Prelims (about BIMSTEC and SAARC)

What’s the NEWS
•

Narendra Modi took oath as the Prime Minister of the 17th Lok Sabha in the presence of top political leaders,
foreign dignitaries, Bollywood stars, business tycoons and others. President Ram Nath Kovind administered the
Oath of Office and Secrecy to Modi and his new Council of Ministers at a function in Rashtrapati Bhavan, New
Delhi.

•

The ceremony saw the presence of leaders of the BIMSTEC Member Countries; Sooronbay Jeenbekov, the
President of Kyrgyzstan; and Mauritius Prime Minister Pravind Jugnauth

Know! more about the swearing -in ceremony
•

Leaders of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (Bimstec)
participated in PM Modi’s swearing-in ceremony .

•

However, Bangladesh premier Sheikh Hasina not attend the event due to her prior commitments. Myanmar
State Councillor Aung Saan Suu Kyi’s presence is also uncertain as she is travelling overseas.

•

Eight foreign leaders attend PM Modi’s swearing-in ceremony.President of Bangladesh Abdul Hamid, Sri
Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena, Nepal Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli and Bhutanese Prime Minister
Lotay Tshering were among the foreign leaders who attended Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s swearing-in
ceremony on Thursday.

•

President of Myanmar U Win Myint and Special Envoy of Thailand Grisada Boonrach also graced the ceremony
at the majestic forecourt of Rashtrapati Bhavan.

•

Prime Minister Modi and a team of 57 ministers were sworn-in by President Ram Nath Kovind at a glittering
ceremony attended by around 8,000 guests.

•

Kyrgyz President Jeenbekov, the current chair of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, and Mauritius PM
Pravind Kumar Jugnauth also attended the ceremony.

•

Narendra Modi is set to take oath for his second term as Prime Minister on May 30. President Ram Nath Kovind
will administer the Oath of Office and Secrecy to Modi and his Council of Ministers at a function in Rashtrapati
Bhavan, New Delhi.

Know! the Significance of this move
•

These invitations were in line with the Government’s focus on the ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy. The move holds
diplomatic significance as it majorly outreaches India’s neighbourhood, engrossing Indian diaspora across the world.
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•

The invitation to SCO Chair Sooronbay Jeenbekov signifies India’s outreach to the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), which has China, Pakistan, Russia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Tajikistan as its
members.

•

In 2014, all the SAARC leaders were invited for the oath-taking ceremony of PM Modi, including the then
Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

•

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) group comprises Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Nepal, the Maldives, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

India’s transit from SAARC to BIMSTEC
•

India knocked-off its engagement with the SAARC and augmented its contributions in BIMSTEC simultaneously
after the Uri Attack of 2016 that claimed 18 soldiers of the Indian Army. Pakistan based militant group Jaishe-Mohammed was behind the attack.

•

Following the attack, India decided to boycott the SAARC summit to be held in Islamabad in November 2016
and opted to renew its engagement with BIMSTEC by hosting an Outreach Summit with BIMSTEC leaders
alongside the 2016 BRICS summit in Goa.

•

India’s boycott of SAARC summit was supported by the BIMSTEC member countries, isolating Pakistan.

Know! about BIMSTEC
•

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) was founded
in 1997.

•

It is an international regional organisation of seven nations of South Asia and South East Asia.

•

The BIMSTEC member countries are Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan, and Nepal.
All these seven countries lie near the Bay of Bengal.

•

The first BIMSTEC summit was held in Thailand in 1997; second was held in 2008 in India; the third was held
in 2014 in Myanmar and the fourth was held in 2018 in Nepal.

•

Sri Lanka is the current Chair of the BIMSTEC.

The new Council of minister
•

The new Council of Ministers has 25 Cabinet Ministers including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Rajnath
Singh, Amit Shah, Nitin Gadkari, Gowda, Nirmala Sitharaman, Smriti Irani and several Ministers of State.
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PepsiCo sues Indian farmers over the FC5 potato row
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights
(PPV&FR) Act, 2001)+ Mains (GS III various cropping pattern)
PepsiCO allegation
•

PepsiCo Inc has sued four Indian farmers for cultivating a
potato variety that the snack food and drinks maker claims
infringes its patent.

•

PepsiCo has sued the farmers for cultivating the FC5 potato
variety, grown exclusively for its popular Lay’s potato chips.
The FC5 variety has a lower moisture content required to
make snacks such as potato chips.

Farmer’s point of view
•

Farmers believe that section 39 of the Protection of Plant
Varieties and Farmers’ Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001
allows farmers to grow and sell any variety of crop or even
seed as long as they don’t sell branded seed of registered
varieties.

What PepsiCO did
•

PepsiCo has invoked Section 64 of the Protection of Plant
Varieties and Farmers’ Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001 to claim
infringement of its rights.

•

The section prohibits anyone other than the breeder of seeds
or a registered licensee of that variety to sell, export, import or produces such variety.

•

The farmers were allegedly growing a variety of potato namely FL 2027, also called FC5, on which PepsiCo
claimed exclusive rights by virtue of a Plant Variety Certificate (PVC).

Know! about Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights (PPV&FR) Act, 2001
•

Objective of the act is the establishment of an effective system for the protection of plant varieties, the rights of
farmers and plant breeders and to encourage the development of new varieties of plant.

•

Protection of innocent infringement: a right established under this Act shall not be deemed to be infringed by a
farmer who at the time of such infringement was not aware of the existence of such right

•

Researcher can use any of the registered variety under the Act for conducting an experiment or research.
Researchers can use the initial source of variety for the purpose of developing another variety but repeated use
needs the prior permission of the registered breeder.

•

A farmer can save, use, sow, re-sow, exchange, share or sell his farm produce including seed of a variety protected
under the PPV&FR Act, 2001

•

However, the farmer shall not be entitled to sell branded seed of a variety protected under the PPV&FR Act,
2001.

•

There is also a provision for compensation to the farmers for non-performance of variety.

What’s the PepsiCo’s Proposal
•

PepsiCo India has proposed to amicably settle with people who were unlawfully using seeds of its registered
variety. PepsiCo has also proposed that they may become part of its collaborative potato farming programme.

The government has raised import duty on wheat from existing 30% to 40%
to support local farmers interest.
Relevance IN – Prelims (about import duty and wheat production statics)
How this will help
•

The higher duty will help offtake of domestically produced grain by discouraging milers to import wheat but to
buy local produce and help protect farm prices.
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Reason for the increase of import duty
•

The oversupply in domestic market due to back to back bumper production of food grains has put wheat prices
under pressure.

Know! the statics of Indian wheat production
•

India’s wheat production for 2018-19 crop year (which runs from July to June) is 2% higher than 2018, at a
recorded production of 99.12 million tonnes.

•

Food Corporation of India (FCI) which holds government’s wheat stocks already had 16.99 million tonnes in
April and after next purchase by government its stock could reach 57 million tonnes by May end.

Reason for bumper production
•

In a bid to improve farm income government raised minimum support price (MSP) of wheat (rate at which FCI
buys from farmers) by 6% (Rs.1,840 per 100 kg for 2019), which acted as a benchmark for open market in wheat.

•

For similar bumper crop in 2018, government increased import duty on wheat from 20% to 30% which resulted
in sharp drop in wheat import.

Know! all about Wheat
•

Wheat is India’s staple food, placed second to rice.

•

Uttar Pradesh is the largest wheat producing state in India followed by Punjab, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh.

•

India is second largest producer of wheat in the world. China is world’s largest producer, followed by India,
Russia, and the United states.

Know! about Food Corporation of India
•

It is a statutory non-profit organization founded and run by Government of India and also run by state
Governments.

•

It was created in 1965 under Food Corporations Act 1964, to implement objectives of National Food Policy.

Objectives
•

Safeguarding farmers interests by providing them remunerative prices. Making food grains available at
reasonable prices throughout the country (for public distribution system), particularly for vulnerable section of
society. Intervening in market for price stabilization. Maintaining buffer stocks as a measure of Food Security

Environment Ministry constitutes committee to implement National Clean
Air Programme
Relevance IN – Prelims (about environment ministry initiatives and about NCAP) + Mains
(GS III environment conservation)
The National Clean Air Programme aims to tackle the increasing air pollution problem across
the country in a comprehensive manner.
What’s the NEWS
•

The Union Environment Ministry has constituted a new committee to implement the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP), which aims to cut pollution in the 102 worst affected cities by 20-30 percent by
2024.

•

The committee will be chaired by the Secretary in the Union Environment Ministry. Its members will include
the Joint Secretary (Thermal), Ministry of Power, TERI Director General and Professor Sachidananda Tripathi
from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur.

Know! more about the committee
•

The committee would be headquartered in New Delhi and its key role will include ensuring inter-ministerial
organisation and cooperation, sharing information and resolving issues that could arise between ministries.

•

The committee would also give overall guidance and directions to effectively implement the programmes.

Know! about NCAP
•

The National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), launched by the Union Environment Minister on January 10,
2019 is a time-bound national level strategy for pan India implementation to tackle the increasing air
pollution problem across the country in a comprehensive manner.
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•

The main objective of the programme is comprehensive mitigation actions for prevention, control and abatement
of air pollution besides augmenting the air quality monitoring network across the country and strengthening
the awareness and capacity building activities.

•

The National Clean Air Program (NCAP) aims to cut pollution in the 102 worst affected cities by 20-30 percent
by 2024, taking 2017 as the base year for the comparison of PM concentration.

•

The programme will be a mid-term, five-year action plan with 2019 as the first year.

Main Features of NCAP:
•

Increasing number of monitoring stations in the country including rural monitoring stations

•

Providing technology support

•

Placing emphasis on awareness and capacity building initiatives

•

Setting up of certification agencies for monitoring equipment, source apportionment studies, emphasis on
enforcement and specific sectoral interventions

Implementation of the Programme
•

The Smart Cities program will be used to launch the NCAP in the 43 smart cities falling in the list of the 102
non-attainment cities.

•

The NCAP is envisaged to be dynamic and will continue to evolve based on the additional scientific and technical
information as they emerge.

•

The NCAP will be institutionalised by respective ministries and will be organised through inter-sectoral
groups, which include Ministry of Road Transport and Highway, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas,
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Ministry of Heavy Industry, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs,
Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health, NITI Aayog, CPCB, experts from the industry, academia and civil
society.

Know! all about the air pollution statics
•

Air pollution is one of the biggest global environmental challenges of today. India is home to the world’s 14 most
polluted cities, according to the World Health Organisation.

•

Currently, the cities occupy just 3 per cent of the land, but contribute to 82 per cent of GDP and are responsible
for 78 per cent of carbon dioxide emissions.

17th edition of Varuna: France, India begin ‘Varuna’ naval exercise off Goa
coast
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Varuna)
What’s the NEWS
•

The first part of the joint naval exercise, ‘Varuna’, is being held from May 1-10 off the Goa coast

Know! more about Varuna
•

The joint naval exercise was first initiated in 1983 and was named as ‘Varuna’ in 2001.

•

The objective behind conducting joint operations is to develop interoperability between two navies and to foster
mutual cooperation by learning from each other’s best practices.

•

It plays a vital part in Indo-French strategic partnership. It underlines shared interests and commitment of
both nations in promoting maritime security.

•

It is in line with ‘Joint Strategic Vision of India-French Cooperation’ in Indian Ocean Region (IOR) signed by
President Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his state visit to India in 2018.

•

The year 2019 is 17th edition of exercise. It will be conducted in two phases, with first part of Varuna 19.1,
conducted off the Goa coast from 1st to 10th May 19 and second part, Varuna 19.2, is scheduled to be held at end
of May 2019 in Djibouti.

ISRO to launch radar imaging satellite ‘RISAT 2BR1’
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the radar imaging satellite RISAT 2BR1) + Mains (GS III
space awareness)
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What’s the NEWS
•

India is planning to launch its latest radar imaging satellite RISAT 2BR1 towards the end of May 2019 on one
of the variants of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) rocket.

Know! more about RISAT 2BR1
•

The satellite, RISAT 2BR1, is expected to be launched aboard one of the reusable PSLV rockets on May 22, as
per officials of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).

Know! more about the launch
•

The rocket that would carry the radar imaging satellite is designated as PSLV-C46 as per ISRO’s numbering
system.

•

It would take off from the first launch pad at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.

•

Following the launch of RISAT 2BR1, ISRO will send up a cartography satellite Cartosat-3.

•

India is also planning to launch two more defence satellites in either July or August with its new rocket, Small
Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV).

Know! about RISAT
•

The RISAT, which was first deployed in orbit on April 20, 2009 as the RISAT-2, uses synthetic aperture radars
(SAR) to provide Indian forces with all-weather surveillance and observation, which are crucial to notice any
potential threat or malicious activity around the nation’s borders.

•

Following the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks, the launch of RISAT-2 was prioritised over RISAT- 1, as its C-band
SAR radar was not yet ready and RISAT -2 carried an Israeli-built X-band radar.

•

The to-be-deployed RISAT-2BR1 satellite uses the same SAR band and will further improve India’s imaging
reconnaissance abilities.

Chandrayaan-2
Relevance IN – Prelims (about chandrayaan -2) + Mains (GS III awareness in the field of space)

What’s the NEWS
•

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) announced that India’s second lunar mission Chandrayaan-2
is scheduled to be launched between July 9 and 16 2019.

•

The Chandrayaan-2’s lander will touch down near Moon’s south pole on 6th September 2019.

Know! all about Chandrayan-2
•

It is India’s second lunar mission.
It would be launched using India’s
most powerful rocket GSLV MKIII
from Satish Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.

•

Its payloads will collect scientific
information
on
lunar
(moon)
topography, mineralogy, elemental
abundance, lunar exosphere and
signatures of hydroxyl and water-ice.

•

It has three modules (a detachable
self-contained unit of a spacecraft)
namely namely Orbiter, Lander
named Vikram and Rover named Pragyan.

•

The Orbiter and Lander modules will be put together as an integrated module and accommodated inside GSLV
MK-III a three stage launch vehicle equipped to lift heaviest satellites into orbit.

•

The Rover is enclosed inside the Lander. Once spacecraft is launched into earth bound orbit by GSLV MK-III,
the integrated module will reach Moon orbit using Orbiter propulsion module.

•

Then, the Vikram Lander would separate from the Orbiter and will make soft landing at a predetermined site
close to lunar South Pole.
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•

The wheeled Pragyan Rover will roll out for
carrying out scientific experiments on lunar
surface.

•

Instruments are mounted on Lander and
Orbiter for carrying out scientific experiments.

•

The data collected by them would be relayed
to earth.

•

Chandrayan-2 mission would land on southern
pole of the moon, which is still unexplored
by any of the countries. Therefore landing of
spacecraft near lunar’s south pole would be
historically significant as it would give ISRO
opportunity to name that site on the moon.

•

All the three modules namely Orbiter, Lander
(Vikram) & Rover (Pragyan) are developed by
India.

RBI penalises Vodafone; m-pesa, PhonePe and three others over regulatory
violations
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the regulatory violations + about PPI)

What’s the NEWS
•

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposed a monetary penalty on five Pre-Paid Payment Instrument (PPI) issuers
which include Vodafone’s m-pesa and Phonepe, for violating its regulatory guidelines under provisions
of Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007.

•

Other facing Penalty includes, Western Union Financial Services Inc., MoneyGram Payment Systems Inc, (both
are US rms) for compounding of contravention and non-compliance of RBI guidelines and on Mobile Payments
and Private and GI Technology.

Know! about Pre-Paid Payment Instrument (PPIs)
•

PPIs are instruments which come with a preloaded value and in even with pre-defined purpose of payment.

•

PPIs facilitates financial services, inter-personal remittance transactions (like sending money to friend or a
family member), purchase of goods and services (G&S), etc., against amount stored on such instruments.

•

Examples of PPIs: any smart cards (or chip card), magnetic stripe cards (or swipe card), internet accounts (like
PayPal), internet wallets, mobile accounts, mobile wallets, paper vouchers (like travel and food vouchers) and
any instruments used to access prepaid amount.

Three types of PPIs issued in India are:
1. Closed System PPIs:
•

Issued by an entity for facilitating purchase of G&S from that entity only and do not permit fund transfer or
cash withdrawal. . They can be used only at specific locations.

•

These do not require RBI approval. Ex- a brand specific gift card(Amazon/Pantaloons gift card).

2.

Semi-closed System PPIs:

•

Issued by banks (approved by RBI) and non-banks (authorized by RBI) for purchase at merchant locations
which have specific contract with issuer to accept PPIs as payment instruments.

•

These are not restricted to a single entity and can be used for fund transfer. Ex- e-wallets like Oxigen, Mobikwik, PayTm.

3.

Open System PPIs:

•

Issued only by banks (approved by RBI) and are used at any merchant for purchase and also for cash withdrawals
at ATMs, Points of Sale (PoS) terminals and Business Correspondents (BCs). Ex- Vodafone mPesa.
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Indian Navy launches submarine ‘INS Vela’
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the fourth
scorpene submarine and about project
75) + Mains (GS III various security
challenges)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Indian Navy on May 6, 2019 launched
the fourth Scorpene class Submarine of
Project 75 ‘INS Vela’ at the Kanhoji Angre Wet
Basin of Mazagon Dock Limited at Mumbai,
Maharashtra.

•

The submarine will now undergo rigorous trials
and tests in both harbour and sea phases before
induction into the Indian Navy.

•

The submarine was manufactured by Mazagon Dock Limited, with the help of main collaborator Naval Group,
France (formerly DCNS).

The submarine name ‘Vela’
•

The submarine has been named ‘Vela’ after an earlier lead submarine of the erstwhile Vela class, which was
the second batch of the Foxtrot class submarines acquired from erstwhile Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR).

Know! about the Scorpene class submarines working
•

The modern technology utilised for construction of the Scorpene class submarines ensures superior stealth
features such as advanced acoustic silencing techniques, low radiated noise levels and hydro-dynamically
optimized shape.

•

These submarines have the ability to launch a crippling attack on the enemy using precision guided weapons.
The attack can be launched with both torpedoes and tube launched anti-ship missiles, while underwater or on
surface.

•

Scorpene submarines can undertake diverse types of missions such as Anti-Surface warfare, Anti-Submarine
warfare, intelligence gathering, mine laying, area surveillance etc.

•

The submarine is designed to operate in all theatres with means provided to ensure interoperability with other
components of a Naval Task Force.

Know! the features of Scorpene Class Submarines

•

The Scorpene Class Submarines are designed by French naval defence company ‘DCNS’ and are being
manufactured by Mazagon Dock Limited in Mumbai.

•

India purchased six submarines for USD 3 billion under Project 75 in 2005.
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•

The project was undertaken due to the decreasing number of submarines in the Indian Navy. The Navy required
replacement for older Sindhughosh and Shishumar class submarines.

•

The Scorpene class submarines have the capability to fire Exocet anti-ship missiles.

•

INS Kalvari, the first of the Scorpene-class submarines, was commissioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on December 14, 2017.

•

INS Khanderi, the second of the 6 Scorpene Class Submarines, will soon be inducted into the Indian Navy by
May 2019.

•

The third Scorpene-class submarine, INS Karanj was launched by the Indian Navy on January 31, 2018 and
is in the advanced stage of trials.

•

The remaining fifth and sixth submarines INS Vagir and INS Vagsheer are in advanced stages of
manufacturing.

SpaceX successfully launched cargo mission to the ISS
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Space X mission) + Mains (GS III awareness in the filed of space)
What’s the NEWS
•

SpaceX has launched a
Dragon cargo capsule
to orbit to International
Space Station.

•

This
mission
was
seventeenth
routine
launch of SpaceX for
NASA since 2012.

•

Cargo
Dragon
spacecraft was carrying
2,500 kilograms (5,500
pounds) of supplies for
the astronauts on the
ISS as part of the CRS17 mission.

Know! more about the mission
•

The spacecraft will remain at the space station for about four weeks before returning to Earth with more than
1,900 kg of research and return cargo.

•

Space X’s Dragon was also carrying some special items in a trunk which is a cylindrical structure that rides
attached to the capsule during flight, providing support and power.

•

It is experiments from NASA called OCO-3, which will help the space agency measure the Earth’s carbon
dioxide levels.

•

When Dragon cargo will reach ISS, robotic arm will place OCO-3 on the outside of the space station, where the
instrument will help scientists learn how carbon dioxide fluctuates all over the world.

Falcon-9 Rocket
•

Falcon-9 is a two-stage rocket designed and manufactured by SpaceX for the reliable and safe transport of
satellites and the Dragon spacecraft into orbit.

•

Falcon 9 is the first orbital class rocket capable of reflight.

Dragon Spacecraft
•

Dragon is a free-flying spacecraft designed to deliver both cargo and people to orbiting destinations.

•

It is the only spacecraft currently flying that is capable of returning significant amounts of cargo to Earth.
Currently Dragon carries cargo to space, but it was designed from the beginning to carry humans.
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NASA’s First Planetary Defense Technology to Collide with Asteroid in 2022
Relevance IN – Prelims – (about NASA’s DART and planetary defense technology) + Mains
(GS III awareness in the filed of space)

What’s the NEWS
•

NASA’s first mission to demonstrate a planetary defence technique, The Double Asteroid Redirection Test
(DART), will get one opportunity to hit small moonlet in the binary asteroid system Didymos.

•

The asteroid poses no threat to Earth and is an ideal test target. NASA revealed that details about its plan to
hit a small moonlet target in a double asteroid system with a spacecraft in 2022.

•

The asteroid, called Didymoon or Didymos B, is a moon asteroid around 150 meters tall orbiting a larger body
Didymos A, the most accessible asteroid of its size from the Earth.

•

Current observations will help researchers to better understand the extent of the impact made when DART
slams into its target – Didymos B – in September 2022.

Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART)
•

Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) is a planned space probe that will demonstrate the kinetic effects of
crashing an impact spacecraft into an asteroid moon for planetary defence purposes.
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•

The mission is intended to test whether a spacecraft impact could successfully deflect an asteroid on a collision
course with Earth.

•

The mission’s target is 65803 Didymos, a binary asteroid system in which one asteroid is orbited by a smaller
one.

•

The primary asteroid is about 800 m (2,600 ft) in diameter; its small satellite is about 150 m (490 ft) in diameter
in an orbit about 1.1 km from the primary.

•

DART will target the smaller asteroid. Didymos is not an Earth-crossing asteroid, and there is no possibility
that the deflection experiment could create an impact hazard.

Central Food Technological Research Institute (CFTRI)
Relevance IN – Prelims (about CFTRI)
What’s the NEWS
•

Mysore based Central Food Technological Research Institute (CFTRI), has prepared nearly one lakh meals for
distribution in cyclone Fani hit areas of Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal.

Know! about CFTRI
•

It is a premier food research laboratory under Ministry of Science and Technology (MoS&T), Government of
India. It is Council of Scientific and Industrial Research’s (CSIR) constituent laboratory.

•

It was established in 1950 and is headquartered in Mysore, Karnataka. Its resource centers are in Hyderabad,
Lucknow and Mumbai.

•

It develops technologies to increase efficiency and reduce post-harvest crop losses, increase export, add
conveniences and find new sources of food products, integrate human resources in food industries, reduce costs
and modernize supply chains.

•

Some of its research areas are Food engineering, food biotechnology, microbiology, grain sciences, sensory
science, Biochemistry, Molecular Nutrition and food safety.

Asteroid Apophis will flyby Earth on April 13, 2029
Relevance IN – Prelims – (about asteroid Apophis) + Mains (GS III awareness in the filed of
space)

What’s the NEWS
•

A giant asteroid called 99942 Apophis will pass Earth on April 13, 2029, which is nearly a decade later, but
scientists are already preparing for this important celestial event

•

99942 Apophis will cruise harmlessly by Earth, according to NASA, but it will come very close to our planet at
around 19,000 miles or 31,000 km above the surface
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Know! more about it
•

A giant asteroid named 99942 Apophis will pass Earth on April 13, 2029, which is nearly a decade in waiting,
but scientists are already preparing for this important celestial event which is being seen as a major scientific
opportunity.

•

According to NASA scientists, this asteroid is a representative of about 2,000 currently known Potentially
Hazardous Asteroids (PHAs) or those that could collide with Earth and cause damage.

•

99942 Apophis will cruise harmlessly by Earth, according to NASA, but it will come very close to our planet at
around 19,000 miles or 31,000 km above the surface.

•

This is the distance at which some of the spacecraft are orbiting Earth, explains NASA. The asteroid will travel “the
width of the full Moon within a minute and it will get as bright as the stars in the Little Dipper,” explains NASA.

•

The asteroid is 340-meter-wide and it is being seen as an opportunity for science since asteroids of this size
rarely pass by Earth at such a close distance.

•

The asteroid will also be visible to the naked eye in the southern hemisphere. It will be seen from the east coast
to the west coast of Australia. The trajectory of the asteroid indicates it will then cross the Indian Ocean, and
by the afternoon in the eastern US it will have crossed the equator, still moving west, above Africa

Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA)

Relevance IN – Prelims (about GRIHA) + Mains (GS III environment conservation)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) Council has launched a rating tool ‘GRIHA for
Existing Day Schools’ to evaluate the environmental performance of existing schools across India.

Know! about GRIHA for Existing Day Schools
•

GRIHA for Existing Day Schools will work as an integrated tool to evaluate performance and provide solutions
for enhanced energy and water efficiencies, increased thermal and visual comfort, and decreased operational
and maintenance costs.

•

The rating system is also aimed at familiarizing the students with the concepts of sustainability by involving them,
under the guidance of their teachers, on evaluating the environmental impact of schools on the environment.

•

The rating system will also provide the students and teachers with an opportunity to establish contact with
nature and with each other using the approach of co-creation and understanding.

Know! about GRIHA Council
•

GRIHA Council is a registered society for the interaction on scientific and administrative issues related to
sustainable habitats in the Indian context. It was founded by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) with
support from the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy along with a variety of experts in the fields related to
sustainability of built environment from across the country.

•

GRIHA Council promotes GRIHA- the National Rating System as a design and evaluation tool for green
buildings and habitats.
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Sand and Sustainability: UNEP Report on Sand Mining
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the report findings on sand mining) + Mains (GS III
environment conservation)
What’s the NEWS
•

United
Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) has recently a
report on sand mining
and its consumption.

•

The report published
with
title
Sand
and
sustainability:
Finding new solutions
for
environmental
governance of global sand
resources. It emphasises
on the changing pattern
of sand consumption,
demand and role in
growing population.

•

UNEP report on sand resources indicates that global demand for sand and gravel is at 40 to 50 billion tonnes
per year.

•

It also highlights the issues caused by illegal sand mining from rivers such as flooding, rising level of pollution,
lowering of water aquifers and worse drought occurrences.

Know! about the global findings of the report
•

Report informs that sand and gravel are the second largest natural resources extracted after water but least
regulated.

•

A growing trend of irresponsible and illegal extraction in marine, coastal and freshwater ecosystems makes this
a sustainability challenge of significant proportions.

•

China and India head the list of critical hotspots for sand extraction impacts in rivers, lakes and on coastlines,
most likely because these countries also lead globally on infrastructure and construction.

•

Report explores that ecological damage has been witnessed due to large sand mining as it breaks the natural
system. Hydro-electricity production or irrigation is reducing the amount of sediment flowing downstream.

•

There is no global monitoring or reporting for sand. However, countries are reporting their cement production.

Know! about the findings specific to India
•

Two thirds of global cement production occurs in China (58.5%) and India (6.6%), as per United States Geological
Survey.

•

China stands out for aggregates production at 14.3 tonnes/capita per year. In total, China, India and Asia
represent 67% of global aggregates production.

What’s the Way forward
• Improving sustainable consumption and production of sand resources does not imply waiting for new global
laws or rules to enable international cooperation.
• A hierarchy of three major strategies emerged that could lay new foundations for improved governance of
sand resources in 2019 and thereafter:
-

Avoiding unnecessary natural sand consumption in construction

-

Using alternative materials to replace natural sand in construction

-

Reducing sand extraction impacts with existing standards and best practices.
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Japan’s first private rocket ‘Momo-3’ launched
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Momo -3) +
Mains (GS III awareness in the field of space)
What’s the NEWS
•

Interstellar Technologies (IST) have become Japan’s
first private company who launched its own rocket
momo-3 into space.

•

Interstellar Technologies launched Momo-3 rocket
from Hokkaido space centre.

•

Objective of this test is to bring cost at minimum level,
plus, lesser use of fuel.

•

After Momo-3 launched it was found that engines
burned its liquid fuel for two minutes and reached at
height of 113.4 kilometres.

Know! the key highlights of the launch
•

Total flight duration was 515 seconds while reached at
height of 113.4 kilometres.

•

Interstellar Technologies is coming with ZERO rocket with objective of providing affordable, flexible access to
space.

•

ZERO will carry 100 kilograms of payload to an altitude of 500 kilometres.

•

Interstellar Technologies revealed in a press release that Momo series rockets are development and experimental
rockets their eventual goal is to prepare ZERO rocket.

Know! about Interstellar Technologies
•

It is a Japanese Space company; making a low cost launching vehicle named Momo. Interstellar Technologies
first tried to launch private launch vehicle Momo-1 in year 2017 but failed.

•

Second attempt was made in year 2018 with Momo-2 but it was crashed just four seconds after its launch.

•

This company is planning to build a full scale rocket that can launch small satellites into orbit by 2020

Ireland declares climate emergency
Relevance IN – Prelims (about
climate emergency + Mains GS
III environment conservation)
What’s the NEWS
•

Ireland became the second
nation in the world after Britain
to declare a climate emergency.
The Irish Parliament accepted an
amendment to a parliamentary
report declaring the emergency
without a vote.

Know! more about the step
taken by British earlier
•

The British Parliament became
the world’s first to declare a
climate emergency by passing
the largely symbolic motion on
May 1, 2019.
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•

The move followed 11 days of street protests in London by the Extinction Rebellion environmental campaign group.

•

The environmental group’s ultimate aim is to slash global greenhouse gas emissions to zero by 2025 and to
biodiversity loss.

•

The British government is currently aiming to achieve the goal by 2050, which it says can be achieved without
causing substantial economic damage and at a relatively low cost.

Know! about Climate Emergency
•

The declaration of the emergency is a call for governments across the world to change their behavior towards
the climate and biodiversity in profound ways, on a sustained basis.

•

The declaration calls for the government to fast track legislative changes with respect to climate deterioration.
It also involves drastic cut down of greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.

Nearly all countries agree to stem flow of plastic waste into poor nations
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the new accord signed + about Basel convention) + Mains
(GS III environment conservation + GS II international institution)
What’s the NEWS
•

Almost all the world’s countries have agreed on a deal aimed at restricting shipments of hard-to-recycle plastic
waste to poorer countries, the United Nations announced in the recently concluded meeting

•

Exporting countries – including the US – now will have to obtain consent from countries receiving contaminated,
mixed or unrecyclable plastic waste. Currently, the US and other countries can send lower-quality plastic waste
to private entities in developing countries without getting approval from their governments.

Know! more about the new accord
•
•
•

•
•

•

After 12 days of negotiations under the patronage of United Nations (UN) around 180 governments agreed on a
new UN accord to regulate the movement and export of plastic waste between their national borders.
About 1,400 representatives from almost every country in world met for 12 days of discussions at a United
Nations Environment Program (UNEP) meeting in Geneva, Switzerland.
Except the United States, about 180 governments, agreed to the deal which essentially updates (or amended)
the 1989 Basel Convention on the Control Of Hazardous Wastes, to include plastic waste in a legally-binding
framework, in a move to quickly reduce amount of plastic being washed into world’s oceans.
The framework for reducing plastic waste signed is legally binding which means that countries will have to
monitor and track thousands of types of plastic waste outside their borders.
The legally binding framework emerged at the end of a two-week meeting of UN-backed conventions on plastic
waste and toxic, hazardous chemicals that threaten the planet’s seas and creatures. The pact comes in an
amendment to the Basel convention. The US is not a party to that convention so it did not have a vote
As per IPEN umbrella group (The International
POPs Elimination Network, a global network of
NGOs which seeks to eliminate hazardous and
toxic chemicals and persistent organic pollutants)
this new amendment to Basel Convention would
empower developing countries to refuse plastic
waste dumping.

Know! about Basel convention
•

In 1989, the Conference of Plenipotentiaries (CoP) in
Basel, Switzerland adopted The Basel Convention
on the Control of Transboundary Movements
of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal.

•

It was adopted in response to large public outcry
after it was discovered that large deposits of toxic
wastes were being imported from abroad into
developing world. The Basel Convention came
into force in 1992
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CCMB scientists sequence Asiatic lion genome
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Asiatic lion genome sequencing) + GS III (science and technology)

What’s the NEWS
•

For the first time, the entire genome of Asiatic lion, an endangered species, has been sequenced by the scientists
from Council of Scientific & Industrial Research’s (CSIR) - Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, Hyderabad.

Know! more about the Key Highlights of Study
•

De novo sequencing and annotation have resulted in a draft assembly of the entire genome of a male Asiatic
lion.

•

This information would help us to better understand the evolution of Asiatic lions and also make possible
comparative analysis with other big cats

Comparative study
•

With the complete genome of royal Bengal tiger, African Cheetah and Jaguar available, comparative studies of
all these big cats would be possible.

•

Until now only partial genomic information of the African lion was available now. Comparative genomics between
African and Asiatic lions could be undertaken once the complete genome of the African lion is sequenced.

•

The population of the endangered Asiatic lion is very low — only 523 animals are present in the Gir forests.

•

The genome sequencing would enable scientists to develop specific markers to study population genetics
(the differences at the gene level within a population) and get newer insights into its population status and
subsequent management.

•

Comparative analysis with other felids and mammalian genomes unravelled the evolutionary history of the
Asiatic lion and its position among other felids.

•

The study noted that the evaluation of genetic diversity placed the Asiatic lion in the lowest bracket of genomic
diversity index highlighting the gravity of its conservation status.

Multi-pronged approach
•

There is a need to adopt a multi-pronged approach and the study will enable better disease and population
management of the endangered big cat by identifying characteristics which are specific to Asiatic lions.

•

Candidate genes which are specific to Asiatic lion can be identified by comparing with other big cats.

•

The final objective is to understand the species at DNA level and study if there are any specific problems with
regard to adaptability to environment or behaviour vis-à-vis other big cats.

•

It noted that evaluation of genetic diversity (i.e. the total number of genetic characteristics of a species which
serves as a way for populations to adapt to changing environments) placed Asiatic lion in lowest bracket of
genomic diversity index which highlights the gravity of its conservation status.

Know! about Asiatic Lion
•

They are also known as Indian Lion, and Scientific Name is Panthera Leo Persica.
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•

IUCN Red List Status: Endangered

•

They are also Listed in Schedule I of Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972, in Appendix I of Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).

•

At present the only home of Asiatic lion is Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary in Gujarat.

India backs Nigeria’s Ambassador appointment as next President of UN
General Assembly
Relevance IN – Prelims (about UNGA) + Mains (GS II important international institutions)
What’s the NEWS
•

India extended its support to Nigerian Ambassador to the United Nations, Tijjani Muhammad-Bande for his
appointment to the post of President of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).

Know! about the post of President of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
•

The post of the President of UNGA rotates among the geographic regions. As per the tradition, the UN’s regional
groups nominate a single candidate who is then rubber-stamped by the Assembly.

•

For the next session of the Assembly, it is the turn of Africa. All the countries of the African continent agreed
unanimously to field Muhammad-Bande as their candidate.

Know! about United Nations General Assembly
•

The UN Assembly is made up of all the 193 Member States.

•

The General Assembly is one of the six main organs of the United Nations; it is the only one which enables all
193 Member States to have equal representation - One Nation, One Vote.

•

Every year in September, all the Member nations meet in New York for the annual General Assembly session.

•

It provides a forum for multilateral discussion of the full spectrum of international issues covered by the UN
Charter.

Department of Biotechnology launched MANAV: Human Atlas Initiative
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the MANAV initiative + Mains (GS III awareness in the field
of biotechnology)
What’s the NEWS
•

Department of Biotechnology (DBT) working under ministry of science and technology has recently launched
human tissue mapping project called MANAV: Human Atlas Initiative.

•

It has been launched to improve understanding on human physiology. Objective of this initiative is to map every
single tissue of human body to find out deepest information and roles of tissues and cells linked to a variety of
ailments.

•

This project is funded by Department of Biotechnology (DBT) that would make a database network of all human
body tissues. Those students part of this project will be trained and instructed with skills to perform annotation.

Know! the objectives of MANAV project
•

Physiological and molecular mapping for better biological insight

•

Develop disease models through predictive computing

•

Major Objective of the initiative is to find out and capture human physiology in two stages – normal stage and
disease stage

•

At final stage, overall analysis and medicine discovery.

Know! about the project details
•

Department of Biotechnology has issued funds of Rs 13 cr to two institutions in Pune, Indian Institute of
Science, Education and Research (IISER) and National Centre for Cell Science (NCCS).

•

Also, Persistent Systems has co-funded the project and is developing the platform, and has contributed Rs 7 crore.
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•

Through physiological and molecular mapping this programme involve in getting better biological insights,
develop disease models through predictive computing and have a holistic examination and at last drug discovery.

•

The project can be signed up by students who are in their final year of graduation and above. Students of various
streams like biochemistry, systems biologists, pharmacologists, zoology,, biotechnology, botany, microbiology,
bioinformatics, health sciences, and data sciences can associate with this project. Those students can also join
who doesn’t have science background or not involved in active scientific research.

Know! about Department of Biotechnology (DBT)
•

It is an Indian government department under the Ministry of Science and Technology. This department is
responsible for administrating development and commercialisation in the field of modern biology and
biotechnology in India.

•

It was set up in 1986. In December 2015, the Department of Biotechnology launched the National Biotechnology
Development Strategy 2015–2020 programme.

•

The stated aim of the programme is to intensify research in the fields of vaccines, human genome, infectious
and chronic diseases, crop science, animal agriculture and aqua culture, food and nutrition, environmental
management and technologies for clean energy.

NABARD announces Rs 700-crore venture capital fund for rural agricultural
start-ups
Relevance IN – Prelims (about NABARD) + Mains (GS III economic developments –
financial inclusion + GS II government policies and interventions for the development of
various sectors)
What’s the NEWS
•

India’s National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has recently announced for Rs. 700
crore project funds for equity investments in agriculture and rural start-ups.

•

NABARD was used to contribute to other funds but it is for the first time when NABARD launched its own
funds.

•

This project was launched by Nabventures, an auxiliary unit of NABARD.

•

With this initiative NABARD will assist those start-ups who are engaged in agriculture and rural areas’
development.

Know! more about the project benefits
•

It will help to boost rural economy. When rural start-ups will get some funds and work for benefit of villages, it
will automatically improvise rural financial condition.

•

NABARD will fund some companies it will generate employment as well as new market to the country.

•

This initiative will probably mitigate migration if rural population will get employment and better infrastructure
in their own area.

•

These funds will provide a boost to investment ecosystem in the core areas of agriculture, food and improvement
of rural livelihoods.

•

NABARD has already contributed Rs 273 crore to 16 alternate investment funds.

•

NABARD is now 100 per cent owned by the government, which has been focusing on start-ups through a slew
of measures.

Know! more about NABARD
•

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) is an apex development financial institution
for rural development in India.

•

It’s headquarter is located at Mumbai while regional offices are present across India. NABARD was established
on the recommendations of B.Sivaraman Committee, (by Act 61, 1981 of Parliament) on 12 July 1982 to
implement the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development Act 1981.

•

NABARD is the most important institution in the country which looks after the development of the cottage,
small scale, village and other rural industries in the country.
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MoU Signed for Rudraksh Plantation in Ganga Basin
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the MoU and about Rudraksh) + Mains (GS III environment
conservation)
What’s the NEWS
•

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between
National Mission for Clean Ganga, HCL Foundation and INTACH for
taking up a project of ‘Plantation of Rudraksh Trees in Uttarakhand’
as a part of CSR initiative under the ‘Namami Gange’ Programme.

•

The project aims at planting 10,000 Rudraksh trees in the catchment
area of river Ganga in Uttarakhand in association with local
community and other stakeholders

•

It will also help in generating income for people residing in those
areas.

•

Namami Gange Mission aims at providing comprehensive and sustainable solutions for a cleaner ecosystem
along the stretch of 97 towns and 4,465 villages on the Ganga stem and a public-private partnership will provide
the initiative a much-needed impetus.

Know! about Rudraksh Tree
•

Elaeocarpus ganitrus or Rudraksh Tree is a large evergreen tree. It has broad-leaves whose seed is traditionally
used for prayer beads in Hinduism and Buddhism.

•

Seeds of this tree are known as Rudraksh. It can be produced by several species of Elaeocarpus. But E. Ganitrus
is most popular species which is used in the making of organic jewellery or mala.

•

Rudraksh tree develops the fruit in three to four years. It is mainly found in Gangetic plain, foothills of Himalyas,
Nepal, Indonesia etc.

Know! about Namami Gange Mission
•

Namami Gange, is an Integrated Conservation Mission, approved as ‘Flagship Programme’ by the Union
Government in June 2014 with budget outlay of Rs.20,000 Crore to accomplish the twin objectives of effective
abatement of pollution, conservation and rejuvenation of National River Ganga.

Focus areas of Namani Gange Programme are:
•

Sewerage Treatment Infrastructure

•

River-Surface Cleaning

•

Afforestation

•

Industrial Effluent Monitoring

•

River-Front Development

•

Bio-Diversity

•

Public Awareness

•

Ganga Gram

RBI releases ‘Vision 2021’ for e-payment system
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Vision 2021) + Mains (GS III economic development)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on May 15, 2019 released ‘Payment and Settlement Systems in India: Vision
2019 – 2021’, a vision document for safe, secure, quick and affordable e-payment system.

•

The document was released after considering that the number of digital transactions are expected to increase
over four times to 8707 crore by December 2021.
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Theme
•

The core theme of the vision document is ‘Empowering Exceptional
(E)payment Experience’, that stresses on empowering every Indian to
access a bunch of e-payment options safely and conveniently.

Know! the highlights of Payment Systems Vision 2021
•

The Payment Systems Vision 2021 states 36 specific action points and
12 specific outcomes.

•

The document deliberates on boosting customer awareness, setting up
a 24X7 helpline and self-regulatory organisation for e-payment service
providers.

•

The main agenda of the vision document is the ‘no-compromise’
approach towards safety and security of payment systems.

Know! the Objective
The vision document aims to achieve “a ‘highly digital’ and
‘cash-lite’ society through Goal Posts (4Cs):
•

Competition

•

Cost effectiveness

•

Convenience

•
Confidence

India Conducts Successful Flight Test of Abhyas Target Drone:
ABHYAS - a Highspeed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT)
Relevance IN – Prelims (about ABHYAS)
What’s the NEWS
•

India’s
Defense
Research
and
Development Organization (DRDO) had
successfully tested the Abhyas Highspeed Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT)
drone.

•

The pilotless aircraft, designed to serve
as a target in live-fire weapons tests, was
flight-tested at India’s Interim Test Range
near Chandipur, Odisha.

•

It a high-speed expendable aerial target
(HEAT), which offers a realistic threat
scenario for practice of weapon systems.

Know! more about Abhyas
•

Abhyas “is designed on an in-line small
gas turbine engine and uses indigenously
developed MEMS based navigation
system for its navigation and guidance

•

The performance of the system was as per
simulations carried out and demonstrated the capability of Abhyas to meet the mission requirement for a cost
effective HEAT.

•

Target missiles and drones serve an important role in the development of a range of interceptors, including
surface-to-air systems as well as cruise and ballistic missile defense systems.

•

Abhyas is designed to simulate aircraft for endoatmospheric surface-to-air interception tests as well as air-to-air
exercises.
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•

The Abhyas has been in development since 2012 and has been displayed by DRDO at international defense
expositions since at least 2013.

•

That year, the Abhyas was displayed at the International Aerospace and Defense Exhibition ADEX-2013 in
Seoul, South Korea.

•

The Abhyas is reported to feature an adjustable simulated radar cross section for live-fire exercises and other
drills through the use of a lunberg lens in the nose cone, which improves the target’s radar reflectiveness.

India joins global initiative to combat online extremism: ‘Christchurch call
to action’
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the ‘Christchurch call to action’ initiative) + Mains (GS III
cyber security)
What’s the NEWS
•

India joined a major global initiative ‘Christchurch call to action’ to combat terrorism and extremism online; and
make internet a safe and secure place to be.

Know! more about Online Extremism Summit and the initiatives taken
•

The initiative was launched during the “Online Extremism Summit” in Paris jointly by India, France, New
Zealand, Canada and several other countries with an aim to prevent the abuse of the internet.

•

A total of 18 countries including the European Union supported the initiative along with social media giants like
Twitter, Facebook, Google and Microsoft.

•

Soon after the launch, Facebook announced that it had intensified live streaming rules and will in future ban
Facebook Live users who ever shared terrorist or extremist content online.

Know! about the significance of initiative’s name
•

The ‘Christchurch call to action’ initiative has been named after the New Zealand city Christchurch, where over
50 people were killed and over 20 got injured in shootings at two mosques.

•

Australian citizen Brenton Tarrant of late 20s age was charged with the murder for carrying out the attacks.
Tarrant livestreamed one of the attacks himself while attacking the Christchurch mosque in a Facebook Live video.

US declined to join initiative
•

The USA has declined to be a part of the initiative as of now. The White House claimed that it supports the
Christchurch initiative, however, it is not in a position to join it officially, citing the need for freedom of speech

Know! the Highlights of ‘Christchurch call to action’ declaration
•

The initiative outlines collective and voluntary commitments from governments and online service providers to
address the issue of terrorist and violent extremist content online.

•

It calls for a free, open and secure internet to promote connectivity, enhance social inclusiveness and foster
economic growth.

•

As internet is not resistant towards the abuse by terrorists and violent extremists, there is an urgent need of
collective efforts to secure the internet from such terror groups.

•

This statement was supported with a special mention of Christchurch terror attacks which were broadcasted
online by terrorists.

•

The broadcasting of such content online has severe impact on victims of such incident, on collective security and
on people across the world.

•

The Christchurch attack stressed on the urgent call of action by the governments, civil society, online service
providers, and social media companies to eliminate terrorist and extremist content online.
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Moon is shrinking and shaking: NASA Study
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the recent findings related to Moon and Mercury) + Mains
(GS III awareness in the filed of space)
What’s the NEWS
•

In a recent study published by NASA it has been
revealed that moon is shrinking from millions of
years and still counting.

•

NASA study said that moon is shrinking as its
interior cools, getting more than about 150 feet
skinnier over the last several hundred million years.

•

NASA claims that as per first evidence these faults of
shrinking is still active and producing moonquakes
today as the Moon continues to gradually cool. NASA
study finds that some of these quakes can be fairly
strong, around five on the Richter scale.

Know! the major Findings
•

Nasa’s Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) sent
3D images of moon surface that revealed its surface
is shrinking.

•

NASA found that a number of the quakes recorded in the Apollo data happened very close to the faults seen in
the LRO images.

•

Apollo missions dropped the instruments and seismic data was taken from that only.

•

After using the algorithm method, NASA team found that eight of the 28 shallow quakes were within 30
kilometers (18.6 miles) of faults visible in lunar images.

Know! the role of Apollo missions
•

During the Apollo 11, 12, 14, 15, and 16 missions astronauts placed various tools and devices on the lunar
surface.

•

Only one, Apollo 11 seismometer worked for three weeks, but remaining four seismometers recorded 28 shallow
moonquakes. Scientists believed that this type of faults may be related to the faults from 1969 to 1977. Scientists
found these quakes ranged from almost 2 to around 5 on the Richter scale.

Mercury also shrinking
•

NASA study explained that Mercury shrank much more than the Moon.

•

NASA has found that planet Mercury also has various thrust faults, it ranges up to 600 miles (1,000 kilometers)
long and over a mile (3 kilometers) high, that are significantly larger relative to its size than those on the Moon.

•

When planets heat up they expand their size and when they cool size of planet gets shrink. Mercury’s large
faults reveal that is was likely hot enough to be completely molten after its formation.

•

NASA is still studying to understand the Moon’s origin and to compare it with Mercury whether the same
happened to the Moon or not.

•

NASA also said that it is quite possible an ocean of magma is slowly heating deep interior of moon.

Know! about Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO)
•

Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) takes 3D images of moon and it entered lunar orbit on June 23, 2009. Its
exploration mission began on September 15, 2009.

•

For planning NASA’s future human and robotic missions to the Moon LRO’s data keeps much importance for
all.

•

Its detailed mapping program is identifying safe landing sites, locating potential resources on the Moon,
characterizing the radiation environment, and demonstrating new technologies.
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India to launch radar imaging satellite RISAT-2B
Relevance in – Prelims (about RISAT -2B) + Mains
(GS III awareness in the field of space)
What’s the NEWS
•

RISAT-2B, the satellite due to be launched before dawn on
May 22 from Sriharikota, will mark the resumption of a vital
ring of Indian all-seeing radar imaging satellites after seven
years.

•

At least a half-dozen could be foreseen in the near future,
mainly to add to the reconnaissance capability from about 500
km in space. A constellation of such space-based radars means
a comprehensive vigil over the country.

•

RISAT-2B is to be followed by RISAT-2BR1, 2BR2, RISAT-1A,
1B, 2A and so on. ISRO orbited its first two radar satellites in
2009 and 2012, it plans to deploy four or five of them in 2019
alone.

The benefits of synthetic aperture radar (SAR)
•

When it is cloudy or dark, ‘regular’ remote-sensing or optical
imaging satellites — which work like a light-dependent
camera — cannot perceive hidden or surreptitious objects on
the ground.\Satellites that are equipped with an active sensor,
the synthetic aperture radar (SAR), can sense or ‘observe’
Earth in a special way from space day and night, rain or cloud.
This all-weather seeing feature is what makes them special for
security forces and disaster relief agencies.

Know! the benefits of radar imaging earth observation
satellite
•

A radar imaging satellite is complex to assemble. Interpreting its images is equally complex. ISRO took almost
10 years to realise RISAT-1

•

It sends much heavier data than plain remote sensing satellites.

•

Radar imaging satellites pick up structures, new bunkers very well, and sometimes help to count them, too.

•

In India we also use radar imaging for crop estimation because our main crop growing season of kharif is in
May-September when it rains and gets cloudy. We have used this data extensively for forestry, soil, land use,
geology and during floods and cyclone.”

Know! more about the launch and features of RISAT -2B
•

Launch would take place from first launch pad and the 300 kg RISAT-2B will be placed into an orbit of 555 km
with an inclination of 37 degree to the equator.

•

This is the fourth flight unit of the RISAT programme and it would be used for reconnaissance, strategic
surveillance and disaster management.

•

The satellite has a mass of 615 kg and feature an X-band SAR (Synthetic Aperture Radar). It is built for a 5 year
operational life.

•

RISAT 2B, RISAT 2BR1 and RISAT 2BR2 will be launched in 2019 on Indian PSLV launch vehicles.

•

Regular remote-sensing or optical imaging satellites work like a light-dependent camera that cannot perceive
hidden or surreptitious objects in cloudy or dark conditions.

•

Satellites that are equipped with an active sensor, the synthetic aperture radar (SAR), can sense or ‘observe’
Earth in a special way from space day and night, rain or cloud.

•

A radar imaging satellite is complex to assemble. Interpreting its images is equally complex.

•

It will mark the resumption of a vital ring of Indian all-seeing radar imaging satellites after seven years.
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•

It will add to the reconnaissance capability from about 500 km in space. A constellation of such space-based
radars means a comprehensive vigil over the country.

NITI Aayog proposes Rs 7,500-crore plan for Artificial Intelligence push
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the NITI Aayog proposal for AI) + Mains (GS III awareness
in the field of technology
What’s the NEWS
•

The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI Aayog) proposed a Rs. 7500 crore plan to give a strong
push to Artificial Intelligence in India.

•

This fund will help to create a new cloud platform and to build new research institutes.

Know! more about the proposal of NITI Aayog
•

NITI Aayog requested cabinet Government to invest Rs. 7,500 crore initially over a three year period and set up
a high level task force to oversee its roll-out and implementation.

•

This whole mission will be monitored by a task force. This task force will be headed by a member of NITI Aayog.
However, representation from all ministries and states, experts will also be there in task force.

•

NITI Aayog’s plan includes investments in 20 ICTAI, 5 CORE, and setting up of AIRAWAT for increasing AI
technology in the country.

•

Education, healthcare, agriculture, urbanisation and mobility will be the major sectors where artificial
intelligence will work.

•

According to the NITI Aayog proposal five research centers and 20 AI adoption centres are planned.

Know! about CORE and ICTAI
•

International centres for transformational Artificial Intelligence (ICTAI) and Centre of Research Excellence
(CORE) are part of the two-tier AI development plan proposed by NITI Aayog in its 2018 discussion paper.

•

It was titled ‘National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence’. CORE centres were proposed to focus on pushing
technology frontiers through creation of new knowledge.

•

While, the International Centres of Transformational AI (ICTAI) were given a mandate to develop and deploy
application-based research.

Nandan Nilekani Committee on Digital Payments submits its report to RBI
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the committee report) + Mains (GS III economic
developments)
What’s the NEWS
•

Nandan Nilekani-headed High-Level Committee on Deepening of Digital Payments submitted its report to the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

•

The Committee submitted the report after much deliberation with the consultations and various stakeholders.

To merge with the Payment Systems Vision 2021
•

The Reserve Bank will now examine the recommendations of the Committee. If necessary, the bank will merge
the recommendations with the recently released ‘Payment Systems Vision 2021’, published on May 15, 2019.

•

The Reserve Bank of India released the ‘Payment and Settlement Systems in India: Vision 2019 – 2021’for safe, secure,
quick and affordable e-payment system. The Vision document states 36 specific action points and 12 specific outcomes.

•

The main agenda of the document is the ‘no-compromise’ approach towards safety and security of digital payment
systems.

Know! more about the Committee’s report
•

The RBI constituted a High-Level Committee on Deepening of Digital Payments on January 8, 2018 to
encourage digitisation of payments under the Chairmanship of Nandan Nilekani, former Chairman of Unique
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)
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•

It was tasked to review the existing status of digital payments in India, identify the current gaps in the payment
system and suggest ways accordingly.

•

It assessed the current levels of digital payments in financial inclusion.

•

It undertook cross country analyses to identify best practices to be adopted for accelerating digitisation of the
economy and boost financial inclusion.

•

Accordingly, it recommended measures to strengthen the safety and security of digital payments in its report.

•

It also worked on a road map for increasing customer confidence and trust while accessing financial services
through digital modes

NASA researchers found evidence of water on Ultima Thule Surface
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the research and about Ultima Thule) + Mains (GS II
awareness in the field of space)
What’s the NEWS
•

NASA has recently discovered
evidences of water, ice and organic
molecules on Ultima Thule’s
surface. NASA has published
the first profile of Ultima Thule
revealing details about the
complex space object.

•

On Ultima Thule researchers
are investigating on features like
bright spots and patches, craters
and pits, hills and troughs on it.
NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft
discovered Kuiper Belt object
2014 MU69, nicknamed Ultima
Thule early this year.

Know! about Ultima Thule
•

Ultima Thule is 4 billion miles from Earth and has captured scientists’ curiosity since they discovered it had a
snowman-like appearance.

•

NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft flew past the icy object nicknamed Ultima Thule in Kuiper belt.

•

Ultima Thule is deep within the so-called Kuiper Belt, or Twilight Zone, well beyond the orbit of Neptune.

•

It is a contact binary, with two distinctly differently shaped lobes. It consists of a large, strangely flat lobe
nicknamed “Ultima” connected to a smaller, somewhat rounder lobe dubbed “Thule” at a juncture.

•

The lobes likely once orbited each other until some process brought them together in what scientists have shown
to be a “gentle” merger.

•

The alignment of the axes of Ultima and Thule indicates that before the merger the two lobes must have become
tidally locked, meaning that the same sides always faced each other as they orbited around the same point.

Know! about New Horizons
•

The New Horizons spacecraft is now 4.1 billion miles (6.6 billion kilometers) from Earth, operating normally
and speeding deeper into the Kuiper Belt at nearly 33,000 miles (53,000 kilometers) per hour.

•

New Horizons launched on January 19, 2006 and conducted a six-month-long reconnaissance flyby study of
Pluto and its moons in summer 2015.

•

The goal of the mission is to understand the formation of the Plutonian system, the Kuiper belt, and the
transformation of the early Solar System.

•

The spacecraft collected data on the atmospheres, surfaces, interiors, and environments of Pluto and its moons.
It is also studying other objects in the Kuiper belt.
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India chosen as Co-chair of Consultative Group of Global Facility for
Disaster Reduction and Recovery
Relevance IN – Prelims (about GFDRR) + Mains (GS III disaster management)
What’s the NEWS
•

India was chosen as the Co-chair of the Consultative Group (CG) of Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and
Recovery (GFDRR) for the fiscal year 2020.

Know! more about it
•

The decision was taken unanimously during the meeting of the GFDRR in Geneva, Switzerland. The meeting
was held on the sidelines of the 6th Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction.

•

The move came after India expressed its interest to Co-chair the Group during its last meeting in October 2018.

•

India’s claim was supported by its consistent progress in disaster risk reduction in the country and its initiative
to form a coalition on disaster resilient infrastructure.

•

This will be the first time that India will co-chair the CG meeting of GFDRR. India became a Member of the
Consultative Group (CG) of GFDRR in 2015.

Know! the significance of it
•

The move will enable India to work with the member countries and organisations with an aim to advance the
disaster risk reduction agenda during the period it holds the position.

•

India will pursue a focused agenda and will take forward the ongoing work streams of GFDRR.

•

The “Disaster Resilient Infrastructure” (DRI) will be a central theme for India’s engagement with the GFDRR
partners and stakeholders.

Know! about Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR)
•

The GFDRR is a global partnership that facilitates the developing countries to better understand the natural
hazards and climate change and reduce their vulnerability towards them.

•

The Facility works on a grant-funding mechanism that supports disaster risk management projects across the
globe. The funding is managed by the World Bank.

•

It provides technical assistance, helps in capacity building and enables analytical work to help vulnerable
nations improve resilience and reduce disaster risk.

•

The Facility is currently working with over 400 local, national, regional, and international partners.

•

GFDRR also works to implement the “Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction” by helping countries to
integrate disaster risk management and climate change adaptation together towards development strategies
and investment programs.

International Day for Biological Diversity
In past hundred years, more than 90 percent of crop varieties have vanished from farmers’ fields. Therefore, loss of
varied food is directly linked to health risk factors.

Relevance IN – Prelims (about IDB and facts regarding
biodiversity statics) + Mains (GS III environment
conservation)
What’s the NEWS
•

United Nations (UN) has adopted May 22 as The International Day for
Biological Diversity (IDB) to increase understanding and awareness
of biodiversity issues.

•

Objective of observing this day is to spread awareness about species
turning endangered or going to extinct.

•

Year 2019 theme is - “Our Biodiversity, Our Food, Our Health.”

Join the dots! – May 2019
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Know! more about IBD
•

First Biological Diversity International Day was observed by Second Committee of the UN General Assembly
on December 29, 1993.

•

Few years later in year 2000, UN General Assembly adopted 22 May as International Day for Biological Diversity
(IDB).

•

Celebrations of this year’s IDB focus on biodiversity as the foundation for our food and health and a key catalyst
to transforming food systems and improving human health.

•

It aims to influence knowledge and spread awareness of the dependency of our food systems, nutrition, and
health on biodiversity and healthy ecosystems.

•

Other focus areas of this years’ theme are - diversity provided by our natural systems for human existence and
well-being on Earth, while contributing to other Sustainable Development Goals, including climate change
mitigation and adaptation, ecosystems restoration, cleaner water and zero hunger, among others.

•

During last hundred years, more than 90% of yield varieties have vanished from farmers’ lands.

•

More than 50% of the breeds of many domestic animals have been lost, and all of the world’s 17 main fishing
grounds are now being fished at or above their sustainable limits.

•

Local food production systems are also under threat, including related indigenous, traditional and local
knowledge.

•

Due to this damage, agricultural biodiversity is disappearing, as well as essential knowledge of traditional
medicine and local foods.

•

The loss of varied food is directly linked to health risk factors, such as diabetes, obesity and malnutrition, and
has a direct impact on the availability of traditional medicines.

NGT directs 18 states, 2 UTs to submit action plan on utilisation of treated
wastewater
Relevance IN – Prelims (about NGT and its action plan) + Mains (GS III environment
conservation)
What’s the NEWS
•

The National Green Tribunal directed 18 States and 2 Union Territories to submit their respective action plans
on utilisation of treated wastewater to reduce pressure on the groundwater resources across the country.

•

The states and UTs were ordered to submit their action plan within 3 months time to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).

Know! more about the direction given by NGT
•

A bench headed by Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel, NGT Chairperson, further said that the states that have failed
to furnish their plans are mere defaulters who are violating the directions of the NGT.

•

States were directed to submit the plans latest by June 30, 2019, failing which, the tribunal will consider
coercive measures, including compensation for loss to the environment. The green panel noted that so far only
9 states and 5 UTs have submitted their action plan.

•

The action plan includes establishing a monitoring mechanism for coordination with the local bodies, which will
be overseen by the chief secretaries of all the states and UTs.

Know! about NGT
•

The National Green Tribunal was established in October 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010.

•

The Tribunal was formed for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and
conservation of forests and other natural resources.

•

The principal bench of NGT is located in New Delhi.

•

Its zonal benches are located in Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai; while its circuit benches are in Shimla,
Shillong, Jodhpur, and Kochi.

•

The NGT is composed of a full-time chairperson, judicial members, and expert members.
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•

The minimum number of judicial and expert members prescribed is 10 in each category and the maximum
number is 20 in each category.

•

The first chairperson of the tribunal was Justice Lokeshwar Singh Panta, who was appointed on October 18,
2010 and relinquished the post in 2011 when he was made ‘Lokayukta’ of Himachal Pradesh.

ISRO’s new commercial arm New Space India officially inaugurated: New
Space India Limited (NSIL)
Relevance IN – Prelims (about NSIL) +
Mains (GS III awareness in the field of
space developments)
What’s the NEWS
•

India Limited (NSIL), the commercial arm
of Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO), was officially inaugurated in
Bengaluru.

•

NSIL’s main objective is to scale up industry
participation in Indian space programmes.

•

NSIL was inaugurated by ISRO’s honorary
adviser, Dr K Kasturirangan in the presence
of chairman Dr K Sivan.

Know! more about NSIL
•

NSIL was incorporated on March 6 2019,
for commercially utilising research and
development activities carried out by ISRO
in the area of space with an authorised
share capital of Rs 100 crore and initial paid up capital of Rs 10 crore.

•

NSIL will act as an aggregator for all space related activities in industry and develop private entrepreneurship
in space related technologies.

•

Specifically, it will be responsible for manufacturing the and production of Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV)
and Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) through technology transfer mechanisms.

•

It will also cater to emerging global commercial SSLV market demand, providing satellite building and satellitebased services, including supply of sub-systems for various domestic and international application needs and
will enable space technology spin-offs through Indian industry interface.

•

The Department of Space (DoS) registered its second commercial entity called NSIL in ISRO.

•

The first commercial venture of DoS was Antrix Corporation Limited, which was set up in September 1992 to
market products and services of Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).

Defence Research Body Test Fires Guided Bomb From Sukhoi Combat Jet:
Inertial Guided Bomb from Su-30 MKI Aircraft
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Relevance IN – Prelims (about Inertial Guided Weapons and successfully test fired
indigenously-developed 500 kg class guided bomb)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully test fired an indigenously-developed
500 kg class guided bomb from a Sukhoi combat jet at Pokhran in Rajasthan.

Know! more about the test
•

The test firing of guided bomb is conducted just two days after Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully test fired
aerial version of supersonic BrahMos cruise missile from a Sukhoi jet at Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

•

The guided bomb achieved desired range and hit the target with high precision thus meeting all the mission
objectives.

Know! about Inertial Guided Weapons
•

It is a type of Precision guided munition (smart bomb) which is intended to precisely hit a specific desired target
so as to minimize collateral damage and increase fatality against intended targets.

•

It is basically an air-dropped guided bomb which contains metal penetrator rods of various sizes.

•

It was designed to attack targets where an explosive effect may be undesirable and my result in unwanted
casualties, like fuel storage tanks or chemical weapon stockpiles in civilian areas....

Asian Development Bank to provide USD 750 million loan to India for
railway track electrification project
Relevance IN – Prelims (about ABD and about IRFC) + Mains (GS III infrastructure
development)
What’s the NEWS
•

Multilateral funding agency Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed an agreement to provide USD 750
million equivalent in Indian rupee long-term financing to electrify railway tracks in India.

•

It is the largest single non-sovereign loan ever committed by ADB to Indian Railway Finance Corporation
(IRFC) to fund the railways track electrification project, ADB said in a release.

Know! about Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC)
•

It is financing arm of Indian Railways that was set up in 1986.

•

It works toward mobilizing funds from domestic and international capital markets.

•

It is complete government owned entity and is registered as Non-Banking Finance Company (NBFC).

Know! bout Asian Development Bank (ADB)
•

It is regional development bank and multilateral lending agency. It was established on 19 December 1966 and
is headquartered in Manila, Philippines.

•

It is an official United Nations (UN) Observer.

•

It envisions inclusive, resilient, prosperous, and sustainable Asia and Pacific, and aims towards sustaining
efforts to eradicate extreme poverty in region.

•

In 1966 ADB was started with 31 member countries. At present there are 68 member nation which includes 49
from Asia-Pacific region (including India) and 19 from outside. It is collectively owned by its members.

•

It is closely modeled on World Bank (WB) and has similar weighted voting system i.e votes are distributed
in proportion with member’s capital subscriptions to bank. As of 2016 United States and Japan hold largest
proportion of shares.

•

It gives finance assistance to both sovereign countries and to private entities. It also provides soft loans to poorer
countries and hard loans to middle-income countries.
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NASA unveils schedule for ‘Artemis’ 2024 Moon mission

Relevance IN – Prelims (about Artemis) + Mains (GS III space awareness)
Highlights
The mission will return astronauts to Moon for first time in past 50 years, including eight
scheduled launches and a mini-station in lunar orbit by 2024.
What’s the NEWS
•

NASA unveiled the calendar for the “Artemis” program that will return astronauts to the Moon for the first time
in half a century, including eight scheduled launches and a mini-station in lunar orbit by 2024.

•

ARTEMIS is abbreviation for Acceleration, Reconnection, Turbulence and Electrodynamics of Moon’s Interaction
with the Sun. It is NASA’s next mission to Moon.

•

It is named Artemis after Greek mythological Goddess of Moon and also twin sister to Apollo (the namesake of
Apollo program which sent 12 American astronauts to Moon between 1969 and 1972).

Join the dots! – May 2019
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Know! more about the upcoming NASA missions
•

Artemis 1 will be an uncrewed mission around the Moon planned for 2020.

•

Next will come Artemis 2, which will orbit Earth’s satellite with a crew around 2022; followed finally by Artemis
3 that will put astronauts on lunar soil in 2024, including the first woman.

•

The three will be launched into space by the biggest rocket of all time, the Boeing-led Space Launch System
(SLS), which is currently under development

•

In addition to these missions, which will be all NASA’s efforts, there will be five launches carrying the building
blocks of the lunar mini-station “Gateway” which will serve as a staging point for the Moon landing.

•

These will be carried out between 2022 and 2024 by private space companies, which NASA will pay for their
services.

•

The orbital station will initially consist of a simple power and propulsion element and a small habitat module.

•

In 2024, astronauts will stop there en route to the Moon. They will then descend to the surface on a lander.

•

A part of the lander will remain on the Moon while the other part will take off and allow the astronauts to return
to their station, where they will board the Orion capsule and return to Earth.

SpaceX launches 60 Starlink satellites, begins constellation buildout
Relevance IN – Prelims (about starlink
constellation for internet) + Mains (GS III space
awareness)
What’s the NEWS
•

SpaceX launched the first 60 satellites for an internet
constellation that could ultimately number 12,000 on a
Falcon 9 rocket

•

SpaceX launched a rocket carrying the first 60 satellites of
its ‘Starlink’ constellation, from Cape Canaveral, Florida
in US.

•

The rocket took off from Cape Canaveral, Florida and
deployed the satellites into a low Earth orbit a little over
an hour later.

•

The SpaceX’s new array of Starlink communication
satellites is intended to provide Internet from space

Know! more about the launch
•

The launch was conducted by SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rockets which began to release the satellites at an altitude of
280 miles (450 kilometers).

•

The satellites later separated and used their thrusters to take up their positions in a relatively low orbit of 340
miles (550 kilometers).

•

The satellite orbit is slightly higher than International Space Station (ISS), but below the majority of terrestrial
satellites placed. The highest of terrestrial satellites sit in a geostationary orbit of 22,400 miles (36,000
kilometers).

•

Starlink’s constellation will become operational once over 800 satellites will be activated, which will require at
least 12 launches carrying similar payloads.

•

The 60 launched satellites are among the first of a planned 12,000-satellite mega constellation with aim to
provide high-speed internet service from space to customers around the globe.
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Prelims Factoids
+
Prelims Practise Questions

Indonesia plans to relocate its capital from Jakarta
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Indonesia and its geographical locations)
What’s the NEWS
•

Indonesia announced its plans to move its capital away from Jakarta. President Joko Widodo’s government
plans to establish a new Capital out of the crowded Java Island to ensure more equitable development of the
country amid environmental concerns and overcrowding issues.

•

The new location is yet unknown. President Widodo-led government looks forward to form the Capital similar
to Washington D.C. and letting Jakarta sustain as the business, trade and financial hub, similar to New York in
the United States.

Know! the reasons behind the capital relocation
•

One of the major concerns behind the move is traffic congestion in the Capital. In 2016, a survey found that the
mega-city had the world’s worst traffic congestion. Even ministers have been escorted by police convoys to get to
meetings on time.

•

Another reason is that Jakarta is prone to annual flooding and is one of the world’s fastest sinking cities. The
World Bank has earlier mentioned in one of its reports that half of Jakarta is below sea level and it continues to
sink at an alarming rate.

•

As per the estimates, the capital could probably be 40 to 60 centimetres lower in 2025 than it was in 2008. In
such case, the sea water may enter the Presidential Palace, which is located some five kilometres inland. By
2050, the large parts of the megacity could be entirely submerged.

•

One of the main causes of this sink is the extraction of groundwater which is used as drinking water and for
bathing.

End of Japanese ‘Heisei’ era: Akihito begins abdication rituals; Naruhito to
ascend
Relevance IN – Prelims (about past eras and about Heisei and Reiwa)
What’s the NEWS
•

Japanese Emperor of ‘Heisei’ era, Akihito began his abdication rituals on April 30, 2019 at a Shinto shrine,
marking the end of his reign with hope for a new era.

•

Akihito announced his retirement before other members of the royal family and top government officials.

Beginning of a new imperial era
•

Japan on April 1, 2019 declared ‘Reiwa’ as the name of its new imperial era that will begin on May 1, 2019 once
the new Crown Prince Naruhito, son of Akihito, ascends the Chrysanthemum Throne.

•

In a separate ceremony, Naruhito will inherit the Imperial symbols of office - sword and jewel, as well as
Imperial seals as proof of his succession as the nation’s 126th emperor.

•

The new era will be the 248th in the history of Japan. Japan’s emperor has no political power, but remains a
highly symbolic figure.

New Era name ‘Reiwa’
•

The era name ‘Reiwa’ is drawn from the 7th century poetry collection “Manyoshu”. The name is made up of the
two characters ‘Rei’ and ‘Wa’ that stands for ‘order’ and ‘peace’, respectively.

•

It is likely to be the first time that the Japanese era name (gengo) has been drawn from a Japanese document,
depicting a break from over 1,300 years old custom of choosing the name from Chinese classics.

End of ‘Heisei’ era
•

The current Japanese era is known as ‘Heisei’ which means achieving peace. The era began on January 8, 1989,
a day after the death of the Emperor Hirohito, when Emperor Hirohito’s son Emperor Akihito acceded to the
throne as the 125th Emperor of Japan.
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Origin of the concept of Imperial Era Name
•

Japan imported the imperial calendar system from China about 1,300 years ago in 645 CE. The first era was
named as ‘Taika’ to celebrate the great Taika reform of 645.

There have been four era names in Japan’s modern period:
•

Meiji (1868-1912)

•

Taisho (1912-1926)

•

Showa (1926-1989)

•

Heisei (1989-till now)

Nepal collected 3,000 kg garbage from Mt Everest
Relevance IN – (Prelims – about cleaning campaign initiative)
What’s the NEWS
•

Nepal has collected about 3,000 kilograms of solid waste from Mt. Everest since when Nepal launched an
ambitious Everest Cleaning Campaign.

•

This 45-day Everest Cleaning Campaign was launched on April 14, on Nepali New Year, and seeks to clean up
‘world’s highest garbage dump.’

•

Items left behind by climbers and Sherpas include discarded fluorescent lights, climbing and camping equipment,
empty gas canisters, food packaging, beer bottles, and a huge amount of human excrement.

Know more about it
•

Every year, hundreds of climbers, Sherpas and high altitude porters make their way to Everest, leaving behind
tonnes of both biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste.

•

The campaign will conclude on May 29, the day marked every year to commemorate the first summit of Everest
by Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay in 1953

•

The collected waste will then be “showcased” in Namche town, before being ferried down to Kathmandu, where
it will once again be showcased on World Environment Day on June 5.

•

Under this campaign Nepal is trying to collect around 5,000-kg of garbage from Base Camp area, while 2,000-kg
of garbage will be collected from the South Col region and around 3,000-kg will be collected from Camp II and
Camp III area.

Oldest human footprint found in Chile
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the
discovery)
What’s the NEWS
•

Scsearchers claimed that fossil can reveal
new findings about human colonisation of
Patagonia. New discoveries were published
in the latest edition of the peer-reviewed
scientific journal PLOS One.

•

It was originally excavated in year 2010, after
long research researchers have now ruled out
animals and have confirmed that it belongs to
a male adult human.

•

The footprint was found at the Pilauco
excavation site in the city of Osorno in southcentral Chile where scientists have been
digging since 2007.
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Green Car Loan launched by SBI
Relevance IN – Prelims (about green car loan)
What’s the NEWS
•

State Bank of India (SBI) has recently launched India’s first ‘Green Car Loan’ to encourage customers to buy
electric vehicles.

Know! more about the Green car loan
•

Green Car Loan is part of its environment friendly commitment towards building a cleaner and greener
environment. With this initiative, SBI has become India’s first bank to offer a loan specifically for electric cars.

•

With this initiative SBI believes that Green Car Loan scheme would act as a change agent in auto loan segment
and encourage customers to switch to electric vehicles which can improve overall air quality and lower carbon
emissions.

•

The bank also became the first major Indian organisation, along with Wipro, to join the Climate Group’s
EV100 initiative for accelerating the roll-out of electric vehicles worldwide.

•

The new scheme will offer loan at 20 basis points lesser than the interest rate on the existing car loan schemes.

•

SBI Green Car Loan (Electric Vehicle) scheme, which comes with the longest repayment period of up to eight
years, is a strategic inclusion to the bank’s auto loan segment offered with zero processing fees for the first six
months of the launch.

Know! the benefits
•

This initiative of SBI will encourage government’s agenda for making India free of vehicles which run on petrol
and diesel.

•

In line with Government of India’s pledge of ensuring 30% electric vehicles on the road by 2030, SBI has already
announced 100% migration towards electric vehicles by 2030 to reduce carbon footprints.

Former ISRO Chairman awarded France’s Highest Civilian Honour
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the highest civilian award and about Kiran kumar)
What’s the NEWS
•

Former ISRO chairman A S Kiran Kumar
conferred with France’s highest civilian
honour, Chevalier de l’Ordre national de la
Legion d’Honneur, for his contribution to
India-France space cooperation.

Know! more about the award and
about Kiran Kumar
•

The award aims to recognise A S Kiran
Kumar’s invaluable contribution to
the development of India-France space
cooperation.

•

During his whole career span at the Indian
space agency, including when he was
the Chairman, Kumar worked to foster
ambitious space cooperation between India
and France.

•

He directly contributed to making it
cooperation of the people as well as one of
the cornerstones of Indo-French strategic partnership.

•

A S Kiran Kumar served as the Chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation from 2015 to 2018. He was
succeeded by K Sivan, the former Director of Vikram Sarabhai Space Center and Liquid Propulsion centre.
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•

He currently holds the Chair of the ISRO Committee on Earth Observation Satellites.

•

He is known to have made significant contributions to the Indian space programmes, starting from earlier
projects like Bhaskara TV payload till the later programmes such as Chandrayaan-1 and Mangalyaan.

•

Kumar is credited with the design and development of the electro-optical image sensors used in India’s first
remote sensing satellite, Bhaskara, which was launched in 1979 and the subsequent one in 1981, as well as the
ocean colour instruments used in weather forecasting, sea zone and landscape mapping and telecommunications.

•

He is also reported to have contributed to the design and development of the imaging instruments for projects
such as INSAT–3D, Resourcesat, Micro Satellite and Cartosat.

•

The Terrain Mapping Camera and Hyperspectral Imager payloads of Chandrayaan-1 project is also credited to
the efforts of Kiran Kumar.

Know! about Chevalier de l’Ordre national de la Legion d’Honneur
•

The National Order of the Legion of Honour is the highest French order of merit for military and civil merits,
established in 1802 by Napoleon Bonaparte and retained by all later French governments and regimes.

•

It is the highest civilian award conferred by France for outstanding service to the nation, regardless of the
nationality of the recipient.

•

The President of the French Republic is the Grand Master of the Ordre National de la Legion d’Honneur

•

The order is divided into five degrees of increasing distinction: Chevalier (Knight), Officier (Officer), Commandeur
(Commander), Grand Officier (Grand Officer) and Grand-Croix (Grand Cross).

Global Road Safety Week 2019
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the road safety week and its key findings)
What’s the NEWS
•

Fifth global road safety week is being celebrated between
May 06 to 12, 2019.

•

Theme for this year is -“Leadership for road safety”.

Know! more about the report and key findings about
road accidents
•

World Health Organisation (WHO) has released a report
during road safety week.

•

This report highlights that road accidents are the major
concern for death among people age group between 5 to 29
years.

•

Report also indicates that 1.35 million people die each year due to road accidents worldwide.

•

Motorcycle riders and passengers account for 28% while pedestrians and cyclists account for 26% of total road
accident deaths.

•

Low income countries have more risk of a road accident death than high income countries.

•

Africa (26.6 per 1,00,000 population) has highest death rate while Europe has lowest (9.3 per 100 000 population)
death rate. In India road crashes kill about 1,50,000 people each year.

United Nation believes that global goals can be achieved only if precious life is safe. To make
it sure, UN has launched action through the ongoing campaign: Save Lives #SpeakUp.
•

The #SpeakUp campaign runs on the philosophy of the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020.

•

Many countries started adopting the first global Decade of Action on May 10, 2011.

•

This project seeks to mitigate number of road accident deaths and injuries as reports indicating that 1.9 million
people will be affected by 2020.

•

The Global Plan for the Decade of Action outlines steps towards improving road safety within 5 pillars of
activity: road safety management, safer roads and mobility, safer vehicles, safer road users, and post-crash
response.
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India joins US, Japan, and Philippines for naval drills in South China Sea
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the group sail
military exercise)
What’s the NEWS
•

Indian Navy Ships (INS) Kolkata and Shakti carried
out Group Sail with naval ships of Japan,
Philippines and the United States of America in
the South China Sea from May 03 to May 09, 2019.

•

This week long military exercise had a participation
of six combatants from the four participating countries
- India, USA, Japan and Philippines.

Know! more about the Six Combatants in “Group
Sail”
•

The Group Sail was aimed to deepen the existing
partnership and foster mutual understanding among participating navies.

•

The ships undertook various exercises enroute which included formation manoeuvering, underway replenishment
runs, cross-deck flying and exchange of Sea Riders.

•

The Group Sail exercise with naval ships of Japan, Philippines and United States showcased India’s commitment
towards operating with like-minded nations to ensure safe maritime environment through enhanced
interoperability.

•

Both the ships had participated in the International Fleet Review as part of the 70th Anniversary Celebration
of PLA (Navy).

•

During the ships’ stay in Busan, the IN Ships took part in the Opening Ceremony of Maritime Security Field
Training Exercise under the aegis of ADMM-PLUS.

Know! about ADMM-PLUS MS FTX
•

The phase I of the exercises held from 01 May to 03 May 2019 off South Korea with Navies of Brunei, China,
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, South Korea and the USA.

•

Group Sail progressed from 03 May to 09 May 2019. The Phase II of ADMM-PLUS MS FTX is scheduled from
09 May to 12 May 2019 in the South China Sea.

•

On completion of Phase II, all participating ships including IN Ships Kolkata and Shakti are scheduled to
attend the closing ceremony of ADMM-PLUS MS and participate in the International Maritime Defence Expo
2019 in Singapore.

New Species Of Viper With Unique Heat-Sensing Ability Found In
Arunachal
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the new species
of pit viper)
What’s the NEWS
•

A team of herpetologists found a new species of
venomous pit viper in the West Kameng district of
Arunachal Pradesh.

•

The snake was discovered while a research team from
Pune-based ‘Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research’ was conducting surveys in Eaglenest region
of Arunachal Pradesh.
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Know! about the new species
•

This new species of reddish-brown pit viper has a unique heat sensing system. The species is scientifically
known as ‘Trimeresurus arunachalensis’.

•

As of now, the team does not have any idea about the natural history of Arunachal pit viper as it could find only
one male viper of the species

•

Comparative analyses of DNA sequences and examination of morphological features suggested that the snake
belonged to a species not described before.

•

The team is conducting more surveys to sight the species and have an idea of its habitat, breeding, diet, etc.

Know! more about pit viper species found in India
•

With this addition, India now has five pit viper species.

•

This also makes Arunachal Pradesh the only state to have a pit viper named after it.

•

This is the second snake discovered in Arunachal Pradesh after the non-venomous keelback in Lepa-Rada
district of the state in 2018.

The other four species are:
•

Malabar

•

Hump Nosed

•

Horseshoe

•

Himalayan

IAF receives its first Apache Guardian attack helicopter
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the Apache Guardian helicopter)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Indian Air Force has received the first Apache
Guardian helicopter from US aircraft manufacturer,
Boeing.

•

India had signed a multi-billion dollar contract with
the US in September 2015, for 22 of these helicopters.

•

The attack helicopter has been customised to suit
Indian Air Force’s future requirements and would have
significant capability in mountainous terrain.

Know! more about the multi role attack
helicopter
•

The AH-64E Apache is primarily a multi-role attack
helicopter, which is flown by the US Army. Its addition
in the Indian chopper fleet is a significant step towards
modernization of the Air Force and boosting its fighting capability.

•

The main features of the latest variant of the Apache fleet includes improved digital connectivity and powerful
engines with upgraded face gear transmission to accommodate more power.

•

The helicopter has the capability to control unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), full IFR capability, and improved
landing gear.

•

It has the capability to carry out precision attacks at standoff ranges and operate in hostile airspace with
threats from the ground.

•

The helicopter also has the ability to transmit and receive the battlefield picture, to and from the weapon
systems through data networking, which makes it a lethal acquisition.

•

Further, the helicopter has an oversea capacity and is fit for maritime operations, potentially enabling naval strikes.

Know! about the agreement
•

The Indian Air Force had signed a contract with US Government and M/s Boeing Ltd in September 2015 for 22
Apache helicopters.
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•

Besides this, the Defence Ministry had approved the procurement of six Apache helicopters in 2017 along with
weapons systems from Boeing at a cost of Rs 4,168 crore for the Army.

•

This will be the Indian Air Force’s first fleet of attack choppers.

Researchers discover ‘rain-loving’ snake in Mizoram
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the newly discovered snake)
What’s the NEWS
•

A group of researchers have unearthed a new ‘rain
loving’ snake species from Mizoram in North-east India.
The researchers have named the specie “Smithophis
Atemporalis.”

Know! more about the snake
•

The finding is significant because such a discovery has
been made for the first time after almost 150 years.
The discovery has not only revealed a new reptile
species but also a whole new genus after a gap of 150 years.

•

The discovery brings focus on the vibrant and largely explored biodiversity of the Northeast, which is facing the
threat of extinction.

•

The species is reported to be a non-venomous kind and strictly aquatic. The maximum recorded size of the new
species is about 655 mm or 2.5 feet.

•

Locally, the species is referred to as “Ruahlawmrul,” a rain-loving snake, as the activity of the snake increases
during the rainy season.

Retired SC Justice MB Lokur appointed to Supreme Court of Fiji
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the appointment of Indian judge in Fiji and about India – Fiji)
What’s the NEWS
•

Justice Madan Bhimrao Lokur, who retired as the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court in December 2018,
has been appointed to the Supreme Court of Fiji’s non-resident panel for the duration of three years.

Know! about the Supreme Court of Fiji
•

The Supreme Court of Fiji consists of the Chief Justice, who is also the President of the Supreme Court, all
Justices of Appeal who are also members of the Court of Appeal and others specifically appointed as Supreme
Court judges.

•

The court has three sessions in one year and Justice Lokur would be attending the August session from August
15- 30, 2019.

•

Fiji has previously invited judges from other nations including Australia, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, Singapore,
South Africa and Malaysia to be a part of its non-resident panel.

Dr K Sivan, Chairman, ISRO inaugurates the Young Scientist Programme
(Yuvika-2019)
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the scheme Yuvika)
What’s the NEWS
•

ISRO Chairman Dr K. Sivan inaugurated ISRO’s Young Scientist Programme called ‘Yuvika 2019’ at Satish
Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) SHAR, Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.

Know! all about YUVIKA (or ‘YUva VIgyani KAryakram’) 2019
•

It is a two week (14 days) summer vacation residential training programme, which will be conducted by ISRO
from 13 May to 26 May 2019.
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•

It was launched by ISRO in tune with the Centre governments vision of “Jai Vigyan, Jai Anusandhan”.

•

3 students from each Indian State (29) and
Union Territories (7 UTs) are participating
(about 108 students) and will get trained
by ISRO Scientists.

•

During programme, participants will also
visit Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC),
Shriharikota which is spaceport of India.

•

The students are selected based on their
performance in the 8th Standard (covering
CBSE, ICSE and State syllabus), which
includes both academic and extracurricular
activities.

•

The Young Scientist Programme will
be conducted across 4 centres of ISRO,
Department of Space (DOS)- 1. Space
Applications Centre (SAC), Ahmedabad 2.
North Eastern Space Applications Centre
(NESAC), Shillong 3. Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC), Thiruvananthapuram 4. U R Rao Satellite Centre
(URSC), Bengaluru

The bird that came back from the dead
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the bird)
What’s the NEWS
•

New research has shown
that the last surviving
flightless species of bird, a
type of rail, in the Indian
Ocean
had
previously
gone extinct but rose from
the dead thanks to a rare
process called ‘iterative
evolution’.

•

A study published in
zoological journal explained
that an extinct bird came
back from the dead after
a process called ‘iterative
evolution’ twice.

•

In study done by University
of Portsmouth and Natural
History Museum, found
that on two occasions,
separated by tens of thousands of years, a rail species was able to successfully colonise at Aldabra.

•

This bird is called white-throated rail (Dryolimnas cuvieri) which came from its native home in Madagascar to
Seychelle Islands Aldabra atoll. This place is believed safest for birds as it is predators free.

Know! more about it
•

Dryolimnas cuvieri first disappeared from the Aldabra atoll in the Seychelles 1,36,000 years ago.

•

Since Aldabra is safest place for them, they had lost their ability to flight. Researchers found the last surviving
flightless species of bird, a type of rail, in the Indian Ocean came back through a process called “iterative
evolution.
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Know! about iterative evolution
•

Iterative evolution is a repeated evolution of similar or parallel structures in the development of the same main
line.

•

There are many examples of iterative evolution in the fossil record, spanning a wide range of groups. This
evolutionary conservatism is probably owing to the overriding morphogenetic control exerted by certain
regulatory genes.

World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD)
Relevance IN – Prelims (about WTISD)
What’s the NEWS
•

World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (WTISD) was celebrated throughout the world on 17TH
May

•

The year 2019 marks the 50th anniversary of WTISD.

Know! about WTISD
•

The World Telecommunication and Information Society Day was first observed on 17 May since 1969.

•

The day marks the establishment of International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and also the signing of the
first International Telegraph Convention in 1865 in Paris. Since 1969 it is being celebrated every year.

•

It seeks to help raise awareness about possibilities which can be brought to societies and economies with the use
of Internet and other information and communication technologies (ICT).

•

This year’s theme was: ‘Bridging the standardization gap’. 2019 theme will allow International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) Members and other stakeholders to focus on opportunities.

•

To promote implementation of international standards in developing countries.

•

To Increase participation of developing countries in ITU’s standards-making process.

•

To empower local experts in standardization process at national, regional and international levels.

Know! About ITU
•
•
•
•
•

ITU was established in 1865 and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.
It is the specialized agency of United Nations (UN) for issues concerning information and communication
technologies (ICTs).
The fundamental pillar of ITU’s mission is setting standards. ITU standards also help accelerate ICTs for all
Sustainable Development Goals(SDG).
It is a member of United Nations Development Group (UNDP).
Since 1869 India is an active member of ITU. It became a regular member of ITU Council in 1952. In November
2018, India was re elected as a ITU Council’s Member for another 4-year term beginning 2019 to 2022

Government issues drought advisory to 6 southern, western states
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the advisory issued)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Union Government has issued a drought advisory to states including Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Tamil Nadu and asked them to use water wisely as water storage in dams is
dropping to a critical level.

•

With the dip in water level in the dams in the southern and western region, the Centre has decided to issue
the drought advisory to the concerned states such as Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Tamil Nadu, requesting them to use water intelligently.

•

The drought advisory is issued to concerned states when the water level in reservoirs is 20 per cent less than
the average of live water storage figures of the past 10 years.
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Know! more about the key highlights of the advisory
•

Water falls under the state list and the advisory recommends states to use it for drinking purpose only till the
dams are replenished.

•

The water storage level in 91 major reservoirs across the country is monitored by the Central Water Commission.

China blocks all editions of Wikipedia
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the steps taken by china and about Great firewall)
What’s the NEWS
•

China blocked all the language editions of online encyclopedia, Wikipedia.

•

Previously, China had enforced ban on viewing the Chinese version of the Wikipedia along with some sensitive
pages such as Dalai Lama and the Tiananmen massacre.

•

Though China blocked most of the editions of Wikipedia along with the Chinese language version in 2015, some
of them were still accessible.

Know! more about this blocking done by China
•

The block comes at a time when Chinese authorities under the Chinese President Xi Jinping are placing controls
on internet usage and are trying hard to clean out ‘Great Firewall’ proxy tools such as Virtual Private Network
(VPN) software.

•

This ban is one among the various other bans that have been made under the Chinese ‘Great Firewall’, online
censorship device of China

•

The device blocks a large number of sites in the country including search engine Google, social media giant
Facebook, LinkedIn and the news website The New York Times.

Poly diketoenamine, or PDK plastic; New plastic created that could be fully
recycled
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the new PDK plastic)
What’s the NEWS
•

Researchers from the United States Department of Energy (DOE) have created 100% recyclable plastic in at
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.

•

Researchers have developed this plastic that looks like a Lego Playset, it can be disassemble into various parts
even at molecular level.

•

Scientists named it poly diketoenamine, or PDK plastic.

Know! more about PDK plastic
•

Researchers are calling it next generation plastic due to its quality of separation at smallest level.

•

This plastic can be recycled into any colour, form or shape without losing its original quality. Researchers
discovered new way to assemble plastics that takes recycling at molecular level.

•

Unlike conventional plastics, the monomers of PDK plastic could be recovered and freed from any compounded
additives simply by dunking the material in a highly acidic solution.

•

The researchers demonstrated that not only does acid break down PDK polymers into monomers, but the process
also allows the monomers to be separated from entwined additives.

Know! about the Plastic Recycling Problem
•

Most of the plastic products are made of large molecules called polymers for example water bottles, automobile
parts, mobile accessories etc. It is composed of various units of small carbon compounds named monomers.

•

Manufacturers generally add chemicals to make plastic more useful. For example, fillers make a plastic tough,
or plasticisers make a plastic flexible, are tightly bound to the monomers and stay in the plastic even after it is
been processed at a recycling plant.
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•

When these plastics, with different chemical composition, go to processing unit are mixed and ground together
into smaller pieces.

•

After that plastic goes to the melting unit to make a new material, it becomes difficult to identify true properties.

•

In latest research, monomers of PDK plastic could be recovered and freed from any compounded additives
simply by dunking the material in a highly acidic solution.

•

The acid helps to break the bonds between the monomers and separate them from the chemical additives that
give plastic its look and feel.

UNESCO includes Kailash Mansarovar in tentative list of world heritage sites
Relevance IN – Prelims (about UNESCO world heritage sites programme)
What’s the NEWS
•

If Kailash Mansarovar officially
becomes the part of UNESCO world
heritage sites permanently then
Uttarakhand will benefited the most
as communities living along the
pilgrimage route will be incorporated
in the plan to develop sustainable
tourism for the site

•

At present, UNESCO’s list includes
as many as 845 cultural Heritage
sites across the world, out of which 29
are from India.

Know! more about the inclusion
of Kailash Mansarovar in the
temporary list
•

The United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) has included
Kailash Mansarovar in its tentative list of world heritage sites

•

This year in April, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) along with Ministry of Environment and Forests
sent a proposal to UNESCO to list Kailash Mansoravar into its world Heritage sites.

•

In the proposal, Kailash Mansarovar was categorized under both as a natural as well as a cultural heritage.

Know! more about Kailash Mansarovar
•

Kailash Mansarovar, popularly known as Mount Kailash, is the highest peak in Kailash range located in Lake
Mansarovar in the remote south-western portion of the Tibet Autonomous Region of China and adjacent districts
in the far-western region of Nepal.

•

The Kailash Mansorovar is expanded across an area of 6,836 sq km within India, the area is flanked in the east
by Nepal and bordered by China on the north. The Indian site is part of the larger landscape of 31,000 sq km.

•

Both China and Nepal have proposed the landscape as a world heritage site to UNESCO.

•

The Indian portion of the landscape in the State of Uttarakhand comprises four major watersheds viz. the
Panar-Saryu, the Saryu-Ramganga, the Gori-Kali and the Dhauli-Kali.

•

At present, UNESCO’s list includes as many as 845 cultural Heritage sites across the world, out of which 29 are
from India.

Know! more about UNESCO and India
•

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Sites are
important places of cultural or natural heritage as described in the UNESCO World Heritage Convention,
established in 1972.

•

There are 37 World Heritage Sites located in India. These include 29 cultural sites, seven natural sites and one
mixed site. India has the sixth largest number of sites in the world
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Ongole cattle breed
Relevance IN – Prelims (about ongole and different cattle breeds)
What’s the NEWS
•

Vice President Venkaiah Naidu highlighted that Brazil has imported these cattle breeds and produced hybrid
Ongoles to earn huge revenue through export.

Know! about Ongole cattle
•

Vice President of India, M. Venkaiah Naidu has called for protecting Ongole cattle breed .Vice President
Venkaiah Naidu released a compendium on Ongole breed of cattle at Vijayawada recently. He also stressed that
cattle wealth was national wealth.
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Know! more about Indian cattle breeds
•

India has 37 pure cattle breeds. Five of these — Sahiwal, Gir, Red Sindhi, Tharparkar and Rathi — are known
for their milking prowess.

•

A few others, such as Kankrej, Ongole and Hariana, belong to dual breeds that have both milch and draught
qualities; ie, they are good plough animals. The rest are pure draught breeds.

Know about Ongole cattle
•

Ongole cattle is an indigenous cattle breed that originates from Prakasam District in the state of Andhra
Pradesh.

•

The breed derives its name from the place the breed originates from, Ongole.

•

The Ongole breed of cattle, Bos Indicus, has a great demand as it is said to possess resistance to both foot and
mouth disease and mad cow disease.

•

These cattle are commonly used in bull fights in Mexico and some parts of East Africa due to their strength and
aggressiveness. They also participate in traditional bull fights in Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.

•

The Ongole is one of the heaviest breeds. They weigh approximately half a ton, are 1.7 meters in height and
have a body length of 1.6 meters and girth measuring 2 meters.

The World Bee Day
Relevance IN – Prelims (about world bee day and importance and conservation of bees)
What’s the NEWS
•

It is celebrated every year on May 20 as it marks the birthday anniversary of beekeeping pioneer Anton Janša.

•

The theme for World Bee Day 2019 was “Save the Bees”.

Know! more about World Bee Day
•

The celebration of World Bee Day on 20May was designated by United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) by
unanimously passing a resolution proposed by Slovenia in December 2017.

•

The resolution called for adoption of specific conservation measures and highlighted importance of preservation
of bees

Know! the Objective of celebrating Bee day
•

To raise awareness about importance of bees and pollinators, threats faced by them, their contribution to
sustainable development and to acknowledge their role in ecosystem.

Know! the importance of bees
•

Bees and other Pollinators like bats, butteries, and hummingbirds allow many plants (including food crops) to
reproduce.

•

About 33% of world’s food production depends on bees thus they are vital for preservation of biodiversity,
ecological balance in nature and helpful in reducing pollution.

Indo-Myanmar coordinated patrol (IMCOR)
Relevance IN – Prelims (about IMCOR)
What’s the NEWS
•

The 2019 Indo-Myanmar coordinated patrol (IMCOR) is taking place from 20 May to 28May 2019. This is the
8th edition of coordinated patrol (CORPAT) between India and Myanmar.

Know! more about IMCOR
•

The coordinated patrol (CORPAT) initiative between the Indian Navy and Myanmar Navy seeks to address
issues of terrorism, human trafficking, poaching, illegal shipping, drug trafficking and other illegal activities
harmful to interest of both nations.
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•

The CORPAT series was first started in Mar 2013. Since then it has fostered improved professional interaction
and enhanced mutual understanding between the two navies for maritime interoperability.

•

The
patrolling
effort
by participants will be
augmented by Maritime
Patrol Aircraft (MPA) from
both the navies.

•

The ships deployed would
patrol along International
Maritime Boundary Line
(IMBL) between the two
countries thus, covering a
distance of about 725 Kms
over a period of four days.

India adopts new standard definition of Kg, kelvin, mole and ampere
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the new definition of four base units and about CGPM)
What’s the NEWS
•

India joined several nations across the world in implementing the new definition of four of the seven base units
- kilogramme, kelvin, mole and ampere. With this, the definition of the base units will change in the national
records, including in the textbooks.

General Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM)
•

The resolution to redefine four of the seven base units was passed by representatives of 60 countries including
India at the 26th meeting of the General Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM), which was held from
November 13-16, 2018 in Versailles, France. The resolution was scheduled to come into force on May 20, 2019.

•

The CGPM is the highest international body of the world for accurate and precise measurements. It comprises
60 countries and 42 Associate Members.

Know! more about it
•

The definition of the base units, also known as the
International System of Units (SI), has been changed
from being linked to artefacts to being based on the
fundamental constants on nature.

•

Overall, the definition of seven base units including
second, metre, kilogram, ampere, Kelvin, mole and
candela has been changed.

•

The key aim behind redefining the system units is to
enable worldwide coherence of measurements.

•

The new change in the definitions will result in uniform
and worldwide accessible SI system for international
trade, high- technology manufacturing, human health
and safety, protection of the environment, global
climate studies and the basic science underpinning
these.

•

The International System of Units (SI) was established
in 1960 and has been updated several times to account
for development in measurement technology.
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•

The International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM), the main executive body of CGPM has the
responsibility of defining the International System of Units (SI).

IAF successfully test fires aerial version of BrahMos missile

Relevance IN – Prelims (about the successfully test fire and about BrahMos missile)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Indian Air Force successfully test fired the aerial version of the supersonic BrahMos cruise missile from a
Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft.

Know! more about the test fire
•

The 2.5 tonne air-to-surface missile has a range of around 300 km and it will significantly enhance the IAF’s
combat capability.

•

The BrahMos cruise missile travels at a speed of Mach 2.8, nearly three times that of the sound.

•

The IAF had become the first air force in the world to have successfully fired an air-launched 2.8 Mach surface
attack missile of this category on a sea target on November 22, 2017.

•

The Su-30MKI jet had to be modified to enable it to carry and fire the cruise missile. The first such modified
aircraft was handed by the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) to Brahmos Aerospace in February 2015.

•

The ship and land-launched versions of Brahmos are already in service with the Indian armed forces.

•

The missile has been developed jointly in collaboration with Russia.

•

Plans are afoot to develop a smaller version of the missile (Brahmos-NG) so that it can be fired from India’s
home-grown aircraft Tejas. One Tejas aircraft will reportedly be able to carry three Brahmos-NG missiles.

•

BrahMos provides IAF the capability to strike from large stand-off ranges on any target at sea or on land with
pinpoint accuracy by day or night in any weather condition. Brahmos coupled with the superlative performance
of Su-30MKI gives IAF the desired strategic reach

•

BrahMos Aerospace, an India-Russian joint venture, produces the supersonic cruise missile that can be launched
from submarines, ships, aircraft, or from land platforms.

Shipment of India’s largest liquid hydrogen storage tank flagged off
Relevance IN – Prelims (about liquid hydrogen and its applications)
What’s the NEWS
•

ISRO Chairman K Sivan flagged off the shipment of India’s largest liquid hydrogen storage tank at the VRV
Asia Pacific’s manufacturing plant at Sri City in Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh.

Know! more about the event
•

The storage capacity of the tank is 120 kilo litres. Liquid hydrogen is used as fuel for satellite launch vehicles.

•

The storage tank was manufactured by VRV Asia Pacific in collaboration with Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC) SHAR under the Make in India initiative.
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•

VRV Asia Pacific, a Chart
Group company, designs
and manufactures cryogenic
equipment from its factory
located in Sri City.

•

VRV’s unit at Sri City is one
of the most technologically
sophisticated manufacturing
facilities
of
cryogenic
equipment in the world.

Know! about Liquid
hydrogen (LH2 or LH2)
•

It is the liquid state of the
element hydrogen. Hydrogen
is found naturally in the
molecular H2 form.

•

To exist as a liquid, H2 must be cooled below hydrogen’s critical point of 33 K.

•

However, for hydrogen to be in a fully liquid state without boiling at atmospheric pressure, it needs to be cooled
to 20.28 K (–423.17 oF; –252.87 oC).

•

One common method of obtaining liquid hydrogen involves a compressor resembling a jet engine in both
appearance and principle.

•

Liquid hydrogen is typically used as a concentrated form of hydrogen storage.

•

As in any gas, storing it as liquid takes less space than storing it as a gas at normal temperature and pressure.
However, the liquid density is very low compared to other common fuels. Once liquefied, it can be maintained as
a liquid in pressurized and thermally insulated containers.

‘Celestial Bodies’ wins Man Booker International Prize 2019
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the prize and recent change in name)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Man Booker International Prize, an international literary award hosted in the United Kingdom, is a
counterpart to the ‘Man Booker Prize’ that is awarded only for English-language novels.

Know! about Oman author Jokha Alharthi
•

Oman author Jokha Alharthi won the
prestigious ‘Man Booker International
Prize 2019’ for her novel “Celestial
Bodies”.

•

With this, Alharthi became the first
Arabic-language writer to win the prize
and the first female writer from Oman to
have her work translated into English.

•

Alharthi also won the ‘Best Omani Novel
Award’ for Celestial Bodies in 2010.

Award to be renamed to International
Booker Prize
•

The award will be renamed as the
‘International Booker Prize’ soon as this
is the final year that the award receives
sponsorship from investment firm ‘Man
Group PLC’.
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•

The Man Group will halt the assistance to the Man Booker Prize as well as International Booker Prize after 18
years.

•

From June 1, 2019, the charitable foundation of Michael Moritz KBE and his wife Harriet Heyman, ‘Crankstart’
will be the new supporter of the Booker Prize and the International Booker Prize.

Know! about Man Booker International Prize
•

The Man Booker International Prize, an international literary award hosted in the United Kingdom, is a
counterpart to the ‘Man Booker Prize’ that is awarded only for English-language novels.

•

The Prize is open to books in any language that have been translated into English and is distributed in Britain.

•

The award was previously from 2005 until 2015 was bestowed every two years to a living author of any nationality
for a body of work published in English or available in English translation.

•

After 2016, the award became open to books in any language that have been translated into English.

•

The award carries prize money of 50,000 pounds that is split equally between the writer and translator.

AN-32 fleet of IAF allowed to use bio-jet fuel
Relevance IN – Prelims (about the use of blended aviation fuel and about bio-jet fuels)
What’s the NEWS
•

The approval for use of biofuel to fly the Russian made
fleet was given by the Centre
for Military Airworthiness
and Certification (CEMILAC)

•

The Indian Air Force’s (IAF’s)
AN-32 aircraft was formally
fleet certified to fly on blended
aviation fuel which contain
up to 10% of indigenous biojet fuel.

•

The Russian made AN-32
aircraft is IAF’s formidable
workhorse. It received the
approval certificate for flying
on blended aviation fuel at
the aero-engine test facilities
at Chandigarh.

Know! more about it
•

The indigenous bio-jet fuel was first produced in 2013 by the Council of Scientific and Industrial ResearchIndian Institute of Petroleum (CSIR-IIP) lab at Dehradun, but due to lack of test facilities in the civil aviation
sector it could not be tested or certified for commercial use on aircraft.

•

In last one year IAF undertook a series of evaluation tests and trials with this green aviation fuel. The scope of
these evaluation tests and checks was in consonance with international aviation standards.

•

The recent certification is a huge step towards promoting the ‘Make in India’ mission as this bio-fuel would be
produced indigenously from Tree Borne Oils (TBOs) which will be sourced from tribal areas and farmers and
will further augment their income substantially.

Know! about Bio-Jet Fuel
•

This indigenous bio-jet fuel is made from Jatropha oil sourced from Chhattisgarh Biodiesel Development
Authority (CBDA) and then processed at CSIR-IIP, Dehradun.
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DRDO successfully test fired the Akash-1S surface-to-air defence missile in
Balasore off the Odisha coast.
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Akash – 1S and about IGMDP)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) successfully test
fired Akash-1S surface to air defence
missile system from Integrated Test
Range (ITR) in Balasore off the Odisha
coast. This is the second successive
successful missile test by DRDO in last
two days. This is a new version of the
missile fitted with an indigenous seeker.

Know! about Akash-1S
•

The Akash missile is a medium range
multi-target
engagement
capable
missile that was developed as part of
Integrated Guided-Missile Development
Programme (IGMDP).

•

Other missiles under IGDMP are Nag, Agni, Trishul, and Prithvi missiles.

•

It is a supersonic surface to air missile with multi-target engagement capability.

•

Akash-1S is an upgrade version of existing Akash missile fitted with an indigenously developed seeker.

•

The new Akash weapon system has combination of both command guidance and active terminal seeker guidance.

•

The missile has a range of about 25 km and altitude range of 18,000 metres (18km).

•

It is capable of neutralizing advanced aerial targets and in striking down enemy fighter jets and drones
effectively.

IAF chief pays tribute to Kargil heroes by flying ‘missing man’ formation;
Operation Safed Sagar
Highlights
•

Birendra Singh Dhanoa led the Mig-21
flypast at the Indian Air Force station in
Bhisiana

•

In the formation, three aircraft fly in a four
aircraft formation with a gap in between
two aircraft depicting the missing man

Relevance IN – Prelims (about
the missing man format and
about
operation
safed
sagar)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Indian Air Force (IAF) Chief Air
Chief Marshal (ACM) B.S. Dhanoa visits Air Force Station in Bhisiana and Sarsawa to pay homage to the air
warriors who made supreme sacrifice during Operation Safed Sagar at Kargil.

Know! more about it
•

On 28 May 1999 the Indian Air Force lost a Mi-17 helicopter after successfully attacking the enemy in Drass
sector (J&K).
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•

The Chief of the Air staff (CAS) B. S. Dhanoa paid tribute to Late Squadron Leader Ajay Ahuja and other fallen
heroes who lost their life 20 years back during the Kargil war.

•

CAS B.S. Dhanoa flew the ‘missing man’ formation flypast in a Mig-21 aircraft.

•

He was accompanied by Air Marshal R Nambiar, Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief (AOC-in-C) Western Air
Command in the ‘missing man’ flypast organised at Air Force Station in Bhisiana in Bhatinda to honour the
valour and supreme sacrifice of men killed in action during Operation Safed Sagar at Kargil, J&K.

•

On 28 May the CAS visited Air Force Station Sarsawa and fly in a Mi-17 V5 ‘Missing Man’ formation flypast to
commemorate the Kargil martyrs.

Know! more about The ‘Missing Man’ formation
•

It is an aerial salute accorded to honour the fallen comrades-in-arms. It is basically an Arrow Formation, with
a gap between two aircraft in a way that the formation depicts the Missing Man.

Know! about Operation Safed Sagar
•

It was the code name assigned to Indian Air Force’s (IAF) role in acting jointly with Ground troops of Indian
Army during the Kargil war in 1999.

•

It was aimed at flushing out Regular and Irregular troops of Pakistani Army from vacated Indian Positions in
Kargil sector along Line of Control (LOC).

•

Since 1971 Indo-Pakistani War, it was the first large scale use of Airpower in Jammu and Kashmir region.

Algeria and Argentina declared ‘Malaria-Free’ by WHO
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Malaria and WHO conditions regarding certifying a nation
malaria free)
What’s the NEWS
•

Algeria and Argentina have been officially recognized by WHO as malaria-free. The certification is granted
when a country proves that it has interrupted indigenous transmission of the disease for at least 3 consecutive
years.

Know! more about it
•

Contracted through the bite of an infected mosquito, malaria remains one of the world’s leading killers, with an
estimated 219 million cases and over 400 000 malaria-related deaths in 2017. Approximately 60% of fatalities
are among children aged under 5 years.

•

Algeria is the second country in the WHO African Region to be officially recognized as malaria-free, after
Mauritius, which was certified in 1973.

•

Argentina is the second country in the WHO Region of the Americas to be certified in 45 years, after Paraguay
in June 2018.

•

Algeria and Argentina reported their last cases of indigenous malaria in 2013 and 2010 respectively.

•

Globally, a total of 38 countries and territories have now been declared malaria-free

Know! about Malaria
•

It is mosquito-borne infectious disease caused by infectious Plasmodium type parasitic protozoans (group of
single-celled microorganisms). Transmitted on biting of infected female Anopheles mosquito.

•

Mosquirix or (RTS,S) is World’s first vaccine against a parasitic disease.

Orchha Town of Madhya Pradesh added to Tentative List of UNESCO World
Heritage Sites
Relevance IN – Prelims (about Orchha town and about UNESCO World heritage site)
What’s the NEWS
•

The Orchha town of Madhya Pradesh has been included in tentative list of the World Heritage Sites of United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).
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•

The move came after the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) sent a proposal in this regard to the UNESCO.

Know! more about Orchha Town
•

Situated on the banks of the river
Betwa, Orchha is located in Niwari
district of Bundelkhand region of
Madhya Pradesh.

•

The town is celebrated for its rich and
ancient architecture of Chaturbhuj
Temple, Orchha Fort Complex, and
Raja Mahal among others.

•

It is famous for its two elevated
minarets - Saavan and Bhadon; and
four palaces - Jahangir Palace, Rai
Praveen Mahal, Raja Mahal, and
Sheesh Mahal.

•

Built by Bundela dynasty’s King
Rudra Pratap Singh in the 16th
century, the Orchha town boasts of Bundela architecture as well as Mughal influence due to the closeness of
both the dynasties.

•

Veer Singh Dev, King of Bundela dynasty, was a close friend of Mughal emperor Jahangir. King Dev also fought
wars as Mughal emperor Akbar’s aid.

Know! the Criteria for inclusion in List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites
Any heritage or any historical site has to be first on the tentative list to be a part of UNESCO’s
World Heritage sites. Once it makes it to the tentative list, then the proposal is sent to the
UNESCO for inclusion in the final List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites, only if the site:
•

Represents a masterpiece of human creative genius

•

Exhibits an important interchange of human values over a span of time or within a cultural area of the world
and depicts developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts or town-planning

•

Considered as an exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilisation which is living or has
disappeared

•

An archetype of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or landscape that depicts significant
stages in human history

•

Showcases traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use, which represents cultural or human interaction
with the environment

•

Associates with events, living traditions, ideas, beliefs, and artistic & literary works of outstanding universal
significance

•

Contains areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance

•

Represents stages of earth’s history - record of life, on-going geological processes, or significant geomorphic or
physiographic features

•

Represents on-going ecological and biological processes in the evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh
water, marine ecosystems and communities of plants and animals

•

Contains significant natural habitats for conservation of biological diversity, including threatened species of
outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or conservation

UNESCO’s World Heritage Site list
•

A World Heritage Site is a place that is listed by UNESCO for its special cultural or physical significance. The
list of World Heritage Sites is maintained by the international ‘World Heritage Programme’, administered by
the UNESCO World Heritage Committee.

•

The UNESCO World Heritage Committee is composed of 21 UNESCO member states, elected by the General
Assembly.
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World Heritage Sites in India
•

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Sites are
important places of cultural or natural heritage as described in the UNESCO World Heritage Convention,
established in 1972.

•

There are 37 World Heritage Sites located in India. These include 29 cultural sites, seven natural sites and one
mixed site. India has the sixth largest number of sites in the world. Recently, Orchha is enlisted in the tentative
list of UNESCO.
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Prelims Practise Questions
1.

Consider the following statements
1.
Japan declared ‘Reiwa’ as the name of its new imperial era that will begin on May 1, 2019 once the new
Crown Prince Naruhito, son of Akihito, ascends the Chrysanthemum Throne.
2.
It is likely to be the first time that the Japanese era name (gengo) has been drawn from a Japanese
document, depicting a break from over 1,300 years old custom of choosing the name from Chinese classics.
3.
The current Japanese era is known as ‘Heisei’ which means achieving peace. The era began on January
8, 1989, a day after the death of the Emperor Hirohito, when Emperor Hirohito’s son Emperor Akihito
acceded to the throne as the 125th Emperor of Japan.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 1 and 3

2.

(d) All

(c) 1 2 and 3

(d) 1 and 3

Consider the following statement about Arms trade treaty
1.
The 2013 Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) came into effect in December 2014 after over 65 countries of the world
signed it on June 3, 2013.
2.
The treaty seeks to regulate the flow of weapons into conflicted zones. It requires member countries to keep
records of international transfers of weapons and to prohibit cross-border shipments that can be used in
human rights violations or attacks on civilians.
3.
So far, while 130 countries have originally signed the treaty, only 101 ratified and joined it.
4.
The world’s largest arms traders including the United States, China and Russia have recently joined the
treaty.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 2 and 3
(b) 3 and 4

5.

(c) 2 3 and 4

Consider the following statements
1.
The National Clean Air Programme (NCAP is a time-bound national level strategy for pan India
implementation to tackle the increasing air pollution problem across the country in a comprehensive
manner.
2.
The main objective of the programme is comprehensive mitigation actions for prevention, control and
abatement of air pollution besides augmenting the air quality monitoring network across the country and
strengthening the awareness and capacity building activities.
3.
The National Clean Air Program (NCAP) aims to cut pollution in the 102 worst affected cities by 20-30
percent by 2024, taking 2019 as the base year for the comparison of PM concentration.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3

4.

(d) All

Consider the following statements
1.
Uttar Pradesh is the largest wheat producing state in India followed by Punjab, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh.
2.
India is the second largest producer of wheat in the world. China is world’s largest producer, followed by
India, Russia, and the United states.
3.
It is a statutory non-profit organization founded and run by Government of India and also run by state
Governments.
4.
It was created in 1965 under Food Corporations Act 1964, to implement objectives of National Food Policy.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 2 and 3
(b) 2 and 3

3.

(c) 2 and 3

(c) 1 3 and 4

(d) 2 and 4

Consider the following statements
1.
Recently a law was passed that will allow Cinese authorities to isolate the country’s internet from the rest
of the world and create a new national network.
2.
The ‘sovereign internet’ bill aims to expand government control over the Internet.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
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(c) None

(d) Both
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6.

Consider the following open trading border posts between India and China and find the correct one
1.
Nathu La in Sikkim
2.
Shipkila in Himachal Pradesh
3.
Lipulekh (or Lipulech) in Uttarakhand
Find which of the following posts are correctly located
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3

7.

(c) 1 2 and 3

(d) None

(c) 1 2 and 3

(d) None

Consider the following statements about the Scorpene Class Submarine
1.
The Scorpene Class Submarines are designed by French naval defence company ‘DCNS’ and are being
manufactured by Mazagon Dock Limited in Mumbai.
2.
India purchased five submarines for USD 3 billion under Project 75 in 2005.
3.
The Scorpene class submarines have the capability to fire Exocet anti-ship missiles.
3.
INS Kalvari, the first of the Scorpene-class submarines, was commissioned by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on December 14, 2017.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 3 and 4
(b) 2 and 4

11.

(d) All

Consider the following statements regarding Pre-Paid Payment Instrument (PPIs)
1.
PPIs are instruments which come with a preloaded value and in even with pre-defined purpose of payment.
2.
PPIs facilitates financial services, inter-personal remittance transactions (like sending money to friend or
a family member), purchase of goods and services (G&S), etc., against amount stored on such instruments.
3.
There are generally three types of PPIs issued in India i.e Closed System PPIs , Semi-closed System PPIs
and Open System PPIs
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3

10.

(c) 1 and 3

Consider the following statements about Chandrayan-2
1.
It is India’s first lunar mission. It would be launched using India’s most powerful rocket PSLV -DL from
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.
2.
Its payloads will collect scientific information on lunar (moon) topography, mineralogy, elemental
abundance, lunar exosphere and signatures of hydroxyl and water-ice.
3.
It has three modules (a detachable self-contained unit of a spacecraft) namely namely Orbiter, Lander
named Vikram and Rover named Pragyan.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 2 and 3
(b) 1 and 3

9.

(d) None

Consider the following statements regarding section 498 A of IPC
1.
The Supreme Court in its recent judgement ruled that any relative of a woman, who is undergoing cruelty
and dowry harassment by her husband or in laws, can file a complaint against them.
2.
The bench stated that Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code does not contemplate that complaint should
be filed only by women, who is subjected to cruelty by husband or his relative.
3.
The section 498A of the Indian Penal Code was passed by the Indian Parliament in 1983. It was introduced
to protect all women from being subjected to matrimonial cruelty.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3

8.

(c) 1 2 and 3

(c) 1 2 and 4

(d) All

Consider the following statements about Unnat Bharat Abhiyan
1.
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) is an initiative of the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD).
2.
Its first edition was launched in the year 2018.
3.
The Mission of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is to enable higher educational institutions to work with the people
of rural India in identifying development challenges and evolving appropriate solutions for accelerating
sustainable growth.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 and 3
(b) 2 and 3
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(c) 1 and 2

(d) All

Join the dots! – May 2019

12.

Consider the following statements regarding Central Food Technological Research Institute (CFTRI)
1.
It is a premier food research laboratory under Ministry of Science and Technology (MoS&T), Government
of India.
2.
It is also the Constituent laboratory of Council of Scientific and Industrial Research’s (CSIR)
3.
It was established in 1950 and is headquartered in Mysore, Karnataka. Its resource centers are in
Hyderabad, Lucknow and Mumbai.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3

13.

(c) 1 2 and 3

(c) Both

(d) None

Consider the following statements about road accidents
1.
The first ever Fifth road safety week is being celebrated between May 06 to 12, 2019 with the theme of
-“Leadership for road safety”.
2.
United Nation Development Program has released a report during road safety week.
3.
This report highlights that road accidents are the major concern for death among people age group between
5 to 29 years.
4.
Low income countries have more risk of a road accident death than high income countries.
Find the correct statements from the options given below
(a) 3 and 4
(b) 2 and 4
(c) 1 2 and 4

17.

(d) None

Consider the following statements about NIOS
1.
The National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) was established in November 1989 as an attached body
of the Human Resource Development Ministry
2.
The key aim of the institute is to enable sustainable inclusive learning with universal and flexible access
to quality school and higher education and skill development.
Find the correct statement from the options given below
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both

16.

(d) None

Consider the following statements about Arctic Council
1.
The Arctic Council is the leading non governmental forum that promotes cooperation and interaction among
the Arctic States, Arctic indigenous communities and inhabitants of Arctic region on issues pertaining to
sustainable development and environmental protection.
2.
The Members of the Arctic Council are - the United States, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway,
Russia, and Sweden.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only

15.

(d) 1 2 and 3

Consider the following statements about The Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA)
1.
GRIHA Council is a registered society for the interaction on scientific and administrative issues related to
sustainable habitats
2.
GRIHA was founded by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) with support from the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy
3.
GRIHA Council promotes GRIHA- the National Rating System as a design and evaluation tool for green
buildings and habitats.
Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3

14.

(c) 1 and 3

(d) All

Consider the following statements
1.
The mediation panel consists of the chairman of the mediation panel, Retired SC judge, Justice F M
Khalifullaj
2.
The other members of the panel include spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi Sankar and senior advocate Sriram
Panchu.
3.
The Supreme court had formed the five-member panel to find a solution to the long-standing dispute,
which is acceptable by all parties.
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Find the correct statement from the option given below
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 1 and 3
18.

(c) 2 and 3

(d) All

Consider the following statements
1.
The specially-raised squad of women is known as ‘Danteshwari Ladake’, or fighters of Goddess Danteshwari,
which was inducted recently in the state’s Naxal-hit Dantewada district of Odisha .
2.
Of the 30 recruits, 10 are surrendered women Naxals, while 10 others are assistant constables who were
part of the erstwhile Salwa Judum (anti-Naxal militia) movement
Find the correct statement from the options given below
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both

19.

(d) None

Consider the following statements regarding the pit viper species that are found in India
1.
With the new discovery India now has four pit viper species.
2.
Arunachal Pradesh the only state to have a pit viper named after it.
3.
Malabar, Horseshoe, Hump Nosed, Himalayan are some of the species of pit viper
Find the correct statements from the option given below
(a) Only 3
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 2 and 3

20.

(d) None

Consider the following statements about Apache Helicopter
1.
The Indian Army has received the first Apache Guardian helicopter from US aircraft manufacturer,
Boeing.
2.
India had signed a multi-billion dollar contract with the France in September 2015, for 22 of these
helicopters.
3.
The AH-64E Apache is primarily a multi-role attack helicopter, which is flown by the US Army.
4.
The helicopter has the capability to control unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), full IFR capability, and
improved landing gear.
Find the correct statements from the options given below
(a) 3 and 4
(b) 1 2 and 4
(c) 2 3 and 4

21.

(d) All

Consider the following pair of Joint Exercise
1.
Exercise MITRA SHAKTI - India-SriLanka.
2.
Military Exercise Sampriti - India-Bangladesh.
3.
Naval Exercise TROPEX - India-Japan-USA
4.
ADMM Plus – India – ASEAN
Find correct pairs of Joint Military Exercises from the option given below
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3

22.

(d) All of the above

Consider the following statements about MANAV initiative
1.
The Ministry of Human Resource and Development has recently launched human tissue mapping project
called MANAV: Human Atlas Initiative.
2.
The Objective of this initiative is to map every single tissue of human body to find out deepest information
and roles of tissues and cells linked to a variety of ailments.
3.
This project is funded by Department of Biotechnology (DBT) that would make a database network of all
human body tissues.
Find the correct statements from the option given below
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3

(d) All
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